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2 elderly men watching 
Pacquiao do ‘Battle’ 
die of heart attack 


и NEWS/AT 


Davide appointed 
presidential adviser 
on electoral reforms 


= NEWS/A2 


Pilot steers plane away 
/ from populated area, 
dies in crash 


Psychic sees GMA finishing 
term if she survives ‘666’ 
By Leila B. Salaverria 


IT MAY BE THE CHINESE 
Year of the Dog, man's. 
best friend, buta Fillpino 
psychic says 2006 be- 
longs to the devil and is 
marked by betrayal. 

One of the most promi- 
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Police rescue Indian from 
kidnap gang; 1 suspect 
killed, 3 others arrested 
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Gov't eyes sale 
of more Marcos 
loot for CARP 


By Blanche S: Rivera. 


AFTER USING UP NEARLY ALL OF THE P35 
billion in Swiss bank deposits in just two 
years, the Arroyo administration is eyeing the 
sale of other ill-gotten assets of the late 
strongman Ferdinand Marcos worth P46 bil- 
lion, including a block of PLDT shares valued 
at P21 billion, to fund the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program, 

"The Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) 
and Land Bankof the Philippines will also inten- 
sify their collection of land amortization pay- 
‘ments from farmer beneficiaries of the CARP to 
raise an additional P40 billion, Agrarian Reform 
Undersecretary Jeffrey Galan said yesterday. 

Galan said there was greater pressure on 
the Presidential Commission on Good Gov- 
ernment (PCGG) to dispose of the Marcos as- 
sets such as real estate, sequestered media 
networks and shares of stock to support the 
government's land distribution program. 

“The PCGG should match its disposition 
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COMING HOME 
Streets 

a window to 
Filipino soul 


By Fernando del Mundo 

(ast of Spar) 
FOR ALLTHEIR INGENUITY, FILIPINOS HAVE 
yet to come up with the proper tar formula, As- 
phalt roads melt under rain. 

‘The tarmac highways in Rwanda in the Great 
Lakes region of Central Africa were stu 
"They were laid on by the late President Juvenal 
Habyarimana at around the outset of Ferdinand 
Marcos's martial law rule in 1972. 

"They had remained a sight to behold in the 
misty Land of a Thousand Hills until 1994 when 
Habyarimana was killed in a mysterious plane 
crash that ignited the genocide of 800,000 mi- 
nority Tutsis by machete-wielding Hurus. Under 
incessant pounding by 10-wheeler trucks deliv- 
ering urgently needed humanitarian aid to dis- 
placed Rwandans, the roads began to crumble. 

1f highways could be built to endure in опе 
of the world's poorest countries, theres no 
reason why it could not be done here. 

‘The Pan Philippine Highway that Marcos 
built did not last very long, at least those 
stretches 1 traveled before I left in the early 
19905. 

Traffic in the capital is bad, but it's not as 
messed up as in Tehran or Cairo. 


STREETS A20 


THE BIG 3: Even before Charter change and other hotly debated related issues, prayer tops the agenda of the Council of State 
meeting on Tuesday at the Palace. President Arroyo flanked by Vice President Noli de Castro and former President Ramos 
creates a 15- member Charter change advocacy commission. In his opening remarks De Castro urges the council to heed 
Pacquiao's victory wish for Filipinos to be united. Ramos says 


AEP: Junior officers being recruited for coup 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


AFTER CONFIRMING ON MONDAY THE 
existence of a threat against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's administration, the 
Armed Forces yesterday revealed that ju- 
nior officers were being recruited for a 
coup d'etat. 

Military spokesperson Col. Tristan Kison 
also said the AFP leadership was convinced 


Pacquiao hot on ebay 
from his jackets to posters 


By Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


VIGAN CITY—FILIPINO BOXING HERO MANNY 
Pacquiao is hot. 
Ig. in fact, the excitement that Pacquiao generat- 
sd from stopping Mexican fighter Erik Morales 
оп Sunday has spilled over to ebay, the online 
\merican auction store. 
PACQUIAO/ Ad. 


iss A HERO DIED HERE. Capt. Aniano Amatong struggled to steer his 


crippled aircraft, а fixed-wi 


1g two-engine OV-10 (inset), away from 


residential houses in Barangay Binakod, Paombong, Bulacan and 


crashed to his deat 


a fishpond early Tuesday morning. Amatong's 


last words were orders for his copilot Capt. James Acosta to eject. The 
pilots were on their way to Clark, Pampanga, for aerial combat 


exercises with US troops. (Story on Page A2.) 


that an "orchestrated" plot to unseat Ms Ar- 
Toyo was in motion because of successive 
events that transpired last week. 

Kison said military commanders got 
wind of the recruitment activity some- 
time around Jan. 19. 

He claimed that the recruitment was 
discovered in “some areas in the Visayas 
and in Mindanao,” but that the activity 
had not reached Luzon and the capital. 


Joansoncoc 


‘ano-election scenario is a disaster waiting to happen. 


"Toward the end of last week,” military 


SS метру дад 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


AT THE MEETING OF 
the Council of State boy- 
cotted by the opposi- 
tion, supporters of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo 
yesterday agreed to pro- 
ceed with elections next 
year while moving to 
adopt the parliamentary 
system of government. 


The majority of the council 
participants, including former 
President Fidel V. Ramos, ex- 
pressed the need to go ahead 
with the 2007 election for local 
governments, congressmen and 
half of the 24-member Senate. 

"The ratio of those who talked 
is 4:1 more or less, four being in 
favor of just maintaining the sys- 
tem and holding of the elections,” 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said. 

Briefing reporters later, Ms Ar- 
royo announced the appointment 
of newly retired Chief Justice Hi- 
lario Davide Jr. as presidential ad- 
viser on electoral reforms to clean 
up the corruption-tainted Com- 
mission on Elections (See story 
on Page 7). 

Ms Arroyo announced the 
council had agreed to form a 
Charter change advocacy com- 
mission that would leunch a 
P5-million information campaign 
on the moves to amend the 1987 


ONRUON 


commanders reported "a recruitment 
among junior officers in the field for what. 
could be a coup d'etat,” Kison said. 

“They were alarmed,” һе added. 

But Kison seid the AFP had yet t6 pin- 
point those behind the alleged coup plot: 
“Our commanders have not positively 
identified them.” 

AFPIAIO 


2 Pinays have lock on wrestler's heart 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


DO NOT JUDGE THIS BOOK BY 
йз menacing cover. 

Underneath the scraggly hair 
and the 280 pounds packed in a 
lumbering 6foot2 frame, 
champion wrestler Mick Foley 
has a soft spot for the Philip- 
pines. 
Foley, a three-time World 
Wrestling Entertainment champi- 
оп and three-time tag team 
champion with The Rock, told the 
Inguna in an interview at Gate- 
way Mall over the weekend that 
жаз а little girl from the Philip 
pines who inspired him to be а 
better person. 

Actually, she was the second 


APINAYS/ A28 


A2 


sae 


vage 


CHAMPION of health and education of poor kids since 1992, world wrestling champ Mike Foley is 
{featured in the World Wrestling Entertainment Raw Live Tour on Feb. 24-25 at the Araneta Coliseum. 
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President 
to appoint 
54 generals 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


LOYALTY TO THE CONSTITU- 
tion and the Commander in Chief 
will be the deciding factors when 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
chooses the successors to the mil- 
itary brass due to retire in the 
next 12 months, Malacafiang said 
yesterday. 

‘The large-scale retirement is 
expected to further strengthen 
Ms Arroyo's grip on the Armed 
Forces, deemed crucial at this 

__ time of persistent coup rumors 

8 and questionable military loyalty. 

B ^ According to Executive Secre- 

tary Eduardo Ermita, "the Presi- 
dent cannot afford to have some. 
of her generals, especially those 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST Luzon and Norte Visayas wi have cloudy skies with 
scattered rainshowers becoming wicesoresd over Solem Luzon 
Including Aurora province which may trigger fash fonds an nd 
Яв. The rost ot the country wil be pariy cloudy to at ines cloudy 
‘wl solid ranshowers and thunderstorms. 
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Misuari 


JAILED MORO REBEL LEADER NUR MISUARI 
would soon be out of detention for a health check, 
as a Makati court yesterday granted him a medi- 
cal furlough. 

Setting conditions for the tem- 
porary release, Makati Regional 
Trial Court Branch 138 Judge Six- 
to Marella Jr. yesterday allowed. 
Misuari and fellow accused Us- 
tadz Abuharis Usman to undergo 
medical treatment. 

7... The court finds the accused 
Misuari to have presented suffi- 
cient basis for the court to favor- 
ably consider his motion. As for 
accused Usman... considering his 
late age, length of incarceration, 
and the expected long period of 


‘EJECT! EJECT!’ 


AFP pilot dies a hero 
goes down 


‘Amatong, 31, was found dead 
outside the wreckage of the 
plane, his parachute deployed, 
indicating he may have tried to 
ject at the last minute. 

"As a pilot, he deserves to get 
the Distinguished ^ Aviation 
Cross," Padilla said. 

He said Amatong, a member of 
Class '96 of the Philippine Mili- 
tary Academy, will get a hero's 
burial. 

Amatong and Acosta took off 
from an air bose in Sangley 
Cavite, just before 9 ал. but 


Coody vh aes 
‘ay wth Rs 
oud wn as 
Ошу st tabs 
КЕЗ 
КЕЗ 
iy win Rains 
Cout wth Ras 


ranted medical leave 


The charges were lodged 
against them for their alleged 
role in a bloody uprising that 
killed some 100 people in Jolo in 
2001. 

Оп Jan. 10, they were given six 
hours of liberty to take part in the 
celebration of the Muslim holi- 
day Eid'l Adha, in Taguig City. 

Misuari and Usman had sought 
a five-day medical furlough for a 
check-up at the St. Luke's Hospi- 
tal citing complaints of frequent 
abdominal pains and worrisome 
blood pressure readings. 

їп his five-page order, Marella 
ordered Arthur Lim, counsel for 
both accused, to submit within 10 
days requirements that would 
“enable the court to issue the cor- 
responding implementing order 
and designate the officer who will 


oy wth Ras 
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oversee the execution thereof.” 

‘The court asked Lim to detail 
the nature of the examination the 
two would undergo, the name 
and location of the hospital, the 
length of time they would be 
away, and the names and ad- 
dresses of physicians who would 
conduct the checkup. 

Misuari and Usman strength- 
ened their motion by submitting 
to court a letter Lim received last. 
November from Task Force Sun- 
riser, PNP's over-all security for 
Misuari. 

In the letter, Misuari's custodi- 
ans recommended that he be tak- 
еп to the St. Luke's Hospital in 
Quezon City, the Asian Hospital 
in Muntinlupa, or any tertiary 
hospital as a routine PNP medical 
examination showed that Misuari 


suffered “essential hypertension 
and acute respiratory tract infec- 
tion.” 

‘The letter cited that the custodi- 
ans “could not move” Misuari 
without a court order. It also came 
with a guarantee that the Philip- 
pine National Police Special Ac- 
tion Force, in coordination with 
the PNP Intelligence Group and 
the National Capital Region Police 
Office, would provide security for 
the accused once allowed to un- 
dergo medical examination out- 
side their detention facility. 

Manila's chief peace negotiator 
Jesus Dureza said yesterday the 
government had no objections to 
Misuari's release. 

"1 welcome any humanitarian 
gesture extended to chairman Nur 
if his plea for medical treatment 


due to his physical condition 
meets the favorable consideration 
ofthe cour,” Dureza said. 

The Department of Justice also 
dropped its opposition to Mis- 
uarts bid fora medical furlough. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez said the head of the Moro Na- 
tional Liberation Front (MNLF) 
deserved a medical furlough for 
humanitarian reasons. “He was 
only asking for a four-day fur- 
lough, 1 think it would be inhu- 
man to refuse that under proper 
escorts,” he said. 

Gonzalez made the statement 
after Misuari agreed to order his 
men not to harm American troops 
when they visit Mindanao next 
month from Feb. 6 to March 6 for 
the annual Balikatan military ex- 
ercises. With AFP 


trial because of the number of 
witnesses, fòr humanitarian rea- 
sons the court will likewise favor- 
ably consider his motion,” said 
Marella's order issued yesterday. 

Now 65, Misuari, former gov- 
eror of the Autonomous Region 
in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), 
and his spiritual adviser, 68-year- 
old Usman, have been detained 
for four years in a special prison 
facility in Fort Sto. Domingo, Sta. 
Rosa City, Laguna for charges of 
rebellion. 


Casis told The Associated Press 
by telephone from the crash 
site. 

Tn a television interview, Padil- 
la said Acosta had confirmed the 
plane's left engine had developed 
trouble. 

Mayor Donato Marcos said lo- 
cal residents heard explosions be- 
fore the plane crashed. 

Arnaldo Cruz, a Binakod 
resident, said Acosta warned 
residents not to get close to 
the wreckage because the 
plane had been carrying а 


До the last moment, Capt. Aniano 
“Amatong struggled to steer his 
crippled OV-10 fighter away from 
-the houses on the ground; he also 
ordered his co-pilot Capt. James 
Acosta to “Eject! Eject!” 
S: In seconds, the fixed-wing two- 
gine plane crashed in a fish- 
рола in Barangay Binakod here, 
killing ^ Amatong. Acosta 


SURVIVOR: Capt. James Acosta, co-pilot of the ill-fated Air Force plane, is airlifted to Villamor Air Base. 
He survived the crash after he ejected justin time. memor. 


Sparachuted to safety nearby. 

; Lt. Col. Restituto Padilla Jr., 
Philippine Аг — Force 
Spokesperson canted Азн. 
Sing's final act “heroism of 
She highest order." 

‘$ He quoted Acosta as saying 
Shar Amatong had opted to re- 
пай in the aircraft to avoid a big- 
‘ger casualty count. 


went down 15 minutes later mid- 
way to Clark Field in Pampanga 
where they were to join aerial 
‘combat "mámeuve with US 
troops, Padilla said. 

Villagers reported seeing one 
of the engines emitting smoke 
before the aircraft plunged 
then exploded in the fishpond, 
Paombong police chief Rene 


bomb. 

The AFP has about a dozen OV- 
lOs;which are used mainly in 
Mindanao; -where government 
troops are battling communist 
and Muslim guerrillas. 

Air Force chief Lt. Gen. Jose L- 
Reyes ordered the entire OV-10 
fleet grounded after the acci- 


THE OV-10 BRONCO IS A LIGHT ATTACK AND 
cargo aircraft acquired by the US Marines in the 
1960s for visual investigations. The Bronco can be 
used for short take-offs and landings, helicopter 
escort, armed exploration, gunfire spotting and 
even low-level aerial photography. Its rear fuselage 
compartment can carry 3,200 pounds of cargo and 
five combat-equipped troops. 

While the US military has stopped using the 


OV10, other countries like-the Philippines, 
Colombia, Indonesia and Venezuela continue to 
бу Broncos. In September 2003, the Philippine. 
Air Force accepted eight OV-10 Bronco planes 
from Thailand. These were used mainly for re- 
connaissance flights and bombing runs to sup- 
port ground troops fighting with Muslim sepa- 
ratists and communist guerrillas in Mindanao. 
Cyrill. Bonabente, PDI Research « 
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SUBIC RAPE CASE 


Palace can't just abrogate 
VFA; usec explains why 


By Volt Contreras 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


IN A SIGN THAT MALACANANG may be cool 
to the congressional initiative to junk the RP- 
US Visiting Forces Agreement, a Palace offi 
cial yesterday warned the country could lose 
up to $8 million a year in military and human- 
itarian benefits if the 1998 accord were 
scrapped. 

"We benefit yearly – from $7 million to $8 
million - from all the different exercises we 
have with American military forces,” said Un- 
dersecretary Zosimo Paredes, executive direc- 
tor of the Presidential Commission on the VFA 
(VFACom). 

‘The annual "Balance Piston” exercises, for 
example, not only train Filipino troops but al- 
зо provide for "logistics reimbursement (from 
the US) in favor of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines" of around P1.6 million for am- 
‘munition and fuel used, he said. 

“So we would be losing this should these 
exercises be stopped on account of the scrap- 
ping of the VEA," Paredes said at a press con- 
ference he called at the Department of For- 
eign Affairs where the VFACom holds office. 

"The commission, which monitors the imple- 
‘mentation of the VFA, is headed by both the for- 
eign and defense secretaries as co-chairs 


T-year-old pact 

Last week, the Legislative Oversight Com- 
mittee on the VFA (Lovfa), composed of mem- 
bers of Congress, voted to recommend to the 
President the renegotiation of the 7-year-old 
pact after the US government refused to hand 
over to Philippine authorities ће four US 
Marines accused of raping a Filipino woman 
at the Subic Freeport last November. 

The US Embassy in Manila turned down the 
Philippine request for custody, citing a provision. 
in the УРА allowing the US to keep accused ser- 
vicemen in its care. 

The Lovfa adopted the resolution filed 
by Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago seek- 
ing to amend that provision and grant 
custody of accused US personnel to the 


jotdns.com philippines. 


Paredes said he disagreed with the tack tak- 


еп by Lovfa - which is to call for the abroga- 
tion of the pact and then renegotiate it ~ 
adding: "They should have instead extended 
their desire [to the Americans] to amend or 
make better the provisions of the VFA, rather 
than telling them ‘we will abrogate and then 
lets talk.” 

"Its not the way to negotiate between and 
among countries that have had long-standing 
amity between them," he said. 

‘The country’s religious, meanwhile, are not 
giving up on the bid for Philippine custody of 
the four Marines. 

The Association of Major Religious Supe- 
riors of the Philippines (AMRSP) yesterday 
asked the US Embassy to surrender Staff 
Sgt. Chad Brian Carpentier and Lance Cor- 
porals Daniel Smith, Keith Silkwood and 
Dominic Duplantis to Philippine authori- 
ties. 


‘Sense of fairness and justice’ 

"We appeal to the sense of fairness and jus- 
tice of the US Embassy to facilitate the effec- 
tive exercise of legal processes of the Philip- 
pine judicial system to give justice to the vic- 
tim by surrendering the accused to be put on 
trial in its courts," the group said in a state- 
ment. 

"The AMRSP represents more than 300 con- 
gregations such as the Franciscans, Jesuits, 
Dominicans, Benedictines, Augustinians and 
Lasallian Brothers. 

The AMRSP said the rape case "strengthens 
our conviction that the (VFA) should be abro- 
gated by the Philippine government.” 

"It not only occasions similar abuses and 
lation of human rights, but also casts a shad- 
ow on our sovereignty as a nation,” it said. 

"To show their support for the rape vic- 
tim, the religious groups designated Feb. 6, 
the feast day of St. Agatha, a martyr, аза 
“day of fasting and prayer for this intention 
and the intentions of all victims of sexual 
violence.” 

“To her mother's appeal for prayers, we of- 
fer those of our communities throughout the 
Philippines not only for the success of their le 
gal endeavors but for her healing and conso- 
lation," they said. 
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Fraport sale of Piatco stake to Yap's Manila Hotel in peril 


FRANKFURT AIRPORT OPERA- “It seems very likely that the The government had rejected receweaniniialsumof$SOmilion Fraport finance chief Stefan “Тһе negotiations are highly 
tor Fraport’s deal to sell its stake negotiations will fail,the source Frapor’s request for $425 million once it signed the deal, followed by Schulte told Reutersin November complex nd difficult,” the 


inthe operator of Manila airport's told Reuters yesterday. in compensation. the remaining $150 million within that the deal had been delayed spokesman said. 

third terminal to Manila Hotel for Fraport sought World Bank ar- Вих Fraport said on Aug. 26 it sit months of signing. and could yet fai. He added that Fraport was also 
$200 ee КА Ноот itaton to serie a dispute over had accepted Manila Hotels offer The Supreme Court had voided А Fraport spokesman said on continuing to pursue the case 
Concluded and will probably col. compensation for the terminal af- for із stake in the Philippine Inter- the contract between the govern. Tuesday that Fraport was sill in with the World Bank and that the 
lapse, a source familiar with the ter it was seized by the Philippine national AirTerminal Co. Inc (PIAT- ment and Piatco, saying amend- talks about selling its stake to Mani- 


B company was optimistic about 
matter said government in December 2004. CO) consortium and that it would ments to the contract wereillegal. — la Hotel, owned by Emilio Yap. 


the result. Reuters. 
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Gov't eyes sale of more Marcos loot for CARP 


From page Al 
program with the CARP deadlirie," he 
said in an interview yesterday. 

The DAR expressed confidence 
that the recent Supreme Court ruling 
declaring as ill-gotten 111,415 shares 
in Philippine Telecommunications In- 
vestment Corp. (PTIC) would beef up 
the CARP's possible fund source by at 
least P20 billion. 

‘The PTIC is the largest stockholder 
in the country's biggest telecommuni- 
cations firm, Philippine Long Distance 
‘Telephone Co. (PLDT), with a 28 per- 
cent stake. The ill-gotten shares, con- 
stituting 6.4 percent of PLDT, are said 
tobe worth P21 billion. 

“That has not been programmed 


yet by the PCGG, but we can assume. 
that it will also go to CARP once ће 
decision is final,” Galan said. This 
‘would bring the total disposable as- 
sets with the PCGG to P46 billion, not 
just P25 billion as projected. 

‘Under the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Law of 1998, all funds recov- 
ered from the Marcoses and their 
cronies should be used for land reform. 

Excluding the P8 billion set aside 
to indemnify the human rights vic- 
tims of the Marcos regime, only Р5 
billion is left of the Swiss deposits, the 
Department of Budget and Manage- 
ment (DBM) said at a budget hearing 
in the Senate the other day. 

On orders of the Swiss Federal 


Supreme Court, the Swiss deposits, 
amounting to $356 million in 1990, 
were transferred to a Philippine Na- 
tional Bank escrow account in 1998. 
Despite the Marcos family's motions 
for reconsideration, the Supreme 
Court in 2003 ruled to forfeit the 
money in favor of the government. 

The remaining PS billion will be 
used by CARP this year. (Its) practi- 
cally gone,” Nora C. Oliveros, a direc- 
tor at the DBM, told Senate President 
Franklin Drilon. 


‘Two years vs 2 decades 

Drilon had ordered the DBM to ex- 
plain how and why the Marcos funds 
"Were used, induding P49 billion that 


We have answers to all of your 
U.S. immigration questions. 


* backed by а team of immigration — 
professionals 


experts and 
+ practice devoted exc 


1-800-10-7733-837 
(for Manila Residents) (2) 759-6777 
or visit our website www.rreeves.com 


SSOCIATE 


REEVES 
Your Vu 


& A 


PASADENA 
рея 


мага apis n 


S 
" Я 
SAN амсо 


was released right before the May 2004 elec- 
tions. He speculated that part of the money went 
to the P728-million fertilizer fund that allegedly 
financed Ms Arroyo's election campaign. 

In the House of Representatives, Deputy Mi- 
nority Leader Satur С. Ocampo said yesterday 
that President Macapagal-Arroyo should be held 
accountable for what he called the misuse of the 
ill-gotten wealth recovered from the Marcoses, 

“What the budget department now admits 
is that Ms Arroyo only took a couple of years 
to apparently misspend almost all of what 
‘Marcos painstakingly and secretly stashed for 
two decades,” Ocampo said in a statement. 

‘Quoting documents gathered by Bayan Mu- 
ma, the party-list lawmaker said there were 
“clear indications that Ms Arroyo approved the 
use of the recovered Marcos [funds] not directly 
related to land distribution like personnel ex- 
penses ofthe agrarian reform department.” 

‘Ocampo said “a huge chunk” of the P27 bil- 
lion was “spent immediately before the fraud- 
ulent 2004 elections.” 

He said that as chair of the Presidential 
‘Agrarian Reform Council (PARC), the highest 
governing body on agrarian reform, Ms Ar- 
Toyo approved the questionable use of the 
Marcos funds by so-called "CARP-implement- 
ing" agencies like the agriculture, trade and 
industry and labor departments 


Show list of beneficiaries 

The Bayan Muna representative noted that 
“hundreds of millions of pesos” remained unac- 
counted for because of this irregularity. "They can- 
not even show a list of CARP beneficiaries" he said. 

Representatives Roseller Barinaga (NPC, 
Zamboanga del Norte) and Joel Mayo 
mario (Lakas, Davao Oriental) are also seek- 
ing an accounting of the Marcos funds. 

Barinaga, chair of the committee on labor 
and employment, said the public had every 
right to know how the funds were spent be- 
cause these formed part of the public funds 
plundered by the Marcos regime. 

Pending the full accounting, Barinaga 
urged everyone to suspend judgment on the 
CARP funds. 

Outside Congress, the Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas, a militant farmers group, called on the 
DAR to publicize how the land was actually dis- 
tributed to farmers to 
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Justify how the bulk of 
the P35 billion in Mar- 
cos wealth was spent. 
"Show us, the farm- 
ers and the public, 
where the money real 
ly went. That money 
was Stolen once by 
Mateos, and now it has 


Willy Marbella, КМР 
internal deputy secre- 
tary general, said. 

The PARC main- 
tained that the govem- 
ment had spent the 
Swiss deposits on CARP 
alone and that it could 
explain the disburse- 
ments of the fund. 

PARC finance direc- 
tor Aurita Carlos said 
the P49 billion re- 
leased by the DBM was 
used for activities of 
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“Pacquiao items"—from auto- 
graphed posters to boxing gloves 
action 
ures—have been offered for sale. 
The hottest item on the online 
auction block is the official 
“Team Pacquiao” jacket, which 
has been bid on nine times since 


Originally selling for $50, the 


An ebay member from the 


ет1024," is selling the white and 
red jacket bearing the logos of 
Pacquiao's corporate sponsors. 


Everlast gloves autographed by 
Pacquiao. Itsells for $174.99. 


with autographs of both Pacquiao 
and Morales has been sold for 
$127.50. The bidding started at 


‘An autographed 12" by 18" pho- 
tograph of the contenders was пос 
so hot, selling for only $2. Butan 8" 
by 10" photograph signed only by 
Pacquiao was sold for $29.99. 

‘A signed Pacquiao-Morales re- 
match poster is selling for $16.50, 
up from its original price of $9.99. 


A Pacquiao “No Fear” shirt is 
selling for $17, from the original 


A Pacquiao chrome lighter, 
made by a jewelry store in Cana- 
da, is selling for $19.98. 

But some items, such as DVD 
copies of the rematch, remain un- 


Other items still searching for 


other CARPmplementing agencies for land re- 
form. 

The Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources, for example, used the money for sur- 
veying public lands while the Land Registration 
Authority used it for titling, according to Carlos. 


GMA rice program 

‘The DAR and Department of Agriculture 
had signed a memorandum on the use of 
P544 million under the Ginintuang 
Masaganang Ani (GMA) rice program. 

Carlos said only P494 million of the P544 
million actually went to the DA for the pro- 
curement of seeds and farm inputs, while P50 
million was left with DAR for its farm-to-mar- 
ket road projects. 

“уе have a list of all the projects," he said, 
“We can explain everything." 

Galan said some groups often mistake the 
P544 million for the fertilizer fund but this 
жаз actually for seedlings that benefited 
agrarian reform beneficiaries, and therefore 
fell under the CARP as support service. 

їп a briefing paper released yesterday, the 
PARC said Congress approved the use of the 
agrarian reform fund during budget hearings 
with the DAR every year, including the use of 
the Marcos wealth to pay the salaries of CARP 
personnel in various agencies. 

“The annual budget requirement for CARP 
has always been subject to the approval of 
Congress ... Why are they questioning it now? 
They should know this," Carlos said. 

"The DAR said the actual cash from the Swiss 
deposits remaining with the National Treasury 
was still P10 billion, representing the P5 billion 
left for this year and another PS billion which was 
programmed for CARP last year but for which the 
DBM has not yet issued notices of cash allocation. 


Ortigas lot, TV stations 

With the Swiss deposits running out, the gov- 
ernment has identified other sources of funds. 

"The РОСС committed to remit P14.2 billion 
to the agrarian reform fund this year, banking 
on the sale of real property such as a lot on Or- 
браз Avenue corner Berkeley Street near the 
PCGG office, the “Payanig sa Pasig” lot, the Ba- 
naue Inn in Baguio, lots in Caloocan, Iligan, 
Naga and Legazpi cites, and the Piedras 
Petroleum property in Bataan. 

"The РСОС also has to privatize sequestered 
‘TV stations IBC 13 and RPN 9, and sell its shares 
in Meralco and other firms. The PCGG tried but 
failed to dispose of these assets last year. 

“The problem is that there is always a fail- 
ure in bidding. Its not the PCGG's fault, it’s 
just that the government has procedures that 
have to be followed, Galan said. oe 


been--stolen again; В 


Galan said another option to fund CARP 
was to increase the collection rate among 
some 4.2 million farmer beneficiaries, who 
still owe the government some P40 billion in. 
unpaid land amortizations. 

He said the government was receiving only 
about 17 percent of the annual collectibles from 
farmers because it was hard to identify and reach 
the beneficiaries, especially those covered by col- 
lective certificate of land ownership awards. 

"The problem is that we are very lax with them. 
The farmers can choose not to pay if they have a 
bad farming season, or if disasters hit their area, 
and they produce nothing,” Galan said. With re- 
ports from Michael Lim Ubac and Alcuin Papa 


Pacquiao hot ... 


both Pacquiao and Morales 
($149.99) and an autographed 
headgear ($124.99). 

Another Pacquiao item stil 
searching for а buyer is a new 
pair of white wristbands. 


fig- 


Wristbands ignored 

Despite pleas from a Connecti- 
cut-based seller, the wristbands 
are being ignored. 

“This package of wristbands is 
extremely rare and difficult to 
find, Even in Manila it is difficult 
to find Darlington products fea- 
turing Manny's endorsement. As 
Manny says, ‘Darlington, siyem- 
pre.’ Here is your chance to own 
this brand new pair of wrist- 
bands. Supply is extremely limit- 
ed,” the seller wrote. 

^ Philippine-based seller is also 
having a hard time selling video- 
taped copies of the 10 fights of 
Pacquiao against Mexican fighters 
Morales, Marco Antonio Barrera 
and Juan Manuel Marquez. 
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Singson gives side. 

"The bout was widely watched. 
in the Philippines and Pacquiao's 
victory lifted the spirits of Fi 
ipinos. But the appearance of 
First Gentleman Jose Miguel Ar- 
Toyo and Tocos Sur Gov. Luis 
“Chavit” Singson in the ring right 
after Pacquiao defeated Morales 
drew sharp criticism. 

Singson yesterday explained his 
presence in the ring at the Thomas 
& Mack Center in Las Vegas. 

fanny signaled me to join 
him in the ring. So 1 did. What's 
wrong with that?” Singson said in 
astatement, 

"It would have been bad if 1 did 
mot honor his invitation. He 
might have been offended," 

To his critics, Singson said: 
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Sandigan denies 
Erap’s bail petition 


By Nelson Е Flores 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN YESTERDAY DE- 
NIED a request by former President Joseph 
Estrada to be freed on bail, but said he 
could choose between continued detention 
at his sprawling rest house in Tanay, Rizal, 
ог be moved to the Veterans Memorial 
Medical Center in Quezon City as he pre- 
pares to testify at his plunder trial. 

Estrada's lawyers had petitioned the Sandi- 
ganbayan's Special Division to allow the for- 
mer President to post bail or be moved to his 
residence at Polk Street, Greenhills, San Juan, 
to make him more accessible to them and po- 
tential witnesses. 

‘They had explicitly asked that Estrada not 
be detained at the military hospital because of 
"its chilling effect” on their client-lawyer dis- 
cussions and the possibility the toppled lead- 
er's quarters would be bugged. 

In its seven-page ruling, the court said 
Estrada's concerns about convenience and 
quick access could be "sufficiently addressed 
-.. by the accused former President's tempo- 
rary transfer to the VMMC only for the limited 
duration of the defense team's preparations 
for the accused's taking the witness stan 
cluding the accused's actual presentation in 


Land registry chief can’t 
feign ignorance, staffers say 


Courtas witness.” 

“Otherwise, the accused former President 
shall remain at his place of detention at his 
property in Tanay, Rizal,” the court said. 

Government lawyers opposed Estrada's 
motion for bail or transfer to his Greenhills 
home but were amenable to his detention at 
the hospital. 

At the same time, the court rejected for lack 
of merit an earlier motion by the prosecution 
to set aside a July 2004 ruling allowing Estra- 
da to be detained at his Tenay rest house. The 
prosecution wanted Estrada returned to Vet- 
erans Memorial. 

The court said that ordinary legal provi- 
sions where an accused should be detained 
“do not apply in this case since the accused's 
situation as a detention prisoner is obviously 
and inevitably affected by extraordinary con- 
siderations to safeguard the accused's safety 
and security as well as to promote and protect 
public interest.” 

Moreover, the court stressed that “full 
control of the Tanay property was turned 
over to the Court and the Philippine Na- 
tional Police, such that said property is 
now being controlled and supervised like a 
jail от detention facility by the PNP under 
the Court's authority.” 


Pimentel 
still wants 
P1.3B back 


LAND REGISTRA-tion authority 
administrator Benedicto Ulep isa. 
former Quezon City judge so he 
cannot feign ignorance of the law 
as his defense in two graft cases 
filed against him before the Om- 
budsman, according to LRA per- 
sonnel. 

LRA staffers have filed crimi- 
mal and administrative com- 
plaints against Ulep for alleged 
violation of both Republic Acts 
9184 and 3019, also known as 
the Government Procurement 
Reform Act.and the Anti-Graft 
and Corrupt Practices Act, re- 
spectively. 

Case records showed that 
sometime in January 2004, 
Ulep “reorganized” the LRA 
bids and awards committee 
(BAC) by folding the agency's 
project management commit- 
tee, which he chairs, into the 
BAC. 

That gave him a slot in the 
BAC, contrary to RA 9184 which 
states: “In no case shall the 


(agency's) approving authority 
bea member of the BAC." 

During the next 10 months, 
Ulep collected almost 300,000 
in honoraria from the ВАС. 

“No act of dircumvention could be 
more obvious. It does not take a ge- 
nius to unravel the nefarious scheme 
conjured up by (Ulep)" the com- 
plainants told the Ombudsman. 

Мерз "display of gross igno- 
rance of the law made him unfit 
for public office,” they said. 

Ulep was appointed head of 
the LRA, а Department of Justice- 
attached agency, in February 
2002. 

Responding to the charges, he 
said he had acted “in good faith” 
and returned the honoraria 
which covered the period of Jan- 
ату to November 2004. 

In his counter-affidavit, Ulep 
referred to а Commission on Au- 
dit memorandum which said the 
LRA chief had committed an 
"honest mistake” in collecting the 
honoraria. Jerry E. Esplanada 
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By Philip C. Tubeza 


SENATE MINORITY 
leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. yesterday 
decried the govern- 
mentis failure to re- 
cover the P1.3 billion 
that the Commission 
on Elections paid for 
automated vote- 
counting machines 
(ACMs) that were or- 
dered for the 2004 
elections but were 
found to be unsuit- 
able. 

Pimentel said the 
chances of recover- 
ing the money have 
dimmed after the of- 
ficers and incorpora- 
tors of MegaPacific, 
which supplied the 
ACMs, dissolved the 
company and closed 
down its Metro Mani- 
la office. 

He also cited the 
findings of Ombuds- 
man graft investiga- 
tors concerning Com- 
elec chair Benjamin 
Abalo’ ^ allegedly 
dose — relationship 
with MegaPacifics 
incorporators. 

In January 2004, 
the Supreme Court 
voided the Comelec 
contract for the 
ACMs with MegaPa- 
cific for being tainted 
“with graft and legal 
infirmities.” 

The high court dis- 
covered that the 
Comelec’s own tech- 
nical specifications 
for the voting ma- 
chines had not been 
followed. 

Pimentel — raised 
the issue of ACM deal. 
at the budget hear- 
ings for the Comelec 
which is asking for P1 
billion for its mod. 
ernization program 
in the 2006 national 
budget. 

Abalos told legisla- 
tors that the Comelec 
would be pursuing its 
program to install an 
electronic voting sys- 
tem. 

But Pimentel said 
Congress should not 
allocate any more 
funds for poll mod- 
ernization this year 
until Abalos and oth- 
er Comelec commis- 
sioners resign "for 
having lost their 
credibility.” 

Ош of delicadeza, 
Abalos and other 
Comelec officials 
should refrain from 
undertaking a new. 
modernization pro- 
gram considering 
that they are facing 
criminal charges over 
ihe — vote-counting 
machine contract, he. 
said. 
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Another Magdalo officer claims he escaped 


AJUNIOR ARMY OFFICER CHARGED 
in connection with the 2003 Oakwood 
mutiny said he escaped from а deten- 
tion facility in Fort Bonifacio last Jan. 
18 after he was wrongly accused of be- 
ing part of a coup plot. 

‘Army 2nd Lt. Aldrin Baldonado, a 
member of the Philippine Military Acade- 
‘my Clas of 2001, said he was arrested ear- 
ly on Jan. 18 and taken to the Custodial 
Management Unit (CMU). 

“I escaped because 1 was forcibly de- 
tained Wednesday moming even if Tm i 
nocent and even ifthey can't show me any 
reason why Im being detained," Baldona- 
до said in a statement sent through his 
lawyer Roel Pulido. 

“Му brother officers told me of an evil 
intention of the AFP leadership, that we 
will be detained and presented to the pub- 
lic as coup plotter(s},"he added. 

Baldonados escape took place just 
hours after four junior Army officers, who 
‘are among the soldiers being tried on coup 
deat charges for their alleged participa- 
tion in the Oakwood mutiny escaped from. 
the CMU under still unexplained circum- 
sances. 

Army spokesperson Ма}. Bartolome 
Bacaro however denied that Baldonado 
was ever detained. 

He said Baldonado was charged with 
being absent without leave (Awol) from 
Jan. 5 toJan. 15. 

He said Baldonado reported for duty at 


the Army Headquarters and Headquarters 
‘Support Group (GI) on Jan. 16, and then 
‘went Awol on Jan. 17. 

"How could he have escaped when he 
was not detained?” said Bacarro 

Baldonado was one of 71 junior officers 
charged before a court martial with failure 
to suppress mutiny after their names ар- 
peared in a diskette allegedly containing 
the list of members of the selédecared 
“Magdalo” group that took over the Oak- 
wood Premier hotel for a day in July 2003. 
The diskette was reportedly recovered 
from the hotel 


Never detained 

Five Magdalo soldiers have escaped 
from jail this month. They indude Cape. 
Nicanor Faeldon, who escaped on Dee. 14, 
and Ist is. Patricio Bumidang, Lawrence 
San Juan and Sonny Sarmiento, and Capt. 
Nathaniel Rabonza who bolted on Jan. 
18. 

Baldonado was never detained with the 
other mutineers. 

Ви he and two other officers have not 
been cleared of the charges despite a certi- 
fication from Maj. Gen. Alexander Yano 
that Baldonado was with him in Mindanao 
atthe time of the mutiny. 

Pulido said he became worried about 
Baldonado after the Army declared him 
Awolon Jan. 19. 

But Baldonaldo contacted 
his mother on the evening of Jan. 19 to say 


lewas safe” 

Ла his statement, Baldonado daimed 
fellow soldiers had allowed him to leave 
the detention compound. 

Не abo chimed to have stayed 
‘overnight at the house ofa sympathetic se- 
nior oficer, and that on Jan. 19 he joined 
the four Army officers who had escaped. 

He daimed the senior officer was shel- 
tering the escapes. 

‘State prosecutors meanwhile are op- 
posing the transfer of three Magdalo off 
cars, led by Navy Lt. Antonio Trülanes Ш, 
saying the timing of the request for transfer 
маз “highly suspect” and that the men can 
be considered "serious flight risks.” 

Ina fivepage comment, State Prosecu- 
tor Juan Pedro Navera wamed that the 
transfer of the Magdalo soldiers from their 
detention facility at the Intelligence Service 
of the Armed Forces of the the Philippines 
(Бар) to the Marine Detention Center in 
Fort Bonifacio may result in their escape. 

"The timing of the motion to be trans- 
fered to the Marine brig is highly suspect. 
Ir bears stressing... the accused-movants 
never mentioned the escape of their co- 
conspirator, fugitive accused (Capt. 
Nicanor Faidon) on Dec. 14, 20057 
Navera said. 

Ina motion, defense counsel Ruel Puli- 
do had sought the transfer of Trillanes, 
Сар. James Layug and Capt. Gary Alejano 
toFor Bonifacio. Dona Pazzibugan and 
Tarra V Quismundo 


5 Magdalo escapees put 
on hold-departure list 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION. HAS 
placed the five escaped Magdalo mutineers 
оп its hold-departure watchlist to prevent 
them from slipping out of the country. 

BI Commissioner Alipio Femandez Jr. is- 
sued the order on Friday, three days after 
Army Capt. Nathaniel! Rabonza and First Lieu- 
tenants Patricio Bumidang Jr, Sonny 
Sarmiento and Lawrence San Juan bolted out 
of their detention cells inside Fort Bonifacio. 

“We have instructed our immigration offi 
cers that апу of these fugitives are encoun- 
tered, they should not be allowed to leave 
and should be turned over to the military in- 
stead,” Fernandez said in a statement. 

Earlier placed on the watchlist was Ма- 
rine Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, who gave his 
military escorts the slip during a hearing of 
his coup d'etat case in Makati in December. 
Ahold-departure order was issued last year 
against Faeldon upon the instruction of the 
Department of Justice. 

The four officers, except Bumidang who 
was not charged with coup d'etat, are also 


the subject of arrest warrants. 

The Magdalo officers are among those 
who participated in the July 2003 Oakwood 
mutiny, where rebel soldiers took over a ser- 
viced apartment complex in the Makati 
business district and demanded the resigna- 
tion of President Macapagal-Arroyo for al- 
legedly abetting corruption in the military. 

‘After successful negotiations, the muti- 
neers later surrendered peacefully 

Since becoming a fugitive, Faeldon has 
called on the people to join his cause in un- 
seating the President, while the escape of 
the four Army officers was linked to anoth- 
er plot to destabilize the administration, 

The Philippine National Police has of- 
fered a P500,000 reward—P100,000 for 
each officer—for any information that 
could lead to the arrest of the fugitives. 

But Gina de la Cruz, convenor of the La- 
ban ng Masa and secretary general of Alab 
Katipunan, appealed to the public not to be 
enticed by the reward. 

“Do not be blinded by the reward. (The five) 
are not fugitives but principled soldiers of the 
people;"shesaid. — With Luige A. del Puerto 


chachastarts Davide named adviser on poll reforms 


in Congress with 
bid to revive 
Sabah claim 


By Norman Bordadora 


‘THE CAMPAIGN TO AMEND THE CON- 
stitution began on an earnest note at the 
House of Representatives yesterday with 
the committee on constitutional amend- 
ments adopting a “working draft” provi- 
sion on national territory which could 
revive the Philippine claim to the East 
Malaysian state of Sabah. 

‘The committee unanimously adopted 
а proposed amendment that would re- 

"define the national territory to include 
territories over which the Philippines 

“has “historic right or legal title.” 

Cagayan de Oro City Rep. Constanti- 
no Jaraula, chair of the committee on 
constitutional amendments, said during 
a hearing yesterday that the framers of 
the 1987 Constitution erred in removing 
the clause from the Charter. 

“This had been studied very well by 
the 1972 [Constitutional Convention} 
delegates and we are trying to restore 
ic" said Jaraula who was himself a dele- 
gate to that convention. 

He said the Constitution should protect 
the heirs of the Sultan of Sulu, the propri- 
etary rulers of Sabah who claim to have 
merely leased, not sold, the territory to the 
British Bast India Company which in um 
passed it on to the British Crown and then 
tothe post-colonial state of Malaysia. 

"с should protect the country in re- 
gard to the dispersed islands in the 
Spratlys. We would have no basis to ob- 
jectto incursions into our sea lanes with- 
out this," Jaraula said. 

Jaraula said a restoration ofthe clause 
would revive the Philippine claim to 
Sabah and would provide the basis for 
the protection of the country's sea lanes 
around the Kalayaan islands in the dis- 
puted Spratlys group. He also said it 
‘would also cover the Philippines claim 
to the Scarborough Shoal in the South 
China Sea. 

No objection was máde to the motion 
to adopt the amendment and the motion 
was readily adopted. 

Jaraula, who authored the working 
draft, would not go into the details or 
implications of the adoption of the pro- 
vision but maintained it had already 
been thoroughly studied. 


By Christine О. Avendaño 
and Jerome Aning 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO YES- 
terday named former Chief Justice Hilario 
Davide Jr. as her Presidential Adviser on 
Electoral Reforms and promptly tasked 
him to oversee reforms in the poll system. 

The President announced Davide's ap- 
pointment at the conclusion of the Coun- 
cil of State meeting in Malacafiang which 
included discussions on reforming the 
electoral system. 

“And to shepherd these electoral re- 
forms, lam very proud that former Chief 
Justice Hilario Davide Jr. has consented 
to be my Presidential Adviser on Electoral 
Reforms,” Ms Arroyo told reporters. 

Davide headed the Commission on 
Elections from February 1988 to January 
1990 and was responsible for crafting the 
agency's rules of procedure. 

‘Asked if the President gave him a time 
frame to implement reforms, Davide said 
there must be one “because of the urgen- 
су of the reforms,” and vowed to get the 
reforms done “as soon as possible.” 

‘A draft of the executive order creating 
the Office of the Presidential Adviser on 
Electoral Reforms showed that the body 
‘would examine the electoral process and 
system and would make appropriate гес- 
‘ommendations to the President. 


‘The draft EO also said Davide would 
assist the President “in searching for wor- 
thy appointees to the institution(s) con- 
ferred by the Constitution with the charge 
of the enforcement and administration of 
laws relevant to the conduct of elec- 
tions. 

The EO also directed Davide to submit 
his report and recommendations to the 
President not later than 60 days from the 
start of his work 


Former President Fidel V Ramos said 
he expected the poll reforms to be imple- 
mented in time for the mid-term elections 
nextyear. 

Ramos said that during discussions 
yesterday, there was consensus among 
the group on the need for the 2007 elec- 
tion to push ahead. 

For his part, Comelec chair Benjamin 
Abalos said he welcomed the prospect of 
working with Davide. 

"[Davide's] appointment is most wel 
come and we're definitely going to submit 
[to him} our recommendations concern- 
ing electoral reforms,” he told reporters. 

Abalos said he and other commission- 
ers would be meeting with Davide to “dis- 
cuss the agency's modernization program 
as well as possible amendments to the 
Omnibus Election Code." 

Abalos added that with Davide's help, 
Congress might finally be persuaded to 
give its approval—and funding—to Com- 
lecs long-delayed modernization pro- 
gram. 

"Hopefully, Congress would approve 
our modernization program and all possi- 
ble laws that go with it,” he said. 

Comelec is currently facing a credibili- 
ty crisis following disclosures that one of 
its commissioners allegedly plotted with 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to rig the 
May 2004 presidential elections, 


House committee OKs budget 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


AFTER A LONG DELAY, THE HOUSE AP- 
propriations committee has approved in 
toto the Р1.05 trillion national budget 
presented to Congress last August by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The committee adopted late Monday 
the 2006 General Appropriations Act, in- 
cluding the P5-billion "Kilos Asenso Sup- 
port Fund" and the P3-billion “Kalayaan 
Barangay Program Fund." 

The P8-billion fund, which will be 
tucked into the budget of the Office of the. 
President, has provoked opposition suspi- 
cions that Malacafiang was inserting it in 
the budget ас а form of pork barrel for lo- 
cal government officials 

The amount is more than the proposed 
combined pork barrel allocations of the 
House and Senate amounting to P6.2 billion. 


The pork barrel is a provision of the bud- 
getto fund the pet projects of congressmen 
and senators and is a known to be a source. 
of kickbacks for many legislators. 

Now called the Priority Development 
Assistance Fund (PDAF), it was reduced 
last year to P40 million (from P70 million) 
for each House member and to P120 mil- 
lion (from P200 million) for each senator 

The President herself called for cuts in 
the legislators pork barrel in 2004 as part. 
of the governments cost-cutting mea- 
sures to tame the budget deficit. 

Аз of press time, the House majority 
had not come up with an explanation as 
to why the congressional pork barrel was 
increased by P100 million. 

Congress allocated P8 billion for PDAF 
in 2004, P6.1 billion in 2005 and 6.2 bil- 
lion this year. 


Significantly, the approved budget 


does not contain any provisions for a 
plebiscite or any other expenses for the 
Charter reform being strongly espoused 
by the House majority. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye has de- 
nied some senators’ allegations that the 
two new items in the proposed national 
budget were pork barrel funds. 

Bunye said "these are fund: 
point pro-poor agenda designed to put more 
food on the table, shelter over families and 
education for those who cannot afford it.” 

Budget Secretary Romulo Neri has ex- 
plained that the Kilos Asenso Fund is part 
of the P13.7-billion “healing fund" creat- 
ей by Ms Arroyo to “heal the wounds” in- 
flicted by the people power uprisings of 
1986 and 2001 and to address poverty. 

He said it was a performance-based 
counterpart fund intended for local govern- 
ment units “for development spending." 


Ex-SC chief 
to address 
bishops on 
nat'l situation 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE COUNTRYS ROMAN 
Catholic bishops yesterday pre- 
pared themselves for this year's 
first plenary meeting later in the 
week with a briefing on the na- 
tional situation by former Chief 
Justice Hilario Davide Jr. 

Davide's talk was part of a 
three-day seminar-workshop be- 
fore members of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines (CBCP) gather in a closed 
door plenary assembly on Satur- 
day at the Pope Pius XII Catholic 
Center in Manila. 

The workshop was off limits to 
the media. 

Also scheduled to enlighten 
the bishops on the national situa- 
боп yesterday were Christian 
Monsod, former Commission on 
Elections chair, and law expert Fr. 
Miguel Bernas. 

The CBCP media office said the 
bishops would face the press at 4 
p.m. next Sunday to read а pas- 
toral statement. 

The lectures preparatory to the 
plenary meeting were intended 
to provide the bishops with dif- 
ferent perspectives on sensitive 
issues such as the legitimacy of 
the Arroyo administration, two 
CBCP officials told the INguIReR 
earlier. 

In their plenary gathering last 
year, some bishops brought news- 
paper clippings on divergent 
views on President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's alleged manipulation of 
the 2004 election results. 

Various groups are urging the 
CBCP to abandon its supposedly 
“play-safe” position on current 
political issues, particularly the 
unresolved "Hello Garci” scandal, 
as demonstrated in the pastoral 
statement it issued in July 2005. 
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An Appeal to President Gloria Macagapal Arroyo 
for the Release of the Names of West Negros 
College Nursing Examinees 


HER EXCELLENCY GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO 
President 

Republic of the Philippines 

Malacaiiang Palace, Manila, 

Philippines 


Dear Madam President: 


In behalf of the December 2005 nursing examinees of West Negros College whose names and examination results were withheld by the Profession- 
al Regulatory Commission or PRC, we are writing this letter to appeal to your good office to intervene in our behalf for the release of our names. 
More than a month had passed from the release of the results of the 2005 December Nursing Licensure Examination, and yet we have not received 
any communication from PRC as to the status of our examination results nor are we in the pass or fail list. We all feel that it is our right to know the 
result regardless whether we have passed or not in the examination so that we can plan and move ahead with our lives. 


` Representations have been made by our school and meeting between PRC and the Commission on Higher Education or CHED had been done, yet 
nothing definite came out of it. What is sad to note is that we have not received any written communication from PRC informing us of the reason 
why our names were not released and whenever we call the PRC Office no definite answer was given. 


Until now what we have are hearsays that the reason for the withholding of our names is due to subject overloading. However, if this is the case, 
the approval of the overloading is delegated by CHED to the Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) as per CHED Hero Memorandum No. 147 series of 
2001, a copy of which is attached. This circular has authorized the dean of the school to approve overloads of students, subject sequencing, substitu- 
tion and accreditation of units earned. This is the very reason why CHED had issued our 5.0. or special order that qualifies us to take the nursing ex- 
amination. Granting without admitting that there may be requirements not complied; it would be just and proper for PRC to inform us so that we 
j| can make the necessary action. 


Up to this moment we are still in the dark. Therefore, we appeal to you Madam President to help us. We have studied so hard, made sacrifices with 
our families, spent time and money for tuitions just to be able to graduate and take the board examination so that we can become registered nurses. 
Becoming a nurse would not only give из а brighter professional advancement both here and abroad but also will enable us to help fulfill our moral 
duty to help our country in earning dollars that could boost our economy. In addition this will give our families decent lives and secure the future of 
our children. Delaying the results would deprive not only us of these chances but also our country and our fellowmen in favor of other nationalities 
aspiring to take advantage of the opportunities in the demand for nurses abroad. 


Ithas been a long and anxious wait for us and this has affected our lives, our work and our families. The mental anguish, sleepless nights and pain 
that we have gone through in the past days could not be measured and no amount of money can compensate for this ordeal. While we believe that we 
are trying to do our best for our family and for our country we аге at a quandary why a government agency stands between what we aspire for. As nurs- 
es, we intend to uphold the dignity and respect that Filipino professionals deserve. We have sought all avenues to seek remedies for this, yet to no avail. 
We feel that we have been judged, convicted and sentenced without due process, thus this desperate appeal to your sense of justice. We hope that 
through this letter you will empathize with us and hear our plea for assistance and expedite the release of our nursing examinatiorr results. 


а quet v. 
Thank you. 

Respectfully yours, 

December 2005 West Negros College Nursing Examinees 
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From page Al 

The discovery of the recruit- 
ment followed the Jan. 17 escape 
of four junior Army officers who 
were part of the Oakwood mutiny 
on July27, 2003. 

‘Capt. Nathaniel Rabonza and 1st 
Lieutenants Lawrence San Juan, 
Sonny Sarmiento and Patricio Bu- 
midang Jr. escaped from a deten- 
tion facility in Fort Bonifacio under 
still unknown circumstances. 

A month earlier, on Dec. 14, an- 
other Oakwood mutineer, Marine 
Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, escaped 
from his military escorts outside 
the Makati Regional Trial Court. 

Yesterday, another Oakwood 
mutneer Lt. Aldrin Baldonado, 
said he escaped from his detention 
in Fort Bonifacio on Jan. 18, ога 
day after the Magdalo 4's escape. 


Threat 

While military commanders 
wete looking into the recruitment 
attempts, a rumor spread on ће 
night of Jan. 21 that AFP Chief of 
Staff Gen. Generoso Senga had 
resigned. 


“te 


Senga denied this on Monday 
in a press conference, where he 
admitted “a threat” against the 
Arroyo administration. 

Due to the coup rumors, Senga, 
along with the heads of the Anny, 
Navyand А Force, madea rare show 
of force at the press conference to de- 
dare that the military remained "in- 
tact” behind the chain of command. 

Senga reluctantly admitted the 
“threat” to unseat Ms Arroyo, but 
tried to downplay itas “not serious.” 


Orchestrated 

Kison said the spread of the ri- 
mor of Senga's resignation was 
timed while the latter was on a 
plane en route to Manila from Ce- 
bu, and thus could not be reached 
оп his mobile phone. 

"Thats why it’s been said the 
[coup] plans are comprehen- 
sive,” Kison said, adding: 

looks 
[Events] are happening at the 
same time—the escape, the ru- 
mor that General Senga has re- 
signed, the things they've been 
saying. It's orchestrated.” 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


for questioning.” 


orchestrated. 


First time 


Оп Jan. 19, Navy Lt. Antonio 
Trillanes IV, spokesperson of the 
“Magdalo” mutineers, had warned. 

a statement that the escape was 

just part of things to come.” 

Kison said that while military 
authorities had an idea who were 
involved in the recruitment, no 
опе had been arrested or “held 


‘Asked if those behind the re- 
cruitment меге civilians or re- 
tired or active military officers, he 
said: “We don't know yet." 

“The recruitment attempt was 
discovered early Its not yet a plan 
to [stage a coup d'etat). They are 
still recruiting,” he stressed, adding: 

“Yes, the recruitment is going 
on. That's why our commanders 
are correcting this, talking to 
theirmen about their gripes.” 

Kison also said the comman- 
ders came to learn about the re- 
cruitment because some junior of- 
ficers had informed them about it. 


It was the first time the AFP. 
categorically admitted that re- 


tary detention. 


onhisown. 


Putup or shutup 


President to appoint 54 generals 


From page Al 
with forces under their command, turn 
around and fight against her" 

He observed that the number of generals 
scheduled to retire this year—54, or 40 per- 
cent of the 134 in the active service—was "un- 
usually large.” 

Ermita was referring particularly to the two- 
star generals in charge of eight divisions (which 
in turn have four brigades, each led by a one- 
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star general) in Zamboanga, Rizal, Cagayan de 
Oro, Isabela, Iloilo, Cebu, Samar and Bicol. 

Other key military divisions that were inte- 
gral parts of past coup attempts were the 
Marines, Scout Rangers and Special Forces. 

Опе of the most anticipated retirements 
this year is that of Gen. Generoso Senga, the 
AFP chief of staff, in July. 

His most likely successor is the Army chief, 
Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, whom ob- 
servers describe as fiercely loyal to the Presi- 
dent. 


Service reputation 
Esperon, one of the military officials men- 
tioned in the “Hello Garci” tape alleging fraud 
in the presidential election of 2004, was AFP 
deputy chief of staff for operations in that year. 
Except for the AFP chief of staff, whose 
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term can be extended at the discre- 
tion of the President, all generals are. 
supposed to retire after 30 years of 
service or when they reach 56 years of 
age, whichever comes first, Ermita 


said. 


The Board of Generals recom- 
the President the junior offi- 
cers it deems worthy of promotion to 


mends te 


the elite ranks of the generals. 


‘The recommendation is based on 
several factors such as seniority, compe- 
tence, discipline and loyalty, or what Er- 
mita called “a service reputation built on 


15 or more years of experience.” 


“But ultimately, it is the President 
who will make the final choice, and 1 
believe that the most important con- 
sideration will be loyalty,” Ermita said. 

However, loyalty to the Constitu- 
tion and the Commander in Chief 
should not be equated with “blind 
loyalty” because soldiers are capable 


FrompageAl 


nent people who could suffer from 
this is President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, said Danny Atienza at the Bu- 
long Pulungan forum yesterday. 

Atienza said another attempt 
would be made to unseat Ms Ar- 
royo, whose allies killed an im- 
peachment complaint against her 
last year over revelations in the 
“Hello Garci” tapes that she may 
have manipulated the 2004 presi- 
dential election. 

“She should be able to go 
through June 6, 2006. IF she man- 
ages to get through this day, she has 
a good chance that she will stay 
longer in her post,” Atienza said. 

In waming that this coming 
June 6 may be crucial for Ms Ar- 
Toyo, Atienza pointed out that it is 
the sixth month in 2006. The date. 
could be taken as “666,” which he 
said was the number of the devil. 

Atienza said he had been 
studying the zodiac to look at the 


| fortunes of bigwigs in politics and 


business through the years. 
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cruitment was going on in the 
ranks fora coup d'etat. 

Last month, unnamed Army of- 
ficials claimed to have confirmed 
a plot to stage a coup d'etat while 
the President was in Malaysia 
from Dee. 10 to 11. But the mili- 
tary and police leadership pub- 
licly denied there was such a plot. 

Ап AFP officer who spoke on 
condition of anonymity divulged a 
supposed plan to get Trillanes and 
other Magdalo leaders out of mili- 


“There are plans to rescue him 
and the others,” said the officer, 
adding that the military was con- 
fident Trillanes could not escape 


During a budget hearing at the 
Senate, а furious Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. assailed 
Senga, Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez and presidential chief 
of staff Michael Defensor for sup- 
posedly fanning coup rumors and 
dared them to arrest the plotters. 
“АП this talk by General Senga 


tary Defensor sayi 


‘Utang na loob’ 


year, Ms Arroyo has 


Uncanny predictions 

He claimed to have correctly 
predicted the assassination of op- 
position leader Benigno Aquino, 
the dismantling of the Ferdinand. 
Marcos dictatorship and Fidel 
Ramos election as President. 

He said he knew Joseph Estra- 
da would win the 1998 presiden- 
tial election but that he would not 
complete his erm. 

‘Atienza also said he saw the 
impending deaths of former Sen. 
Raul Roco and movie actor Fer- 
nando Poe Jr. although he inco 
rectly predicted that three presi- 
dential candidates in the 2004 
balloting would die. 

He also said he predicted the 
July 1990 earthquake and the De- 
cember 2004 tsunami. 


Year of traitors 

"This is the year of traitors and 
the devil,” he said. 

He also warned that Ms Arroyo 
could be stabbed in the back by 
somebody close to her. Other 
politicians were also likely to 
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АЕР: Junior officers being recruited for coup 


about a coup, Secretary Gonzalez. 
saying there's a coup, and Secre- 
g theres a 
coup—these are irresponsible 
statements,” Pimentel said. 

He added: “General Senga has 
to put up or shut up. That in- 
dudes Secretary Gonzalez and 
Secretary Defensor 
they're not helping any" 

Pimentel flared up after offi- 
cials of the Department of Budget 
and Management said coup ru- 
mors would adversely affect the 
foreign exchange rate. 

‘The senator said Senga, Gonzalez 
and Defensor should order the arrest 
of the coup plotters and fle charges 
against them instead of fanning ru- 
mors of a fresh destabilization plot. 

“If they have the goods on peo- 
ple, if there's a plot, they should 
arrest... all those connected with 
the plot. That's a crime. For them 
to say that there's a plot, coup at- 
tempt etc, they're not helping 
our country any,” he said. 

Gonzalez had earlier warned 
ofa coup attempt between Friday 
midnight and Saturday morning, 


of making intellectual and moral 
judgments on their own, he said. 

"(The strongman Ferdinand] Mar- 
соз appointed all his generals, but 
they turned against him. There would 
have been no Edsa People Power I [in 
February 1986] if all military men 
had blind loyalty" Ermita said. 


With her appointment of Senga last 
ed the promo- 
tion papers of eight generals in just 
four years in office—more than any 
other President in the post-Edsa years. 
She has also named retired gener- 
als to high government positions. 
Ermita said soldiers were just like 
most Filipinos nursing a debt of grati- 
tude toward people who had promot- 
ed them. But he said this utang ng 
loob could only go so far in the mi 
tary, which operates according to a 
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citing his own sources. Defensor, 
for his part, warned that the plot- 
ters would be met “fire with fire.” 

In a statement, Pimentel theb- 
tized that the administration and the. 
AFP brass could be merely trying to 
put up a "brave face" by claiming 
that the junior officers lacked the ca- 
pabilityto mountacoup. * 

He said the administration and 
the military seemed oblivious to 
the “growing unrest in the АРЕ 
which may have lulled them into 
a false sense of security" 

Pimentel said that if the 
115,000-member military re- 
mained united behind the Arroyo 
administration, the escape of the 
five Magdalo officers would not 
have happened. 

“In other words, Gloria should 
feel worried and jolted because 
while the generals may still be 
supporting her, the junior officers 
may be harboring another 
view—they share the sentiment 
of the majority of Filipinos for the 
Presidents removal,” he said. 

With reports from TJ Burgonio 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


because. 


rigid, hierarchical structure different 
from civilian organizations. 

"Soldiers are not mindless sheep. 
They can think for themselves, but all 
within the organization,” Ermita said. 

The chance to reward junior offi 
cers with promotions comes at an op- 
portune time for the President, whois 
facing a fresh wave of unrest, espe- 
cially among the lower-rank officers 

Apart from the rumors of a coup 
plot confirmed by Senga and Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez, Ms Arroyo is 
said to be concerned about her erod- 
ing base of support in the military 

last weekend, military insiders 
said cracks were showing in the AFR 
as supposedly illustrated by the es- 
cape within four weeks of five officers 
who took part in the 2003 Oakwood 
mutiny, and the ease with which rebel 
officers had been speaking out 


against the administration. 


Psychic sees GMA finishing term ... 


meet the same fate. 

"What's scary here is that you would not 
know who is really your ally" he said. 

Should Ms Arroyo be unseated, which he 
said could be done either through assassination 
or physical removal from the Palace, Atienza 
said another woman would replace het. 

He also said it had been his earlier stand. 
that presidents with "el" and "os" in their 
names were the strong ones and those with- 
out would have turbulent reigns. Ms Arroyo's 
name does not contain such letter combina- 
tions, he said, but Ramos has both. 

"That is why he is strong. He'll be a part of 
the scene as long as he's alive," Atienza said. 


Potential contenders 

Atienza named Oscar Orbos and Senators 
Nene Pimentel and Manuel Villar as possible 
future contenders for president. 

Echoing an earlier statement of Mike De- 
fensor, who is not known as a psychic but as 
the President's chief of staff, Atienza said that 
should trouble break out this year, it would be 
bloody, 

“Kung magkakaroon ng gulo, hindi pwedeng 
hindi dadanak ang dugo (If there will be violence, 
blood will definitely be spilled)," he said. 

Atienza also stood by his earlier prediction 
that it was Poe who won the 2004 election 
and that if Poe was not sworn in, trouble 
would erupt in the streets. 

Two senators and two Cabinet members 
would also leave us this year, he said. 


Both sexes susceptible 

On the personal level, Atienza said rela- 
tionships would also be marked by betrayal. 
No sex was singled out as the culprit, as both 
males and females were susceptible to this in 
2006. 

‘But he also said things not related to politics 
would be on the upswing, citing ой in the Philip- 
pines as example. He said the country would ben- 
efit from oil to be found in Luzon and even named 
‘Tarlac, Pampanga and Marikina as the places 
where this could be found. 

For the profit-oriented, Atienza said night- 
time and 24-hour businesses would prosper. 
He added endeavors launched in the night 
‘would likely succeed, including a plan to top- 
ple Ms Arroyo. 


Big earthquakes? 

Atienza said northern Luzon was a good 
place to put up businesses this year, saying the 
area would have its own "Las Vegas.” He also 
advised people to start buying dollars, as the 
peso would hit P60 to the greenback this year. 

He predicted a big earthquake would hit the 
country before July, while another would topple 
the Golden Саге Bridge in San Francisco, 

He also lamented that Philippine culture 
would be buried under an onslaught of TV shows 
from Korea, Japan and the United States. 

Atienza said he did not believe in feng 
shui—the Chinese belief that the proper 
placement of structures would bring good for- 
tune, The Chinese Year of the Fire Dog was 
not material to his predictions, he said. 

“Lonly believe in God,” he said. 
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i And another of Russia's proWestern neigh- 
bors, Georgia, smarted in anger after a weekend 
blast shut off Russian gas supplies and triggered 
an energy crisis in the country. 

The twin developments threw a new spotlight 
оп Russia's role as the main energy supplier for 
the vast ex-Soviet region and Western Europe. 

‘Some of Moscows neighbors say the Kremlin is 
using energy supply as a political weapon against 
former Soviet states like Georgia and Ukraine 
which have opted to shift towards the West and 
away from Moscow's sphere of influence. 

“We сап call it gas shrinkage, oftake, legal or 
illegal, whatever" Gazprom export chief 
Medvedev said in a sharp attack on Ukraine 
broadcast on Russian state television. "But what is 
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| the WORLD 
Russia reopens gas 
dispute with Ukraine 


Monday as the Russian state monopoly Gazprom all but accused Kiev 
‘again of stealing gas and reducing onward supplies to Europe. 


happening in reality is that gas is being held by 
Ukraine above agreed levels, which is not allow- 
ing us to fully meet our obligations with intema- 
tional buyers... We can't work like that" he said. 

Ukraine, a key transit route for Russia's huge 
supplies to Europe, said however that it was 
‘meeting із obligations. 

But Prime Minister Yuri Yekhanurov acknowl- 
edged the country was burning more domestic 
gas because of the cold weather in which temper- 
atures in Kiev alone stumped to minus 25 Celsius 
‘on Monday, “We will do everything to cut our do- 
mestic consumption.” 

"yesterday Ukraine consumed 407 million си- 
bic meters of gas and our Russian partners are 
nervous because of it" he told reporters. 


Ukraine was using around 280 million cubic 
meters a day at the start ofthe year, when temper- 
atures were much milder. 

“1 am grateful to Gazprom for their under- 
standing of this situation caused by considerable. 
drop in temperatures and that it allowed to in- 
crease daily consumption limits for Ukraine,” said 
Yekhanuroy striking a conciliatory tone. 

Russia earlier this month cut off supplies to 
Ukraine over failure to agree a new pricing and 
supply contract. 

"The two sides finally agreed a new contract on 
Jan. 4 under which Ukraine agreed to pay prices 
loser to normal European levels. 

Meanwhile, though gas began flowing to 
Georgia again afier the weekend disruption of 
supplies following two explosions in southem 
Russia, the row between Russian and the small 
(Caucasus state simmered on. 

Georgian officials said Russian special services 
were behind the explosions. Reuters. 
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4 Britisb diplomats 
accused of espionage 


MOSCOW—AN ESPIONAGE 
scandal redolent of the Cold 
War unfolded Monday after 
Russia accused four British 
diplomats of spying and linked 
some of their activities to the fi- 
nancing of prominent private 
organizations including the 
Eurasia Foundation and the 
Moscow Helsinki Group. 

A grainy blackandwhite 
video, broadcast on state televi- 
sion on Sunday night and shown 
repeatedly again on Monday, was 
said to show a British diplomat 
picking up a rock that was said to 
conceal a communications device 
used to download and transmit 
dassied information through 
handheld computers. 

The rock, the size of a water- 
melon, and the device, said to be 
able to transmit and receive data 
at distances of more than 60 ft 
were seized near Moscow, 
prompting a search across the city 
for similar devices, Sergei N. 1g- 
natchenko, the chief spokesper- 


son for Russia's intelligence agen- 
су the Federal Security Service, 
told Russian reporters 

А second device was found, 
but “the British intelligence ser- 
vice managed to retrieve one of 
the gadgets, he said. 

A Russian citizen accused of 
complicity has been arrested, but 
another spokesperson for the Rus- 
sian intelligence agency Nikolai 
N. Zakharov, declined to say 
whether he had been formally 
charged. Zakharov would say on- 
ly that the spy ring had been dis- 
covered and broken up at the be- 

g of winter 

"The fate of the four diplomats 
remained unclear. Ignatchenko 
said their possible expulsion 
would be determined “at the po- 
litical level." 

"The scandal threatens to raise 
diplomatic tensions, even as Rus- 
sia has assumed the presidency of 
the Group of 8 industrial nations, 
‘which includes Britain. New York 
Times News Service 
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Pinochet's 
wife, kids 
arrested 


SANTIAGO—THE 
wife and four children. 
of former Chilean dic- 
tator Augusto Pinochet 
were arrested on Mon- 
day on tax evasion and 
fraud charges as part 
‘of an investigation into 
secret, multimillion- 
dollar bank accounts. 

Officials of the court 
who asked not to be 
identified said Judge 
Carlos Cerda ordered 
the arrest of Pinocher’s 
wife, Lucia Hiriart, and 
five of their children 
on charges of filing 
“maliciously incom 
plete” and false tax 
declarations involving 
millions of dollars. 

Court officials said 
four of the children 
were successfully ar- 
rested but that a fifth 
child, Pinochets 
daughter Lucia, had 
failed to answer a 
court subpoena to an- 
swer questions about 
nearly $1 million in 
undeclared taxes. 
Judge Cerda also or- 
dered the arrests of 
Monica Ananias, 
Pinochets — personal 
secretary, and Oscar 
Aitken, the former ex- 
есшог of Pinochet's 
wil. 

Observers зау 
Pinochet, 90, may end 
up facing prosecution 
for tax crimes before 
any of the human 
rights charges that 
have mounted against. 
him. Reuters 


Montenegro 
train crash 
kills 39 


BIOCE, SERBIA-MON- 
tenegro—Thiny nine 
people were killed and 
135 injured when a 
packed passenger 
train derailed on Mon- 
day in one of the worst. 
accidents ever in the 
Balkan state of Mon- 
tenegro, officials said, 

“This is not a final 
toll" wamed deputy 
Prime Minister 
Miroslav Ivanisevic af- 
ter an emergency ses 
sion of the govern 
ment. 

Among the injure 
were 75 children 
Ivanisevic said, adding 
that the governmen: 
"will use all possibi 
means to investigati 
the accident.” Тт 
train traveling from 
the town of Bijelo Pol 
to the capital Podgori 
са derailed and гов! 
30 m down a ravine 
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Canada's Liberals ousted 
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Suicidal provocation 


AST WEEK, JUSTICE SECRETARY RAUL GONZA- 
Ls caused yet another stir. He announced that a 
coup attempt was imminent. His fellow officials at 
first tried to backpedal things a bit. Then they went 
ahead—after the coup attempt didn't take place—to 
say that such attempts were indeed, at the very least, 
Ё being talked about, and had they taken 
EDITORIAL place, the government would “fight 
fire with fire.” We have no doubt of the. 
government's resolve to put down any mutinies. We al- 
so do not doubt that restiveness in the armed forces is 
increasing, with the added danger that the continuing 
political crisis is making more and more sectors open to 
the idea of inviting—if not actually supporting and 
funding—military intervention. 

The question is, what is the duty of the state and, in par- 
ticular, what is the obligation of the President and her of- 
ficials in the light of such a trend? 

There are certain heavy burdens that any responsible 
government must bear in mind, if itis to continue to enjoy 
the presumption of working for the public good. Among 
these burdens are realizing that the burden of proof is up- 
onit, when it comes to using the armed might of the state. 
That is, the government is under the obligation to use 
force as the instrument of last resort; and that, unlike its 
‘opponents, it must use its might within the bounds of the 
Jaw, including the most basic law of all, the Constitution. 

Another burden is the fact that government—more 
than its enemies—is in a position to spark, and thus un- 
leash public panic and trigger a corresponding collapse of 
public confidence in the capacity of the state to uphold 
peace and order. Still another burden is the reality that it 
is the state and its agents that are vested with the respon- 
sibility to exercise sobriety and self-restraint in their pub- 
lic utterances and actions. The state possesses an over- 
whelming advantage in terms of law and brute force, and 
the way it tempers its actions is the only thing that differ- 
entiates a legitimate, democratic government from a di 
tatorship in the making. 

Therefore, when a member of the Cabinet announces 
the possibility of a coup, he or she is presumed to speak 
with the full weight and authority of the President. Ac- 
tions, such as those of Raul Gonzalez or Michael Defen- 
sor, can only be disowned if the President takes some sort 
of disciplinary action. If, on the other hand, the state- 
ments are left unchallenged—or merely subjected to 
“clarifications”—then it must be assumed they have been. 
approved by the President, and are useful for her purpos- 
es. 

‘What purposes could such irresponsible statements 
serve? Obviously the most immediate one would be to 
provoke the enemy into action. However, using tough 
language, or deliberately leaking information to suggest 
the government is hot on the trail of those interested in 
doing it harm—"to smoke out the enemy,” as an Ameri- 
can idiom goes—is placing the country as bait. The wel- 
fare, security and peace of mind of the public should not 
be considered expendable for the purpose of “smoking 
out” the government's enemies. That would be putting 
society in too large a danger of being subjected to collat- 
eral damage. 

Niccolo Machiavelli observed: “The choice of a prince’s 
ministers is a matter of no little importance; they are ei- 
ther good or not according to the prudence of the prince. 
The first impression that one gets of а ruler and of his 
brains is from seeing the men that he has about him. 
When they are competent and faithful, one can always 
consider him wise, as he has been able to recognize their 
ability and keep them faithful. But when they are the re- 
verse, one can always form an unfavorable opinion of 
him, because the first mistake that he makes is in making 
his choice.” 

‘The undeniable frustration in certain quarters of the 
armed forces, whether sincerely held or merely used as a 
rhetorical device to cloak adventurism, hinges on the is- 
sue of executive abuse of powers, and corruption in the 
armed forces. These are matters that only the govern- 
ment can address, by demonstrating an adherence to 
constitutionally sanctioned and time-honored exercise of 
powers; and by accomplishing genuine, timely reforms in 
the armed forces. In no other way can resentments be re- 
placed by the adherence to the chain of command and 
civilian supremacy. 
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THE NATIONAL EUPHORIA OVER MANNY 
Pacquiao's 10th-round ТКО of Mexico's Erik 
Morales has made many Filipinos forget that 
they are hungry and poor. They even forgot the 
assassination and coup jitters that the Gonza- 
lez(s) twins floated during the weekend. It was 
like a massive dose of drugs that put them in. 
the throes of ecstasy. There were no traffic 
jams; the streets were clear of vehicles and 
people. No crimes were reported while the 
bout was being broadcast, What a change 
Manny's bout brought to Filipino society If on- 
ly he could have a boxing bout and win every 
day, maybe we could solve all our problems. 

‘And wait until he comes home this Friday. The 
Philippines will roll out the red carpet for him. 
‘There will be a ticker tape parade. Politicians will 
try to outdo one another in bombastic speeches 
praising him. He will be taken to Malacafiang to 
be photographed with the President, and maybe 
some of the goodwill will rub off on her. 

‘Ate Glue has already beaten the others to the 
draw. Minutes after the bout, she called by phone 
to congratulate Manny, and the latter obliged by 
parroting her mantra about "unity" Every politi 
cian with a ghostwriter issued a statement prais- 
ing Manny. Political bickering was suspended. 
"What a tremendous amount of goodwill his vic- 
tory brought to the whole Philippines. 

So why don't we make Manny Pacquiao our 
president? I don't think any Filipino will oppose 
that at present. On the contrary, I think the whole 
nation would welcome it. 

Look at it this way: 80 percent of Filipinos 
want Ate Glue to resign but she doesn't want to 
do that. They cannot get а big enough people 
power movement to force her to step down be- 
cause they do not like the prospective successors. 
Vice President Noli de Castro? A cure that is 
‘worse than the disease; Retired Gen. Fortunato 
Abar? Aaaaargh! Erap? Oh no, not again, Senate 
President Franklin Drilon? Try again. Speaker 
Jose de Venecia? Oh, my God! 

That is what is saving Ate Glue: her potential 
successors are not pleasant to contemplate. But if 
itis going to be Pacquiao, the new national hero, 


A politician for all sea: 


1 ATTENDED THE TRIBUTE TO JOVITO 
Salonga at Club Filipino last Saturday. It might 
as well have been the official celebration of the. 
60th anniversary of the Liberal Party, ће unof- 
ficial, or fake one, being held a couple of days 
earlier at Plaza Miranda. That was so not mere- 
ly because most of the pillars of the LP were at 
Club Filipino, it was so because the authentic 
voice of the LP was there. No one better em- 
bodies the soul of the Liberal Party—or as it 
should be—than Salonga. In fact, while at 
that, no one has more clatm to Plaza Miranda 
than Salonga. But that is another story. 

Raul Daza did well to remind the folk gath- 
егей there that they were not attending а 
necrological service, to much laughter. True, 
you couldn't have heard more eulogies for the 
living. Iwas party to that crime, having written 
A piece that appeared in the souvenir program 
extolling his virtues. 1 thought I'd share some 
portions of it with the readers, especially after 
that survey that suggested politicians were 
natural-born liars. Not everyone is, some аге 
natural-born magi. 

‘The piece goes: 

1 first met Salonga, a thing he is not likely to 
remember, while writing for a magazine. It 
was in early 1972, I think. He had sufficiently 
recovered from his wounds at Plaza Miranda 
the year before and had topped the senatorial 
elections, winning handily without having to 
campaign. The first thing that struck me when 
he appeared in the library of his house was 
how frail he looked. He moved slowly, almost 
solemnly. But his handshake was firm, And he 
was very polite, which awed a kid barely out of 
college who did not imagine he would be taken 
seriously. 1 was still a kid growing up in the 
province when he was already being spoken 
about with much awe—No. 1 in the bar exams, 
No. 1 in senatorial elections. He answered my 
questions thoughtfully, and from the first time 
he opened his mouth, all the aura of frailty 
about his person vanished, There was a rock- 
like solidity about him, where dearh had no 
space to seep in. 

‘Which was what he dwelled on at length: He 
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the people would dump her before you can count 
tocight. 

No need to change the Constitution or the sys- 
tem of government. What we need is to change 
the President. 

Even in a snap election, I don't think anybody 
can beat Pacquiao now. Even if you put together 
the votes of Ate Glue, FVR and JDV with the help. 
of Garci, I don't think they can beat Manny. 

As president, Manny can put fear in the hearts 
of criminals without offending the bleeding 
hearts opposed to capital punishment. Those 
convicted of heinous crimes don't have to be exe- 
cuted. Their punishment will be 10 rounds in the 
ring with Manny. 

So lets start the ball rolling: Manny Pacquiao 
fot President! z 

In fact, somebody already proposed that at 
the Kapihan sa Manila last Monday. And for- 
mer Sen. Francisco Tatad and lawyer Hector 
Villacorta, who were the panelists, seemed to 
agree. “Anybody but GMA,” was the unani- 
mous choice. 

Оп Charter change, the former senator said 
the proposal won't get past the Senate. In fact, 
the draft constitution written by the GMA-cre- 
ated Consultative Commission and sent to the 
House of Representatives has already been 
thrown away by the committee on constitu- 
tional amendments. The President has no 
participation in the writing of a Constitution 
and so а commission that she has created has 
no legal authority, he said. The two bodies au- 
thorized to write a Constitution, Congress and 
an elected constitutional convention, would 
write their own charter. They don't need an- 
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had been given a second life for a purpose, and 
he meant to serve that purpose. 

He has. 

‘And over a long span of time, too, with daz- 
zling consistency. It is no small irony that 
throughout the decades Salonga would be de- 
rided by his enemies as being too old and too 
frail to be able to carry out the tasks he set for 
himself. That was the case with his presidential 
bid in 1992. His enemies harped on his age and 
his wounds from Plaza Miranda, stoking fears 
of a president that would not be able to finish 
his term, or carry it out in relative physical and 
mental health. 

n fact, it was Danding Cojuangco who fell 
ill during the campaign. And not long after- 
ward, Mitra died from cancer. And as far as 
mental acuity was concerned, it wasn't too 
hard to see who began to suffer more from in- 
firmities there, Salonga or his presidential ri- 
vals, Imelda, Miriam and Ramos. Since the 
elections, Salonga has written more books 
than all three combined. None of them by way 
of ghosts. 

During the campaign itself, Salonga had a 
ready answer for those who tried to put him 
down on the issue of age. We are all made of 
flesh and blood, he said. We all grow old and 
die. The question is not how long a life you 
live, it is how good a life you live, 

Salonga has had a pretty good life, walking 
proudly with both the great and the humble. 
Like Tañada, he has had a long life, though in 
his case doubly dramatically for it being a tri- 
umph over deathly, and deadly, adversity. Like 
Jose Diokno, Ninoy Aquino and Chino Roces, 
he is an exceptionally brilliant man who has 
used his intellectual gifts not in pursuit of per- 


other body to do it for them, Tatad said. 

For his part, Villacorta said changing to a 
parliamentary system would be a step back- 
ward. The presidential/bicameral system was 
America's improvement of the parliamentary 
system that the British brought over to the 
New World. There was no check and balance 
in the parliamentary system because the exec- 
utive and legislative departments were com- 
bined in parliament. 

Our presidential/bicameral system was 
copied from the American model. And it 
‘works wonderfully. The United States is now 
the richest and most powerful nation in the 
world. 

Аз for the alleged gridlock in the system, 
that was intentional so that the two houses of 
Congress can check each other, Villacorta ex- 
plained, Haste always makes waste. 

АШ the poor nations in Africa, on the other 
hand, are parliamentary, he noted. We don't 
want to be like them. 

‘And look at this contradiction, Tatad and 
Villacorta said. The administration wants a 
parliamentary system where a vote of no con- 
fidence by a majority of the 250 or so mem- 
bers of parliament will force the prime minis- 
ter to resign. Right now, 80 percent of the 90 
million Filipinos have lost confidence in the 
President, as shown by opinion polls, and she. 
still doesn’t want to resign. In the system the 
administration wants, less than 200 MPs are 
‘enough to force a prime minister to quit. But 
the President still doesn't want to quit even if 
approximately 70 million Filipinos have said 
they no longer have any confidence in her. 

‘And look at this, they said. The American 
Constitution is still the original that its found- 
ing fathers wrote more than 100 years ago. 
‘They have made a few amendments, but only 
опе at a time. They have not revised it even. 
once. We, on the other hand, have changed 
our constitution four times already and want 
to change it again. We keep changing consti- 
tutions when what we have to change are our 
officials. 
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sonal gain but to serve the nation. 

He has not used his gifts to take the easy 
path to power, he has used them to traverse the 
rough road of principle 

The very literal living symbol of wounded 
democracy, he was openly courted by Ferdi- 
mand Marcos before and after martial law to 
help make dictatorship attractive. He refused 
and spent his years, particularly after martial 
law, in quiet but fierce opposition to him. 

‘The Senate president in 1991, and buta step 
away from the presidency, he knew that reject- 
ing the US bases treaty would imperil his 
chances of being a resident of Malacafiang. But 
he had seen enough of the harm that the bases 
could do, At the end of the day, standing 10 
feet tall before the Senate, he declared: "The 
bases treaty is defeated." 

‘After the elections, Salonga was wooed 
again by the presidents who subsequently 
came to power, who sought his advice and 
more importantly his stature to bolster their 
‘own. He could have gone into retirement, con- 
tent that he had done his part in history, and 
written his memoirs. Instead he has remained 
in active service to his nation. Now in his 80s, 
he continues to write and talk and publish and 
engage in public affairs as head of Kilosbayan, 

All of these engagements have one thing in 
common, It is that they have а moral vision 
stamped on them. Throughout his life and ca- 
reer, Salonga has striven to do the right thing. 
He has been a powerful moral force in national 
affairs. Hisis not a morality that demands feal- 
ty to ritual and piety—though he himself is a 
deeply religious man, harking steadfastly to 
the teachings of the Christian faith—his is a 
morality that calls for the practical discern- 
ment of right and wrong. His is a morality that 
does not seek refuge in the letter of the 
law—though he is not a bar topnotcher for 
nothing—his is a morality that demands the 
simple sway of justice. 

їп a country tossed and turned by the storms 
of greed and deceit, that can make anyone 
larger than life. No, not all politicians are liars 
and cheats, 
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IAMNOT ABOUT TO JOIN THE BANDWAGON IN 
praise of Manny Pacquiao. The entire nation is rap- 
turous over his devastating demolition of Mexican. 
boxing legend Erik Morales. All the honors belong 
хо Pacquiao, Everyone is coming on board, not lest 
the political elite, who would not be left behind in. 
basking in the limelight of his triumph. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo made quick polit- 
ical capital of Pacquiao's triumph, Paying tribute 
to Pacquiao, she said he was her “inspiration” in 
‘governance. She identified with Pacquiao, saying 
he “rose from defeat with a sharper mind, and a 
stronger body and will to win. That is why he is 
the true people's champion in this time of chal- 
lenges and opportunity" 

Not to be outdone, the Senate, hotbed of sena- 
torial conspiracies against the regime, produced a 
raft of proposed resolutions acclaiming Pac 
quiao's victory One authored by Sen. Francis 
Pangilinan said the boxer played “an inspirational 
role ... in a nation troubled by political and eco- 
nomic upheavals.” 

n a rare demonstration of national unity, the 
ring triumph touched off an explosion of national 
pride in a country that has long been starved of 
economic achievements and political stability. 

If we reflect more closely on it, Pacquiao's vic- 
tory is more an individual's triumph over adversi- 
ty rather than a national triumph. He did it alone. 
to avenge a defeat and humiliation at the hands 
of Morales months ago. True, the burden of re- 
deeming national honor was а crushing weight 
on his shoulders as he climbed into the ring. How- 
ever, we can safely assume that national acclaim 
жаз farthest from his mind; survival in a brutal 
sport was the foremost consideration. Going 
down to fundamentals, the fight was about either 
youorl, not about the flag. 

There is nothing more striking in contrast as the 
Council of State meeting yesterday, which was a 
picture of national disunity and elite disharmony. 
Matters of state tear the nation apart. You can't 
bring the elite together under one mediating insti- 
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tution, such as the Council of State, without their 
unsheathing their bladed weapons. 

When Pacquiao nursed his humiliation follow- 
ing his defeat at the hands of Morales last year, he. 
suffered alone. The squabbling elite did not share 
Pacquiao's agony. 

Pacquiao is the epitome of the individual suc- 
cess of millions of anonymous Filipinos who have 
staked their future in opportunities abroad, try- 
ing to overcome the disadvantages of minority 
migrants, the loneliness of isolation from the 
homeland and separation from families 

‘Pacquiao scored his triumph in a foreign land. 
Filipinos do best fighting the odds, as individuals 
and not as a nation, in foreign climes. This is the 
case of the more than 9 million overseas Fi 
workers who keep the Philippine economy afloat 
with their remittances averaging $1 billion a 
month. Each of them is an example of individual 
economic success created out of honest and pro- 
ductive labor. 

Filipinos are no different from other peoples in. 
their patriotic outburst when celebrating success- 
es in the athletic field. However, we have fewer 
successes than other countries, so when they 
come, they are a cause for national celebration. 

Since developing nations have been left be- 
hind in the race for economic development by the 
rich countries, their national pride is bolstered 
not by their GDPs, their political stability, their 
governance and corruption indices. Thus, the 
athletic field becomes the equalizer. Thus, devel- 
oping nations find in their athletes the repository 
of national pride after they have run out of revo- 


lutionary heroes in the struggle for indepen- 
dence. Thus, while the economic and political 
record of Latin American countries—such as Ar- 
gentina and Brazil—is something they cannot 
crow about, they have rested their claim to fame 
as world powers in soccer because of Pelé (for 
Brazil) and Diego Maradona (for Argentina). 

The attempt of the Filipino political elite to 
hold the Pacquiao success as an inspiration of 
governance is inappropriate. Boxing is an individ- 
val sport. It has nothing to do with governance. 
Athletic success is a powerful propaganda tool. 
But it also has a powerful backfire. There are 
plenty of lessons. 

Hitler used the 1936 Berlin Olympics to project. 
Nazi Germany's athletic and military prowess. But. 
the propaganda of the superiority of the Aryan 
race and of totalitarian dictatorship over democra- 
cy was upended by a black man, Jesse Owens. 
‘Owens broke the world record for the 100 meter 
dash, among other athletic feats he achieved, to 
the extreme embarrassment of the Nazis. 

‘Another black man punctured the Nazi propa- 
ganda when Joe Louis battered Max Schmeling 
а devastating first round knockout in their 1938 
rematch for the world heavyweight crown. The 
fight had worldwide ideological implications. It 
was held amid fears of a Nazi invasion of 
Czechoslovakia. Schmeling was depicted as the 
symbol of Aryan racial superiority. A publicist in 
Schmelings retinue was reported to have said 
that a black man could not defeat Schmeling. 

The New York Times reported that President. 
Franklin Р, Roosevelt told Louis, "Joe, we need 
muscles like yours to beat Germany" In his biog- 
raphy, Louis wrote, “I knew I had to get Schmel- 
ing good. I had my own personal reasons and the 
whole damned country was depending on me." 

In his memoirs, Schmeling wrote. “A victory 
over Jose Louis would perhaps have made me in- 
to the toast of the Third Reich.” 

Pacquiao cannot be the toast of any adminis- 
tration. 


Why women (still) die from cancer 


JANUARY IS CANCER AWARENESS MONTH, SO 
it still isn't too late to be writing about cancers 
that affect—and kill—women. 

‘The two most common cancers that afflict Fil- 
ipino women are breast cancer and cervical can- 
cet. The Philippines reports the highest incidence 
of breast cancer in all of Asia. Breast cancer is the 
‘most common reproductive cancer in the country 
Cervical cancer, however, kills more women than 
does breast cancer. 

"This, despite the fact that cervical cancer is eas- 
йу detectable and extremely manageable, espe- 
cially when detected in its early stages. Consider 
the incidence of cervical cancer in developed 
countries, such as in Japan, at 13.2 per 100,000 
women, and in Denmark, at 15.9. Cervical cancer 
incidence here, on the other hand, is pegged at 

затош 22.9. 

‘What accounts for the difference? Lawyer 
Rhodora Raterta, executive director of the Family 
Planning Organization of the Philippines (FPOP) 
and secretary general of the Reproductive Health 
Advocacy Network (RHAN), pins the blame on in- 
adequate reproductive health care services and 
information. “As early as 10 years ago in the 1995 
World Conference on Women in Beijing, the right 
to reproductive health, the right to education as 
well as (the problem of) poverty, were already 
identified among the 12 critical areas for the ad- 
vancement of women's human rights. Indeed, the 
linkage of poverty and underdevelopment to 
women's health, well-being and their very right 
to life... is evident." 

Doctors and public health experts say that the 

rimary reason so many women continue to die 

m cervical cancer is that over two-thirds of cas- 
es are diagnosed when they are already in the ad- 
vanced stages. 

THE MOST common diagnostic tool for cervi- 
cal cancer worldwide is the pap smear, which 
is relatively cheap (compared to other proce- 
dures) and simple to perform. But because it 
requires the analysis of cells scraped from the 
cervix by a qualified lab technician, it still pre- 
sents problems by way of costs and logistics. 
1n 2000, the DOH introduced the Acid Wash 
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method, which uses the readily available 
acetic acid (found in household vinegar) as an 
alternative to the pap smear. Because lesions, 
the first signs of pre-cancerous cells in the 
cervix, turn white when the cervix is smeared 
with the acid, the doctor or health personnel 
can simply use visual observation to deter- 
mine if the woman needs further testing with a 
pap smear or even colposcopy, if necessary. 

According to RHAN, the test is not only 
cheaper but also less invasive and has a high 
sensitivity rate at 51-77 percent. 

“Yet, simple and effective as the alternative 
testis, women often do not have enough infor- 
mation to even get tested," RHAN notes. Any 
woman who has had sex, especially those who 
initiated sexual activity early in life, or have or 
have had multiple partners or partners who 
have or have had multiple partners, are at 
high risk of developing cervical cancer 
through HPV or human papilloma virus infec- 
tion) and should get tested regularly. 

RHAN sounds the alarm regarding the 
health risks for women at a time "when reli- 

ious biases run high within a supposed secu- 
lar government and an exclusively Natural 
Family Planning (NFP) program has replaced 
sound reproductive health policy" Filipino 
women, says the Network, "face an even 
greater risk in the absence of available infor- 
mation and health care." 
ONE woman who waged a valiant battle against 
cancer was my cousininaw, Rose Braganza, 
wife of my first cousin Dr. Butch Braganza of 
Paramus, New Jersey. 
‘About four years ago, soon after returning from 


а visit to Manila, Rose went for a routine medical 
‘where she was diagnosed with breast cancer, Rose 
decided to actively seek a cure, receiving treat- 
ment at the Sloan-Kettering Memorial Center in 
New York and, in the last months of her struggle, 
even relocating temporarily to Manila so she could 
take part in an experimental cancer treatment 
making use of her own stem cells. Rose was fortu- 
nate that she had the financial wherewithal to seek 
whatever form of treatment held out hope, but 
even then, there was no second-guessing the hand 
of fate or the will of God. 

What we choose to remember most about 
Rose, though, is the grace and good humor with 
which she faced her disease. A campus beauty 
who had been a runner-up in the prestigious 
“Miss Magnolia” search, she remained a looker, 
with a ready smile and easy laughter, up till the 
last time we saw her, which was around the mid- 
dle of last year. 

‘At that time, she had called a meeting of her 
Manila-based cousins and friends to see how we 
could all join forces to set up a support group for 
cancer survivors seeking treatment at the Medical 
City in Pasig. In a letter she wrote to the hospital 
‘management, she noted how, in the months she 
‘was going for chemotherapy and radiation treat- 
ment, the women she encountered during her long 
vigil seemed the embodiment of hopelessness an 
helplessness. Doctors and management personnel 
of Medical City when we met with them, seemed 
‘very gung-ho about the possibility of setting up a 
support group, and I understand they are only 
waiting for the completion of facilities before es- 
tablishing the support group. I only hope this hap- 
pens soon, for this would be the perfect "memori- 
al" fora brave and beautiful woman. 

Rose is survived by her husband Butch, her chil 
dren Michael and Michelle, her parents Mr. and 
Mrs. Conrado Oliveros ("Papa Baby” and “Mama 
Coco”), her brother Hector, in-laws, nephews and 
nieces. Members of the Braganza and Oliveros fam- 
ilies, as well as Butch and Rose's friends, are invited 
to the observance of the Ninth Day of Prayers for 
Rose at our Jimenez "headquarters" on Annapolis 
Street їп Cubao on Sunday, Jen. 29 at 7 p.m. Inter- 
ment will be in San Francisco, California. 


Who was Madame de Block? 


THIS SEEMS TO BE TERM-PAPER SEASON 
because my e-mail is filled with queries from stu- 
dents who obviously have not gone over the mate- 
rials available in their school libraries. Ifthe ques- 
tions concern Philippine history, I don't mind, but 
when they ask about other topics, like the topogra- 
phy of the brain, or the history of early Hungarian 
cabinet making, I usually tell them, "Hindi po ako 
si Erie Baron.” Now Mr. Baron is gone, and I will 
have no one to pass impertinent questions to. 

‘One of the things I notice from most student 
work these days is that there is very little library 
research being undertaken. Most students take 
the easy way out by searching the Internet, which 
is seemingly a limitless source of information, but. 
опе cannot be sure of the materials one picks up 
from Cyberspace, Furthermore, there is a big dif- 
ference between materials found in a good li- 
brary and those found on the Internet. For Rizal 
alone, there are so many different books avail- 
able on all aspects of his life that should be more 
than enough to come up with a decent paper. 
What alarms me is that students are not encour- 
aged to take an extra step by reading Rizal's own 
writings. To think that we have 25 volumes of his 
compiled works readily available in the original 
Spanish or translated into English, Filipino and 
major Philippine languages. 

One of the ways to appreciate the national 
hero is to go over his correspondence. The letters 
to his family are particularly engaging because 
here he is not playing the role of scholar, novelist, 
propagandist, etc. In letters to his family, he be- 
comes like you and me. 

His journals are even more absorbing, because 
he is writing basically for himself. We can assume 
that when we read these stray bits of memory and 
history, it is the closest we can get to knowing 
him. Of course, one can argue that he purposely 
left these journals for future historians to read, 
thus the question always on my mind is, what did 
he delete from his journals, what papers did he 
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destroy? That we will never know. 

That Rizal had a novelist’s eye for detail and 
character is evident in his diaries. In one 
manuscript written from Oct. 18 to Nov 20, 1891, 
Rizal described a long sea trip he made from Mar- 
seille to Hong Kong. Rizal gave up poetry when he 
left the Ateneo, but sometimes the muse intrudes 
into his prose. He was not a good traveler and of- 
ten complained about getting seasick but the be- 
ginning of this tip was described thus: 

“When we left Marseille, it was a beautiful af- 
ternoon. The sun hid among scarlet and gold 
clouds. A few moments afterwards, the moon like 
a sphere, round and pure, rose from the sea. The 
sea is beautiful and if the whole voyage continues 
like this, we shall have a lovely voyage.” 

‘While one would think Rizal would be talking 
about himself and his experiences in this journal, 
you will be surprised to find that he was actually 
‘writing down notes about other people on board: 

“Twelve missionaries, Italian and French, are 
going to Tonkin. With them was a bishop called 
Volenteri. He is small, dry, and has a goatee and 
moustache like a Chinese. The wife and children 
of the lieutenant governor of Saigon, Mr. Daniel 
are also with us. She puts on airs... The oldest son 
is friendly to me, With us is a teacher who seems 
to know very little. 

"A handsome woman, well-painted, with the 
look of an actress, Madame de Block is attracting 
attention for her beauty. They say she is traveling 
fora scientific mission. We shall see, 


“A Japanese who has lived ten years in Europe 
whose name is Matsui is returning to his country. 
in addition, with us, are two Egyptians; the 
young one is insolent and takes liberties. At the 
table he thought he could win against me in chess 
and game of draughts, but I gave him a tremen- 
dous beating.” 

With such skill in observation, it is little won- 
der he made a good novelist 

National Museum director Corazon Alvina, who 
has likewise read these letters and journals, de- 
scribes Rizal as chismoso. The day after they left 
Marseilles, he saw Madame de Block in а white 
dress and noted that people started "to bet on how 
many dresses she has.” In a later entry, he wrote, 
“The lady has changed her toilette and wears a 
lace collar it is believed that the Russian admiral 
has brought her. Two women were talking ill of 
him, saying that he had left his wife and daughter 
in order to travel with her. It was obvious that she 
was painted the first day. The lady in question has 
Greek features: straight nose, narrow and low 
forehead, big eyes. The mouth is too big.” 

We will never know who this woman was and 
why Rizal was so fascinated with her. А week into 
the voyage, Rizal noted that “the dresses of the 
woman are getting fewer" (Did that mean that 
she started to put on clothes she had worn be- 
fore?) This lady attracted Rizal because of the 
mystery that shrouded her. Was she really a scien- 
tist or was she just the mistress of some important. 
person? From what Rizal gathered, she was going 
to India, to study the women of India. She was 
said to speak six languages and to be the corre- 
spondent of many scientific societies. Rizal even 
observed the lady hypnotizing other passengers. 

‘Who was she? Did Rizal get to know her bet- 
ter? Now that is a fascinating topic for a term pa- 
per 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo.edu. 
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Doc L 


THE PHILIPPINES LOST A GREAT NATIONAL SCIENTIST 
last month when Dr. Alfredo V Lagmay passed away at the 
age of 86. 

'We know too little about our National Scientists and Na- 
tional Artists, so thought I should write about “Doc L," as he 
came to be affectionately known. 

Even among those who are aware that we have National 
Scientists, there's a 
tendency to think of 
them as people in 
white gowns, con- 
ducting experiments 
in laboratories. To 
some extent, Doc L 
did come that s lh. cd 
did come from b Michael L. Tan m S, 
doctorate in psy- 
chology at Harvard University training with B. E Skinner, the 
"father" of behaviorist psychology, which meant animal ex- 
periments to understand the process of conditioning and re- 
inforcement. 


Pinoy 


Renaissance man 

But there was more to Doc L than laboratories. At a memo- 
rial service organized for him by the University of the Philip- 
pines College of Social Sciences and Philosophy, his col- 
leagues and former students, many now eminent professors 
themselves, stood up to describe the Doc L they knew. 

‘The picture was one of Doc L, the renaissance тап. He 
was not just a psychologist but also a philosopher, and later T 
will describe an anthropological side to him that few people 
were aware of. He did laboratory experiments, but he was 
just as interested in counseling, particularly the kind of 
client-centered humanist counseling developed by, Carl 
Rogers. Т 

Не taught philosophy even while heading the psychology 
department, and produced articles with titles like “Siddharta 
and Science," which looked into the phenomenon of alpha 
waves being produced in our brain during meditation. 

And even as he built up the psychology department intó a 
‘world-class institution, he was always concerned about how 
psychology could become more relevant to the Philippines. 
He wondered about the validity of imported psychology tests 
and eventually developed a Philippine Thematic Appercep- 
tion Test, where you assess a person's personality by asking 
them to interpret pictures. 

All this from a man with very humble beginnings. His fa- 
ther had migrated to Manila from Ilocos and was a worker in 
a gas company Doc L studied in public schools and excelled, 
making it to UR where he wanted to study medicine: He 
thought of psychology as a pre-med degree but before he 
could start, the war broke out. After the war, he tried again to 
startin psychology but there were no teachers to handle the 
program so he did philosophy instead, graduating cum lade 
in 1947. 5 

He taught philosophy at UP while working on an MA in 
that field. The masteral degree was conferred in 1951, in ab- 
sentia because by that time Doc L had received a scholarship 
to do a Ph.D. in Harvard. The Ph.D. in experimental psychol- 
ogy was awarded in 1955. т 

He retumed to the Philippines and married Leticia 
‘Amante shortly after. (Oh, if someone could write about the 
love stories of our professors!) His wife eventually taught in 
the anthropology department, so she was “Ma'am Lagmay" 
to us. They have seven children, all of whom are now prófs- 
sionals. Н 

1 marvel at how Doc L and Ma'am Lagmay raised:their 
family while serving the university, and the nation. Remero- 
ber how Doc L couldn't take psychology because there Were 
no teachers? When he came back to UP in 1955, he began to 
build up the department, heading it until 1977. Today, the 
department is one of the largest in the university with rigor- 
ous programs in different fields, from clinical psychology to 
Sikolohiyang Pilipino. 

Ma'am Lagmay, on the other hand, was able to find time to 
teach anthropology and work on her own Ph.D. Her research 
is still considered a classic, with its focus on child-rearing prac- 
tices in Krus na Ligas, a community within the university. " 

Yabu 4 

1 received my social science training outside the Philip- 
pines, so I never had the privilege of taking classes with Doc 
L. When 1 joined UP Diliman's anthropology department, he 
had already retired, but I was to hear about him often from 
Ma'am Lagmay. She idolized her husband and was always 
talking about him, referring to him constantly as "Yabu." 
From her descriptions, I imagined Yabu to be a big man, liter- 
ally and figuratively. 

Т finally met Doc L one day when he passed by the depart 
ment to pick up his wife. 1 was startled for he was the most 
gentle and amiable person you could imagine. Even aftenthé 
government designated him as a National Scientist in 1988, 
he remained terribly unassuming. 

"Those of us in the anthropology department were privi- 
|leged to see still another side to Doc L. Whenever he passed 
py he'd take time to engage faculty members in talk about 

families, the university the country. After I began my “Pinay 
Kasi” column in 1997, he'd come in with comments about ar- 
ticles he had read, They were many, of course, somerimes 
coming from Doc L, the psychologist, at other times, Doc, 
the philosopher, and occasionally, Doc L, the adopted anthro- 
pologist. 

Arriving 

One of his best articles disputes the way "bahala па" is 
equated to fatalism, Written in 1977, the article wisely 
points out that "bahala na” is actually a "functionally positive 
Tesponse to uncertainty" a way for Filipinos to take action 
even while preparing themselves for the worst. What struck 
me was the way he called for more research looking, into 
culture bearers,” understanding people's own descriptions 
of their feelings. 

Not surprisingly, in 1984, he received a Distinguished Ser- 
vice Award from the International Association of Anthropo: 
logical Diplomacy, 

Doc L made a good anthropologist because he was зо сор 
cerned with social issues. One of his last articles, written Їп 
1993, was entitled "Discipline, Culture and Information Sys- 
tems,” and it started out with a lament: "The national crisis 
seems to have grown to unmanageable proportions: an en- 
tire culture is at bay" He was hopeful though, about how the 
‘emerging information technologies might help to instill dis 
cipline in society. 1 wonder, if he had lived several more 
years, how he would have assessed the information tech- 
nologies’ impact on the nation. 

"There was one particular topic he kept referring to when 
ever we'd meet: the Filipino notion of “dating.” lt's to arrive 
‘and more, he kept reminding me. Several times he'd assert 
"еза key to Filipino culture. Think about it and write some 
thing.” 

haven't quite gotten around to writing about dating, bu: 
every time 1 hear the word, which is often (from students 
from people out in the streets), [remember ос. 

When 1 arrived at his memorial service and went up't 
Ma'am Lagmay, she held my hand tightly and whispered, 
‘want my friend back.” And it occurred to me, this man had 
touched so many lives in many ways, a professor to some, i 
colleague to others, but a friend to all 

Doc L had that “arrive,” and I still owe him one column. 
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Poor schoolboy who dreamed 
and caught the biggest star 


I AWISH TO CONGRATULATE 
Artemio Panganiban for being ap- 
pointed Supreme Court chief jus- 
tice. 

Jn March 1991, during the 
Recognition Day Program at Juan 
Luna Elementary School, where 
pupils, teachers and parents were 
honored for their exemplary be- 
havior and outstanding accom- 
plishments, Panganiban was the 
guest of honor. маз then the prin- 
cipal of the school. 

Despite a very busy schedule, 
Panganiban accepted our invita- 
tion because he said that it was a 
rare opportunity for him to be 
“back home.” He was very frank 
and honest about his humble be- 
ginnings. He shared his experi- 
ences and related the hardships he 


went through as a working stu- 
dent: he sold newspapers and 
cigarettes, He went around Sam- 
paloc and Quiapo shining shoes 
Still, he managed to always stay at 
the top of his class. 

*1 did not allow my fears and 
our family’s poverty to stop me 
from dreaming and achieving 
something, "he told us then. 

His words come to my mind. 
‘They can truly inspire many oth- 
ers who are of school age—who 
live in pushearts or sleep in card- 
board-padded floors, sell batut un- 
til midnight, watch and wash cars, 
drive pedicabs, stare at passersby, 
scour for food in garbage cans, 
etc. 

Because that newsboy, a prod- 
uct of the public school system, 


Police should watch out for ‘criminals on wheels’ 


FOR QUITE SOME TIME NOW, this 
armchair cop has noticed that a 
growing number of killings are be- 
ing carried out by men riding on 
motorcycles. The murder of Judge 
Henrick Gingoyon is the latest in a 
growing list committed by these 
criminals on wheels." 

То cite a few other cases: 

1. Aug. 4, 2005: Two motorcy- 
dle-riding men shot and Killed a 
former bank employee and seri- 
ously wounded his companion 
minutes after parking their car in 
front of the Folk Arts Theater, 

2. Aug. 16, 2008: Two gunmen 
on a motorcycle killed a pharma- 
cist and his driver on E. Santos 
Street, Barangay Concepcion Uno, 
Pasig City. 

3. (Reported on Oct. 16, 2005) 
Two motorcycle-riding robbers 
shot and killed a collector of the 
Sarangani Rural Bank of General 
Santos. 

4. Nov. 4, 2005: Five armed 


men arriving on two motorcycles 
shot and Killed а barangay chair 
having a snack with a friend in 
Caloocan City 

5, Dec. 6, 2005: Two motorcy- 
le-tiding armed men shot dead а 
43-year-old militant leader im 
Barangay Gabon, Abucay, Bataan. 

6. Dec. 14, 2005: Two motorcy- 
dle-tiding gunmen killed a police 
helper on his way back to the po- 
lice station from the market. 

Thope the PNP has taken note 
of this mode the bad guys are us- 
ing in going about their deadly ac- 
tivities these days. If 1 may sug- 
gest, the police should consider 
forming special teams just to 
watch out for men riding in tan- 
dem on big bikes. 

1 often take public transport, 
and I see a lot of messenger types 
riding solo. They're probably on 
legitimate business. But I also see 
men riding in tandem on a motor- 
cycle and 1 wonder if they're on 
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became Inoume president and is 
now a father to five children who 
have graduated from “esteemed 
universities in the United States.” 
“I see my appointment as chief 
justice as an opportunity to be of 
even greater service to God and 
country..work to safeguard the 
liberty of our people and to nur- 
ture their prosperity while up- 
holding the rule of law and the in- 
dependence of the judiciary.” 
(PDI 12/21/05) Again, my con- 
gratulations to that schoolboy 
who dreamed of small things, 
stretched out his hand to reach 
for the stars and caught the 
biggest one. 
—VILMA REGIDOR TAROY, 
33 Viceroy St, 
Fairview, Quezon City 


2005. 


the road on official business or out 
casing some bank, pawnshop, fast 
food or convenience store, or the 
office of a potential victim. They 
wear rugged street clothes and 
that mean, unkempt look that give 
one the feeling they are up to no 
good. 1 guess the challenge for the 
police is how to tell the bad guys 
from the good. 

One thing I think the police 
should do is watch out for those. 
characters who seem to be just rid- 
ing around suspiciously as if stak- 
ing a place, or looking for a quarry. 
They should flag them down for 
the slightest traffic violation (no 
helmets, beating the red light, no 
license plate, etc.). Thats a good 
enough reason to frisk them for 
‘guns and other deadly weapons, 

‘These bad guys on wheels should 
be stopped before they kill more in- 
nocent and helpless citizens. 

—FRANK LACAMBRA, 
franklacambraG gmail.com 


IF you have amy complaints, 
grievances or suggestions 
about the treatment of news 
and photos by the Inquirer, you 
may write to the Readers” Ad- 
vocate, Philippine Daily In- 
quires, Chino Roces Avenue, 
corner Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, City of Makati or send 
a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897- 
4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 
cate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the edi- 
tor are requested to include 
their complete address and 
telephone or pager number or 
e-mail address for verifica- 
tion purposes. The Inquirer 
will not publish any letter un- 
less such information is sup- 
plied. 


VAT law. 


amarenean PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


OPINION ..... 


Don't look, 
do something 


І LEARNED FROM THE INQUIR- 
ers Jan, 14 editorial titled "Pep 
talk,” that Budget Secretary Ro- 
mulo Neri has disputed the Social 
Weather Stations’ survey finding 
which showed that 16.7 percent 
of Filipino households experi- 
enced hunger in the last quarter of 


don’t mind him disputing this 
if he can show data that will dis- 
prove the SWS’ survey result, The 
4.9 percent economic growth is 
mowhere mear to being good 
enough to put food on every poor 
man’s table. And 1 agree with 
Senator Mar Roxas: a 4.9 percent. 
growth is not that good because 
its effectis not felt by the majori- 


In the last quarter of 2005, the. 
economy appeared to have picked 
up, thanks to the bigger influx of 
dollar remittances from OFWs 
and the effects of the expanded 
value-added tax, among others. 
But did we realize that those fami- 
lies relying on dollar remittances 
received much less than what they 
used to because the peso had gone 
stronger, bringing down the peso- 
dollar exchange rate from P56:$1 
to just P52:$1? Add this to the 
new EVAT impact, and it will be 
easier for one to understand why 
families went hungry last quarter, 
1 hope the government will be 
sincere in implementing genuine 
economic reforms by thinking of 
the plight of the poor. Rather than 
increase the EVAT from 10 percent 
to 12 percent, may I suggest that 
the government improve its tax 
collection. If the government had 
been strict enough in enforcing 
our tax laws, there might not have 
been any need to amend the old 


Tused to work in a company im- 
porting premium brands of wines 
and spirits, and 1 was appalled 
when I learned that 80 percent of 
the imported liquor was being 
brought in via the back door, to 
avoid taxes. This has been going 
оп for years and the number of 
goods being brought in has been 
increasing, especially now that 
Filipinos are beginning to enjoy 
the taste of vodka and bourbon. 

Let us first think ofthe poor and 
do something to make their lives 
much better. We can have the pep 
talk much later 


robert.tablizo@yahoo.com.ph 
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МЕК CMT additional burden 
to electric cooperatives’ members 


IT HAS COME TO OUR ATTEN- 
Y tion that the National Blectrifica- 
tion Administration has formed 
a Change Management Team 
(CMT) which will take over the 
management of electric coopera- 
tives (ECs) found to be poorly, if 
not utterly, mismanaged. In real- 

owever, this will lead to an. 
ill-disguised management con- 
tract between the CMT and EC. 
We find this scheme in violation 


d. ow 


ity 


of existing laws. 


dadora. 


Carol Araullo, chair 


GMA. 


—BOBBY TABLIZO, 


The relevant law (PD 269, as 
amended by PD 1645), which gives 
the NEA the power to control and 
supervise the EC, authorizes the 
МЕА to designate an acting general 
‘manager and/or project supervisor 
in two instances, namely: (1) when 
the position becomes vacant; and 
(2) when the interest of the EC and 
the program so requires, 

"The relevant law does not au- 
thorize the formation of a CMT. 
‘The CMT's existence is therefore 
mot only illegal; worse, it will 
cause a serious drain on the cof- 
fers of the EC concerned, since the 
cost of the management contract 
will be borne by the EC. Worst of 
all, the ЕС member-owners, who 
will shoulder the cost of opera- 
tions of the ЕС, will have no pro- 
tection from contracts that may 
eventually prove to be disadvanta- 
geous to them since they cannot 


Help mend this broken nation 


THIS 15 IN RESPONSE TO THE 
Dec. 2, 2005 front-page article ti 
ted “GMA is usual suspect behind 
cheating raps” by Norman Bor- 


‘The statements of Wilson Fort- 
aleza, president of Senlakas, and 


Alyansang Makabayan—insinuat- 
ing that Thai Premier Thaksin Shi- 
mawatra's accusations of cheating in 
the Southeast Asian Games were 
merely fueled by the international 
community's perceived doubt over 
the legitimacy of Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo's presidency—were totally 
uncalled for and so insulting for our 
local athletes who worked hard to 
give glory to our country. Their ac- 
cusations were highly characteristic 
of the opposition, and again they 
showed their true colors. They'd use. 
every opportunity to discredit 


Their statements clearly could 
only have promoted complacency 
and indifference among Filipino 
workers, athletes, leaders, stu- 
dents, teachers and anyone else: 
Why would they work hard and 
strive for excellence in whatever 
they do when they would just be 
doubted anyway? No wonder our 
country remains in the jaws of 
poverty and unending crises. 

1 watched the 2005 SEA Games 
closely and basked in the glory of 
champion athletes whenever а 


sue the CMT because it has no le- 
gal personality under the law. 
‘Thus, itis about time that the na- 
tional ` government ог even 
Congress looked into the powers of 
the NEA and how it exercises its , 
power of control and supervision 
over the 114 electric cooperatives in. 
the country, Simple questions will 
help determine whether the more 
than 30-year existence of NEA has 
served the best interest of the con- 
sumers, in light of the ЕСУ almost. 
P19-billion debts which have been 
either condoned or assumed by the | 
government: (1) Do the ECs now # 
"have better financial and technical 
capability to compete once open ac- 
cess and retail competition is imple- 
mented? (2) Were the EC official, 
found to have mismanaged their 
ECs, charged and penalized? 
if the answers to these two 
questions are in the negative, then 
it is about time that the NEA be 
abolished and its functions given 
to the Department of Energy. The 
Filipino taxpayers deserve some 
relief after years and years of sub- 
sidizing an inefficient agency. 
—PETEL. ILAGAN, 
president, 
National Association of Electricity 
Consumers for Reforms, 
10 Bayside Court Compound, 
680 Quirino Ave., Tambo, 
Paraaque City 


gold was earned. Ihave never been 
so proud of the Filipino athlete 
Casting doubt on the legitimacy of 
the Filipino athletes’ gold haul in 
the SEA Games was just too much, 

l appeal to the opposition: 
Spare our athletes and the Filipino 
nation from your incessant, care- 
less and mindless politicking. Our 
athletes deserve something better 
and so do our people. Any act of 
cheating would have been obvi- 
ous on ТУ Besides, weren't there 
other international sports officials 
whose services were engaged pre- 
cisely to prevent any wrongdo- 
ing? 

Thave been a teacher for two 
years now in one of the exclusive 
schools here in Antipolo City, 
From my experience, it is so hard 
for a teacher to restore confidence 
and sense of national pride and 
patriotism among our students 
amid all the economic crisis and 
political bickering. Why can’t our 
leaders and politicians give the 
Filipinos a chance at optimism 
and pride? Please, we deserve 
something better than dirty poli- 
tics. It is high time for the opposi- 
tion to say and do something posi- 
tive so as to restore our nation to 
its glory days. "Help build!” This is 
every Filipino’s challenge. We are 
so broken already. 

—VINCE VICENTUAN, 
vinzviceGyshoo.com. 


of Bagong 


ONE OF THE JOYS OF LIVING IN A DEMO- 
cratie society is the freedom to express one's 
opinion, right or wrong. With the prolifera- 
tion of “letters to the editors," widely read 
Opinion columnists and social pundits who 
expound on just about everything, the lines 
which separate reality from fiction, or truth 
from perception, easily gets blurred. Political 
apparatchiks and PR spinmeisters have be- 
come experts in packaging innuendoes and 
half-truths, which are then passed off as facts 
to an unwary public whose sympathies and 
prejudices are thereby exploited through 
misinformation and disinformation, 

‘The Supreme Court has not been spared 
from such unjustified criticisms. The unfair- 
ness of itall is especially unfortunate because 
the justices do not and will not talk back. For 
instance, many have concluded that the 
Supreme Court has abdicated its indepen- 
dence to favor the administration, This im- 
pression is based on the fallacious argument. 
that 11 of its sitting justices are all ap- 
pointees of President Macapagal-Arroyo (12, 
if one includes Chief Justice Artemio Pan- 
ganiban). 

Tt truly disappoints when even retired 
Supreme Court Justice Isagani Cruz has 
concluded that “Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 
hhas so far never lost a case before the high- 
est tribunal and it is not unlikely that her 
record will remain unbroken.” (PDI, 
1/7/06) This statement is inaccurate, to 
put it mildly. In fact, the Supreme Court 
ruled that Fernando Poe Jr. was a natural- 
born citizen, thus enabling him to run 
against her. Just a few weeks ago, the 
Supreme Court ordered the government to 
pay more than P3 billion to Piatco before it 
could take over the spanking new Майа 3 
airport, On the Mining Act decision, Jus- 
tices Antonio Carpio, Conchita Carpio- 
Morales and Romeo Callejo Sr.—all GMA 
appointees—dissented from the majority 
who upheld its constitutionality. So did 
Justices Renato Corona, Adolfo Azcuna, 
Dante Tinga and Cancio Garcia who par- 
tially dissented on the more recent 2005 
EVAT law, All this just goes to show that 
Supreme Court justices are their own men 
and women, beholden to no one, as they 


Courting the critics 


COMMENTARY 
Ismael б. Khan Jr. 


have always been since the time that Jus- 
tice Cruz himself sat on the Court when its 
entire membership owed their appoint 
ment to President Cory Aquino. 

‘As a revered former justice who served the 
‘Supreme Court for more than eight years, 
Justice Cruz's comments certainly deserve to 
be listened to and heeded. The weight of his 
authority in shaping popular perceptions 
about the Court and its members, however, 
imposes on him an equally heavier burden to 
be more circumspect in his observations. He 
has not always been so, judging from his lat- 
est columns about the Court—" Supreme 
Court loquacity" (PDI, 8/27/05) and *Criti- 
cism of the courts" (PDI, 11/5/05). 

Surely, Justice Cruz has disappointed his 
brethren by being less than a constructive 
critic 

In his Jan, 7 column, Justice Cruz scored 
“the associate justices whose pace in decid- 
ing their own assignments cannot be de- 
scribed as speedy" One reason, of course, is 
that the present Court's workload has grown 
much heavier since the time of Justice Cruz. 
‘There are currently about 6,000 pending саз- 
es divided among the present 14 justices. In 
addition, each of them receives an average of 
25 new cases per month. To unclog their 
dockets, each justice must dispose of atleast 
30 cases every month. 

On the case dismissing the second im- 
peachment complaint against then Chief Jus- 
tice Hilario Davide, Justice Cruz stated incor- 
rectly that Justices Jose Vitug, Angelina San- 
doval-Gutierrez, Renato Corona and Adolfo 
‘Azcuna "voted to grant the petitions, and in 
effect dissented from the majority view." In 
fact, they joined the majority. Incidentally, 
the title of that landmark decision is Francis 
co vs. The House of Representatives—not ће 
Nagmamalasakit na mga Manananggol ng 
mga Manggagawang Pilipino, Ine, It is this 
same case that Justice Cruz, has decried for 


its “loquacity.” Iris to be emphasized, howev- 
er, that the length of a decision is dictated by 
the number, novelty and complexity of the is- 
sues to be resolved. This case, as well as the 
many separate opinions promulgated with it, 
dealt with the intricate questions of legal 
standing, ripeness and the delicate issue per- 
taining to a judicial review of the House rules 
in impeachment proceedings. Lest it be for- 
gotten, the justices devoted two straight days 
hearing oral arguments on the 18 petitions 
involved. The justices who wrote separate 
concurring opinions did so out of a sincere 
conviction that there was a need to do so 
rather than a need to "impress," Note that 
then Justice Panganiban initially inhibited 
himself because one of the petitioners was 
Jovito Salonga, his acknowledged “guru” 
and former law partner. But the Court direct- 
ed him to participate in view of the novel and 
transcendental constitutional questions соп. 
fronting it. 

Tris a bit off putting when Justice Cruz be- 
grudges the magistrates’ right to articulate 
their convictions. As he himself admitted, he 
wrote a lengthy concurring opinion to "fur- 
ther exalt religious freedom." I certainly wel- 
come the literary flourishes with which Jus- 
tice Cruz embellished his own ponencias. Аз 
the lead paragraph from his 1986 ponencia. 
in Mang-oy vs. Court of Appeals (144 SCRA 
34) illustrates, there should be room for an 
individual justice's style, if only to emphasize 
that jurisprudential prose need not be dry 
and prosaic, 

We are back in the early 19005 in the 
cool regions of the Mountain Province, set- 
ting many legends of adventure and ro- 
mance among the highlanders of the 
North. Our story is not as fanciful, involv- 
ing as it does not a rivalry for the hand of a 
beautiful Igorot maiden but a prosaic dis- 
pute over a piece of land. Even so, as in 
those tales of old, the issue shall be decided 
in favor of the just and deserving, albeit ac- 
cording to the dictates not of the heart but 
ofthe law. 


Ismael G Khan Jr, is deputy court administra- 
tor and chief of the Supreme Court's Public In- 
formation Office. 
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By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
San Fernando City 


OMEWHERE IN SAN FER- 

© nando City in La Union is a 

not-so-secret garden teeming 

with thousands of species of forest 

and fruit-bearing trees, vines, 

shrubs, flowering plants, weeds 
and all sorts of vegetation. 


Located 8 km from the city proper, the La 
Union Botanical Garden can be God's little 
corner in these parts—where His awesome 
creations are at their most beautiful but put 
up with a little help from people. 

Mayor Mary Jane Ortega said the garden 
had become a focal point to develop San Fer- 
nando, the prime trading hub and education 
center in the locos region, as the “Botanical 
Garden City” by 2010. 

‘San Fernando has been identified by the In- 
stitute for Solidarity in Asia (ISA) as one of 
the best performing cities that adopted the 
public governance system (PGS). 

‘The PGS is a performance measurement 
tool used to determine achievement of set 
goals within a given period. It encourages lo- 
cal administrations to operate under estab- 
lished mission, vision and set of values from 
the city government to the communities. 

‘Ortega said the botanical garden must be 
nurtured and residents provided skills train- 
ing to make San Fernando economically vi- 
able. 


From zoo to garden 

The garden was established in the early 
1970s when a group of Japanese volunteers 
planted 1,500 mango trees in a denuded part 
of the citys forest, she said. The volunteers 
walked for an hour to reach the area. 

In 1994, Ortega, then a college professor, 
dreamed of putting up а mini 200 to teach 
children to be kind to animals. “If you are 
kind to animals, you become kind to people. 
You develop a culture of kindness,” she said. 

But her husband, Victor (then a representa- 
tive of La Union), turned down her proposal, 
citing meager budget and saying it was the least 
priority in his development program. “He said 
what were needed were livelihood [programs], 
infrastructures and the like," Ortega said 

But the mayor said her husband had a 
change of heart after attending an international 
conference on environment in indonesia 

“Не realized that the environment should 
be given priority and when he arrived from 
Indonesia, he was already enthusiastic about 
my project," Ortega recalled 


Sharing a vision 

‘Things fell into place when a friend entered 
the picture with a dream similar to Ortega's. 

Romualdo del Rosario, then chief of the Na- 
tional Museums botany division, urged her to 
put up a botanical garden where the mini 200 
would be housed 

“We had the area—a 10-hectare land 
where the mango trees stood, a funding of PS 
million (P1 million a year for five years) from 
my husband's [congressional] budget, and a 
person to plan and manage the garden. We 
buckled down to work," Ortega said. 

So transforming a forest—part of which 
had been planted by the Japanese volunteers 
with mango trees and part of which was de- 
nuded—into a botanical garden started. 

Years of work led to the creation of a botan- 
ical facility featuring pocket gardens with var- 
ious themes (palmery, evergreen, orchidari- 
um), picnic grounds, a museum of natural 
history and extensive collection of flora, both 
local and imported. 


Ecological tours 
Visitors, many of them students, come for 
eco-walks” (ecological tours), to study 
plants, to hike, hold picnics or simply enjoy. 
the sights and sounds. 
` 
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A favorite site for educational tours and 
field trips for city residents and visitors from 
nearby provinces, the place boasts of more 
than 700 plant species. 

But the work is far from over. 

In 2001, the provincial government donat- 
ed the adjoining 10 hectares of land to the city 
that would also be transformed as part of the 
botanical garden. 

‘The La Union Botanical Garden Foundation 
manages the facility while the city govern 
ment funds its operations. 

“Twenty-three workers tend the garden but, 
according to Ortega, God also helps. 

“There is this patch of beautiful pink flow- 
ers and I was told that its scientific name was 
Clitoria ternatea. Beside it was another patch 
of white flowers with spikes called penisitum. 
Then there's the lantana patch and the sili 
(Chili)-like flowers and all around were but- 
terflies. 1 asked the gardener who tended ће 
area, and he said there was none because the 
plants were weeds. So I said God is the best 
gardener,” Ortega said 


San Fernando: 
маз founded in 
1759 in honor of 
King Ferdinand of 
Spain and was 
made provincial 
capital of La 
Union in 1850. it 
was converted in- 
toa component 
city on Feb. 13, 
1998. 


Population: 
109,528 (2003) 


Landarea: 
10,525 sq. km. 


‘Number of vil- 
lages:58 


Main economic 
activities: 
Agriculture, 
tourism 


Research center 

A botanical garden differs from an ordinary 
garden because the former is a center for re- 
search, she said. 
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MAYOR Mary апе 
Ortega's dream 
aviary. 


THE La Union 
Botanical Garden 
has become San 
Fernando City’ 
center of attraction 
in La Union, offering 
ecological tours and 
field trips. 


PHOTOS SY TOOTS SOBERANO 


"We have graduate students who studied 
mushrooms, herb species [for medical pur- 
poses], butterflies and others. All plants are 
labeled, including their scientific names. In a 
flowering garden, the plants are not labeled. 
But a botanical garden is also an area for 
recreation and a place for children to start 
learning to love {plants]," she said. 

Ortega said she loved plants, a trait culti- 
vated in her eatly childhood when her mother 
‘would tell her to crush carabao dung used to 
fertilize the rose garden and vegetable plants 
in the family's Quezon City house. 

But she conceded that while she loved 
plants, “the feeling was not mutual” because 
the plants she bought would wilt or not bloom 
агай. 

“I love the concept and I know the impor- 


79" Full-Sized Sho 


Bureau Chief Rolando B. Fernandez 


tance of [caring for the] environment,” she 
said 

Ortega is the top critic ofthe botanical gar- 
den but does not meddle with its manage; 
ment. 

She said her dream of also having an aviary 
has been fulfilled. The P5-P10 entrance fees 
are just enough to feed the birds, she said. 


Japanese volunteer 

Ortega said three years ago, Osamu Naka- 
gaki, one of the Japanese volunteers, visited 
the city to check on the trees they planted. 

Nakagaki thought he was going to walk for 
an hour to the area as he did 34 years ago, but 
he was surprised that the road was 
well-paved and the trees he planted were stil 
standing amid the botanical garden, she said. 

He was also elated to see that a Japanese. 
garden was established and was dedicated to. 
him and his friends. 

Ortega said Nakagaki, then the country di- 
rector of the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency, invited her to Japan to study their 
"one village, one product concept." 

"Did you see the confluence of events? 
How could this happen without God's inter 
vention?” she said of the Japanese volun- 
teers planting the trees and the eventual vis- 
it of one of them more than three decades 
later 

Ortega said the city's vision for it to be the, 
“Botanical Garden City" was fast becoming d 
reality as the city government and the resi: 
dents realize the value of preserving the envi: 
ronment. 
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Aadress 
157 Spt. E. Rivera St., Quezon City 
TOL 382-1111, 361-0006. Fox No: 262-0524 


1. Pursuant to Monetary Board Resolution 


Insurance Corporation (PDIC) will start 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


NOTICE TO THE DEPOSITORS OF THE CLOSED 
RURAL BANK OF 21* CENTURY (BALAGTAS), INC. 


closure ol the Rural Bank of 21" Century (Balagtas), Inc. (АВС!) the Philippine Deposit 


insured deposits in the closed RBCI on Wednesday, January 25, 2006. 


Depositors are requested to proceed directly to the following payout sites where they 
can file their claims with the PDIC representatives during office hours (8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM), from Monday to Friday, except holidays. 


No. 79 dated January 19, 2008 ordering the. 


its operations lor the servicing of claims for 


[Гявс Office/Branch | 


Payout Site/ Address. 


‘Duration of initial Operations 


Balagtas (Head Otic) 


[ кл. 29, San Juan, Balagtas, Bulacan 


Jan. 25, 2008 to Feb. 3, 2006 


‘Bulacan Branch I 


Bagurbeyen Bulacan, Bulacan 


Jan. 25, 2008 to Feb.3, 2006 


Bocaye Branch 


‘Binang l, Bocaue, Bulacan 


‘Jan. 25, 2006 o Feb. 3, 008. 


MeycauayanBranch _ | Sie. Neo. Meycaua 


yan, Bulacan | Jen.25, 2008 to Feb. 10, 2008 


Counter, 6" Floor, SSS BLDG, Ayala Ам 


The Manager 


2228 Chino Roces ‘Avent 
1231 Makati City 


Depositors are advised to present 
representatives when filing their claims: 


a. Original evidence of deposit such 


Other documents may be required by th 
processing of claims filed. 


Alter the said date, ай depositors can file their claims personally at the РОЈС Claims ; 


Monday to Friday, 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. or by mailto: Н 


Claims Processing Department 
Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Deposit, or Bank Statement including Unused Checks. 
ь. Two (2) latest valid identification cards/documents (IDs) with depositors signature. 


. Pursuant to the provision of В.А. 3591, as amended by R.A. 9302, the last day for jJ 
fing claims for insured deposits in ће closed Rural Bank of 21" Century (Balagtas), s. 
Ine is on January 21,2008 AlterJanuary21,2000, PDIC, as insurer, shall no longer: 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


enue corner V.A. Rufino St., Makati City from , 


ue 
the following requirements to the PDIC 


as Savings Passbook, Cerlllicale of Time 


е PDIC representatives in the course of their 


‘accept any claim for insured deposits maintained with the said closed bank, 


(POI ovary 25; February 1 4 12000) 
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Visayas, Mindanao lotto outlets take own jackpot: Record sales 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—THE P150 MILLION 
pot that Sunday's lotto draw of- 
fered apparently brought more 
people lining up to place their 
bets in government-licensed out- 
lets in the Visayas arid Mindanao. 

Unfortunately, they all lost to 
the unidentified bettor in Daet, 
Camarines Norte who became a 


2 Pacqu 


WATCHING THE FIGHT OF FILIPINO BOXING 
hero Manny Pacquiao against Mexican Eric 
Morales in Las Vegas last Sunday proved too 
much for two elderly fans in Pagadian City and a 


town in Negros Occidental. 


In Pagadian, Wilmor Lucernas 
said his 69-year old father Hi- 
lario, a retired government em- 
ployee, was watching the Pac- 
quiao-Morales match when he 
“suddenly went limp after pro- 
fusely cheering,” 

The elder 


Lucernas was 


‘Agaton’ leaves 
thousands in 
ports stranded 


TABACO CITY—A TOTAL OF 2,262 PASSEN. 
gers, 47 sea vessels, 42 buses and 23 small vehi- 
cles were stranded in four major ports in Bicol 
due to tropical depression “Agaton,” the Office 
‘of Civil Defense (OCD) reported yesterday. 

Philippine Coast Guard spokesperson Com- 
mander Joseph Coyme said the agency auto- 
matically suspended the trips of all boats 
weighing 1,000 gross tons and below every 
time Storm Signal No. 1 was declared. 

The number of stranded passengers, most 
of them students coming from different is- 
lands, could still rise, according to OCD re- 
gional director Amel Capili. 

‘As of 11 a.m. yesterday, the OCD moni- 
tored 1,629 passengers and 38 sea vessels 
stranded at Matnog Port in Sorsogon alone. 

In Tabaco City, 400 passengers and four big 
boats were not allowed to leave the port. 

Pilar port in Sorsogon had 200 stranded pas- 
sengers and Sabang port in Camarines Sur, 23. 

But a report of the PCG in Manila gave 
higher figures of stranded passengers in Taba- 
co with 422 and Pilar with 290. The report 
said 43 were stranded in Sabang and 12 in 
Bulan, 

In Tacloban City, classes in the elementary 
level were suspended on Monday after Aga- 
ton threatened to lash at the three Samar 
provinces. 

Affected were public and private elemen- 
tary schools in Samar, Northern Samar and 
Eastern Samar, which had been placed under 
Signal No. 1. 

Although Tacloban was not included, May- 
ог Alfredo "Bejo" Romualdez decided to sus- 
pend all elementary classes due to the bad 
weather. 

He convened the City Disaster Coordinating 
Council to map out measures to minimize the 
possible destruction brought about by Agaton. 

He directed the offices on engineering, 
general services and social welfare to be on 
alert, 

АЙ public schools have been designated as 
relocation sites in case families need to be 
evacuated. Packs of ready-to-eat food have al- 
so been prepared for distribution. 

The OCD in Eastern Visayas directed all lo- 
cal government units, especially in Samar and 
Tacloban, to activate their disaster coordinat- 
ing councils, 

It warned those living along the coastline 
to temporarily seek shelter on higher grounds 
fortheirsafety. Gil Francis G. Arevalo, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau and Joey A. Gabi- 
eta, PDI Visayas Bureau and Leila В. 
Salaverria in Manila 


brought to а nearby hospital 
‘where he was declared dead. 

Dr. Cresencia Borbon, the at- 
tending physician, said Lucernas 
suffered internal hemorrhage 
caused by a major heart stroke. 

‘Wilmor said his father, who 
жаз a boxing aficionado, was al- 


Office (PCSO). 


min) manager. 
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new multimillionaire, said the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 


The good news, however, was 
that 16 persons in the Visayas and 
Mindanao got the five numbers in 
the six-digit winning combina- 
tion 18, 11, 41, 43, 06 and 47. 

Each of them would get 
P28,000, said William Medici, 
PCSO Visayas-Mindanao (Vis- 


Lucernas, during his youth, 
tried boxing when they were still 
living on Camotes Island, Cebu, 
said his sister Editha Suero, 62. 
The Lucernas wish was for 


Medici said more people were 
encouraged to buy the Super Lot- 
to 6/49 tickets on Sunday be- 
Cause the pot went up to 
P150,478,099.20. 

Those who had bought tickets. 
went out to buy some more, hop- 
ing to become instant multimil- 
lionaires. 

Medici said the gross sales for 
Sunday alone in the Visayas and 
Mindanao areas reached P22 mil- 


Pacquiao to visit them in Pagadi- 
an when he returns home on Fri- 
day. 

“all we want is for Manny to 
pay his number one fan a visit," 
elder son Antonieto said. 

Antonieto said his father died 
very proud of Pacquiao. 

The elder Lucernas was a former 
maintenance worker at the city 
government's motor pool section 
ofthe City Engineering Office. 

Tn Negros Occidental, Rolando 
Азра St. 74, suffered cardiac ar- 
rest while watching the delayed 
telecast of the game in his son's 


‘Awheelchair bound spectator joins a throng of fans of Filipino boxing hero Manny Pacquiao 
in watching a live broadcast of Pacquiao's fight against Mexican Erik Morales in Baguio City. 
The broadcast was made possible by ABS-CBN. 
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Soldier killed in Samar NPA ambush 


TACLOBAN CITY—A SOLDIER WAS KILLED 
while two others were wounded in an ambush 
yesterday by about 40 armed men, believed to 
be members of the New Peoples Army, in 
Barangay Laygayon, Pinabacdao town, Samar. 

55: Anadeto Bacquites died at 12:45 pm. 
while he was being treated of gunshot wounds in 
the back and chest at the Divine Word University 
Hospital in this city, some 45 km from Pinabacdao, 

Bacquites was among six soldiers in a Light 


‘Ace van who were ambushed by the suspect- 
ed rebels about 8:15 a.m. in Laygayon, some 
40 km from their detachment. 

‘The soldiers, of the Philippine Army's 46th 
Infantry Battalion based in Barangay Balante, 
Basey, Samar, were on their way to a meeting 
at the headquarters of the Army's 802nd In- 
fantry Battalion in Barangay Bagacay, Hina- 
bangan town when they were waylaid. Joey 
A. Gabieta, PDI Visayas Bureau 


NPA admits failure in attack on outpost 


BUTUAN CITY—MORE THAN 70 NEW PEO- 
ple's Army (NPA) rebels tried to overrun one 
of the largest paramilitary outposts in Surigao 
del Sur late Sunday but had to withdraw after 
their firearms malfunctioned, a high-ranking 
rebel leader in Mindanao said yesterday. 

‘The military confirmed the foiled attack 
‘but took credit for the rebels’ failure. 

Lt. Col. Francisco Simbajon, spokesperson 
of the Army's 4th Infantry Division based in 
Cagayan de Oro, said the rebels tried to storm 
the paramilitary headquarters in Barangay 
Buhisan in San Agustin town but were re- 
pelled by the militiamen, 


‘The outpost was manned by about 40 sol- 
diers and militiamen, 

Simbajon said the successful counterattack 
showed how equipped and well-trained the 
troops were. 

"Military outposts are no easy targets, con- 
trary to rebel propaganda,” he said. 

Jorge Madlos, alias Ka Oris, spokesperson 
of the National Democratic Front (NDF) in 
Mindanao, said the rebels were forced to re- 
treat because some of their firearms malfunc- 
tioned, 

“The command-detonated land mine we 
planted also did not explode,” Madlos said. 


^ 


He said the offensive would have been the 
biggest this month." 

"It would have contributed to the resonat- 
ing GMA ouster call and weakening military 
establishment," he told the Ingumer. 

Madlos vowed to correct the tactical errors 
and continue to launch offensives to force 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to step down. 

In Cotabato City, officials of Magpet, North 
Cotabato on Monday declared war against 
the NPA after communist rebels killed an 
Army sergeant and a militiaman last week. 
Franklin М. Caliguid with a report from Je- 
offrey Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


lion, about P1 million higher than 
Thursday's sales of P21 million. 

"Thats the biggest sale we got so 
far in the Visayas and Mindanao in 
Just... one day" Medici said. 

He said he noted that as the 
jackpot prize went higher, the 
more people bet. 

fno one wins in a draw, 55 per- 
cent ofthe sales for that lotto cate- 
‘gory would go to the jackpot prize. 

‘There are at least five lotto cat- 


egories but the most popular is 
called the 3D, which has a three 
number combination and is 
drawn daily, 

The other types include 4D 
(four digit), which is being drawn 
every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. 

Medici said PCSO exceeded its 
2005 target in the Visayas and 
Mindanao because their total 
sales reached over P3 billion, 


fans die of heart attack 


ready complaining chest pains 
during the sixth round of the 
match but ignored these and con- 
tinued to watch the bout. 

“When the referee declared 
Pacquiao winner by TKO, it was 
when my father was cheering 
profusely and suddenly went 
limp. He slumped on the sofa 
where he was sitting,” Wilmor 


home at Barangay 1A in Manapla 
town, 

Milagros Aspa, 73, said her 
husband suddenly slumped in the 
chair after being so excited on the 
second round when he thought 
that Pacquiao would knock out 
Morales, 

“In the second round, he sud- 
denly went quiet and we saw him 
slump in his chair. We did not see 
the rest of the fight as we rushed 
him to the Ikaayong Lawas Clinic 
in Victoria City, but he could not 
be revived. He suffered from car- 
diac arrest," Milagros said. 


‘The couple sell bananas and 
root crops from a pushcart for a 
living. 

"What will 1 do without out 
him, 1 am old and cannot push 
our cart alone?" she asked. 

She said their children were 
grown up and have lives of their 
own, 

"Му husband died watching the 
man he loved fight for the country, 
1 hope Manny Pacquiao can give 
me а little help too as we are very 
poor," she said. Michael Sarcauga, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau and Carla 
Р Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 


RouNDUP 


Man admits killing teenagers 
BUTUAN CITY—A man claiming to be a police civilian agent admitted killing 
two teenagers, whose bodies were found In Barangay Bayanihan here. 
Meleclo Santos, 37, sald he shot and killed Rowena Tagab, 14 and Rose- 
marie Eparaguerre, 17, wth a 4S cal. pistol because they stole his Nokia 
8210 mobile phone while they ware drinking." was very angry, that's why | 
shot them," Santos sald from tha pollos Jall where he was hel. Insp. Bar- 
tolome Ladroma. reglonal chief of the police Intelligence uni, deni that 
Santos was a confidential civilian agent. 

Franklin A. Callpuld, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Murder suspect hunted 
CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—Authorts sald they were hunting the suspect in 
the kiling of Lt. Col. Eduardo Peralta, commander of the 10th Field Artery 
Battalion. Peralta was gunned down in the back of his quarters on Jan. 14. 
City police chief Senior Supt. Arnold Trampe said more witnesses were also 
being approached to strengthen the case against the suspect, who Is also а 
soldier 

Grace C. Albasin, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


Hostage taker yields 

BAGUIO CITY—A man held a teenager hostage 
inside a bulling in Apayao early morning of 
Jan. 17, but police calmed the man down and 
convinced him to surrender, sald Cordillera po- 
lice director Chief Supt. Leonardo Dionisio. Jer- 
ту Domingo, 31, of Flora town, held the 16- 
year-old at knife point inside the preachers 
room of the Jesus Miracle Crusade office in 
Pudtol town at 7:30 a.m. Police convinced 
Domingo to release the victim, a member of the 
evangelical group, and to surrender, according 
to an Apayao police report. 


DYUSKOhpol 
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Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


3 dead in smashup 
BALANGA CITY—Three people were kiled on Jan. 17 when a jeepney 
slammed a bus in Mariveles town in Bataan, alice said. Police identified the 
fatalities as Corazon Baylon, Eduardo Melo and Beatriz Sunga. The bus, 
which was bound for this ciy. stopped abruptly along the Roman Super- 
highway in Barangay Cabcaben, Mariveles, and the jeepney that was tailing 
it crashed onto its rear, police sald. 

Greg Relraccion, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Resolution on mining 
CITY OF CALAPAN—The Sangguniang Bayan 
of Victoria, Oriental Mindoro, site of nickel min- 
ing, passed a resolution on Jan. 9 opposing 
Crew Mining Co.'s mining operations with а 7-1 
vote, according to the Alyansa Laban sa Mina 
(Alamin). About 100 Alamin members guarded 
the voting, said Jon Sarmiento, a statt member 
of the Diocesan Service Commission. Alamin 
had been closely guarding the municipal coun- 
cis sessions since November. 

‘Madonna T. Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Suspected gang leader nabbed 
САМР VICENTE LIM, Laguna—A suspected leader of a robbery gang op- 
erating in Laguna and four of his supposed henchmen were arrested at a 
police checkpoint in Sta. Cruz, Laguna last weekend. Calabarzon police 
Chief Chia Supt, Jesus Verzosa identified the suspects as Christopher 
Gallardo, alleged gang leader, Jonathan Fulloso, Noel Lleones, Emerson 
Cosio and Abel Piniera. The suspects, he said, were stopped at a check- 
point in Barangay Pagsawitan at about 5:30 p.m. on Sunday because 
they were riding on two motorcycles without license plates. 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Rob-slay suspect nabbed 
STA. CRUZ, Laguna—Police on Jan. 10 arrested the suspect in the rob- 
бегу and kiling in December last year of the owner of a money changer 
shop here. SPO2 Alejandro Alvarez sald the suspect, Arnold Ching, was 
caught in Nagcarlan, Laguna while coercing Brenda Villanueva, a wit- 
ness in the robbery and homicide cases fled against him and three oth- 
ers. Villanueva, in her sworn affidavit, positively identified Ching as 
among those who staged the robbery-holdup, resulting In the death of 
Ritch-Jhen Money Changer owner Consorcia P Roxas last Dec. 4. 
Romulo Ponte, РО! Southarn Luzon Bureau 


Village leader shot dead 
CALAMBA CITY—A village councilor and barangay tanod village 
watchman) of this city were shot dead by two unidentified men on Jan. 
40. Police sald councilman Florencio G. Mercado, 53, and Rufino Q. 
Magpantay, 34, who had just attended a prayer meeting, died on the 
spot 

Romulo Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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‘The night no matter how long will 
inevitably end т dawn. d 


ike others who spent a major part of their life in the 
military, | am saddened and devastated by what's 
happening to our country and to our institution today. 


The young men who entered the Service full of idealism, 
in whose hearts were hammered the virtues of honesty, 
honor, patriotism and integrity, now find themselves torn 
between duty to the people they are mandated to protect, 
and an imposed loyalty to a leadership perceived as no 
longer loved nor trusted by the people. 


And the institution! Now widely seen as slowly being 
undone, razed to the dust of people’s contempt by the dirty 
hands of politics and power brokers. |, for one support 
you, our young cavaliers. Doing what you have done 
because you believe standing up for the people is superior 
mandate to bowing to the will of the authority whose 
legitimacy is in serious doubt is a difficult decision to make. 
But you made it. Boldly. With no thought of consequences. 
Guided solely by your feeling for the welfare of the people 
and your institution. 


They have thrown the book at you for breaching the Chain-of-Command. Did you? 


The principle of the Chain-of-Command is to hold the military in strictest and steadfast discipline 
the better for it to fulfill its constitutional duty as the guardian and protector of the people. Chain-of- 
Command is not meant to be put around the neck to strangle and restrain legitimate and constructive 
dissent and kill sound and meritorious ideas that do not please or serve the interest of those at the 
top. 


If the depth of dishonor this Administration has sunk our beloved institution appalls you, it does 
me a hundred times. Congressional investigation on the use of the military, its men and resources, 
in the 2004 election, reveals the deliberate commission of sacrilege and travesty of the sacred 
tradition of our institution. 


I fully understand your concern, discontent and disgust about the manner the political leadership 
is manhandling the military. Like you, | want the institution | belong to to be admired and trusted 
and looked up with respect by the people. 


But despair not. Cavaliers, young and old and retired. The night no matter how long will inevitably 
end in dawn. Struggle on. Keep faith. Implore Divine guidance. And when the night is gone and dawn 
has come we will join hands and, together with the people who believe in real, genuine and peaceful 


change, repair the damage done to our lives, our careers, and our institutions. And resolve, 
NEVER AGAIN. 


God bless, Cavaliers, and carry on! 


PHOTO-OP FOR POSTERITY: Participants in the Coun 
of the Council of State formed in 1987 by President Согу, 
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Council scraps ‘No-El’ 


From page Al 

Participants also said there was 
an agreement for the Senate and 
the House to create a bicameral 
body to talk informally about 
Charter change. 

Ms Arroyo described the 
three-hour meeting as "fruit- 
ful.” She said the group tackled 
"our concern on governance, 
Charter change, electoral г 
forms and social development. 
She said proposals on social de- 
velopment, including jobs cre- 
ation, were "very worthwhile 
and doable." 

The council, created in 1987 
by former President Corazon 
Aquino, was envisioned to pro- 
vide the incumbent President 
“with reliable information and 

= competent advice on pressing is- 
sues and problems of national 
terest.” 

But Aquino as well as other 
members of the opposition boy- 
cotted the meeting and pressed 
calls for Ms Arroyo's resigna- 
tion. 

Aquino broke away from Ms 
Arroyo last July following disclo- 
sures in the Virgilio Garcillano 
wiretapping scandal that Ms Ar- 
тоуо rigged the May 2004 presi- 
dential election. 

Ramos had proposed Charter 
change to provide Ms Arroyo “a 
graceful exit” amid questions on 
her legitimacy. 


ConCom to join campaign 
Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita later told reporters the ad- 
vocacy commission would be 
made up of 15 members and 
would include officials of the 
Consultative Commission. 
ConCom, a 55-member panel 
created by Ms Arroyo last year, 
drafted а federal-type parlia- 
mentary constitution which the 


From page Al 
girl from the Philippines whom 
Foley had sponsored under the 
Christian Children’s Fund, one of 
the most respected child develop- 
ment organizations in the world. 
The first girl, who hailed from 
Cotabato, was sponsored by Foley 
from 1992 to 2001, when she 
graduated from the program. 


Feb. 24-25 at Araneta 

Foley said he would be meeting 
his current inspiration along with 
her three siblings and her parents 
for the first time when they come 
to see him during the WWE Raw 
Live Tour scheduled for Feb. 24- 
25 at the Araneta Coliseum, 

"It will be their first time to 


House of Representatives last 
week decided to use as refer- 
ence. 

‘The commission recommend- 
ed the scrapping of the 2007 bal- 
loting to pave the way for the 
adoption of the parliamentary 
system. This meant extending the 
terms of the representatives who 
will be members of an interim 
parliament and abolishing the 
Senate. 

In Executive Order No. 495 
signed on Jan. 23, Ms Arroyo 
tasked the advocacy commission 
to “advocate the shift from presi- 
dential to a parliamentary form 
of government, from a unitary 
structure of government to au- 
tonomous — territories/federal 
states, and liberalization of the 
economy.” 

‘These were contained in the 
ConCom report. 

ConCom Chair Jose Abueva ac- 
knowledged that there was a 
need to "continue the informa- 
tion campaign and get the people. 
to really know the details of the. 
changes." 


Issues not understood 

"There are many substantive 
issues that are not yet under- 
stood,” Abueva told reporters af- 
terthe meeting. 

Bunye said surveys had shown 
that not too many Filipinos un- 
derstood issues as basic as the 
Constitution. He said no timeline. 
had yet been given on how long 
the advocacy commission would 
do its work but the executive or- 
der creating it mentioned eight 
months. 

Asked by reporters if the pro- 
posed timeline of the President to 
have Charter change in place by 
June would be pushed back by 
the work of the advocacy group, 
Ermita said: "I can't give you a 


come to Manila," Foley said, “and 
it is another reason for me to 
come over and wrestle." 

Foley is currently sponsoring 
four children—one each from the. 
Philippines, Ethiopia, Senegal 
and Sri Lanka—but said it was 
the one from the Philippines һе 
felt closest co. 


Started with an ad 

"She is about 14 now and she. 
writes me all the time," Foley 
said. "I write to her more often 
than | do anyone else in the 
world." 

"She always asks God to bless 
me and she thanks me for helping 
people,” he added. 

Helping people from the 


specific answer. I don't know how 
fast the group can work.” 

Ramos said he was satisfied 
with the turnout of the meeting 
ashe stressed the need for “team- 
‘work and unity” in achieving the 
objectives. 


99 percent for 2007 polls 
Asked about the outcome of 
the discussions on the proposal to 
scrap the 2007 polls, Ramos said: 
“I think almost all of us, say 99 
percent, agreed to push ahead 
wich the 2007 elections." 
‘Antipolo Rep. Ronaldo Puno 
said “there was a consensus that 
there will be elections in 2007 but 
there was no formal consensus.” 
“I don’t think an official posi 
tion was arrived at by the group. 
What happened was opinions 
were expressed and the opinion 


сй of State meeting pose with President Arroyo at the end of the three-hour forum. Except for Sen. Edgardo Angara, 
Aquino to provide an incumbent president with information and advice on pressing issues of national interest. 


was that there should be elec- 
tions,” Puno said. 

He noted that even the Union 
of Local Authorities of the 
Philippines president Erico Au- 
mentado told the group that 
Ulap had never been for no elec- 
tions in 2007. 

Vice President Noli de Castro, 
who proposed the information 
drive, said in his opening re- 
marks that "the key to a success- 
ful healing process is under- 
standing the defects of the sys- 
tem and collectively proposing 
solutions." 


Heed Pacquiao's wish 

“The people must understand 
what ills our country and it is best. 
if they have a more meaningful 
participation in the cure." 

De Castro urged leaders of the 


Chamber of Elites, Coun 
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administration and the opposi- 
tion to heed the wish of boxing 
champion Manny Pacquiao for an 
end to political bickering. 

“After this meeting, we should 
continue to reach out to our peo- 
ple and other national leaders, 
especially those who for one rea- 
son or another were not able to 
attend this historic council [meet- 
ingl,” De Castro said. 

In his opening statement, 
Ramos warned those in power 
against pursuing a no-election 
scenario. 

“The prospect of no election is 
to me, in my humble opinion, a 
national disaster waiting to hap- 
pen, but which can be prevented 
or remedied by congressional ас- 
tion,” Ramos said. 

“The holding of elections in 
2007 as expected by the people 


Oppose FYR / Trapo Cha Chal - 


Establish a Transitional Revo 
Laban ng HasaeSanlakase PMe8! 


lutionary Government! 


ире Kalayaan 


OUTSIDE THE PALACE while the Council of State meeting is ongoing, the familiar ouster call from a 
Arroyo forces could be heard loud and clear and posters like the above are on display. 


2 Pinays have lock on champion wrestler’s heart 


Philippines is something that Fo- 
ley has been doing through the 
CCF since 1992. 

He just saw an ad in the Philip- 
pines about what CCF was doing. 
He called up CCF about the ad 
and was shown pictures of chil- 
dren who needed help. 

‘One of them was the child from 
Cotabato. 


Special ties 

That was the start of Foley's 
special relationship with the 
Philippines. 

She, too, was a frequent letter 
writer, according to Foley, but he 
managed to write back only 
about eight times in the close to 
10years he was sponsoring her. 


“When I got this new child, she 
made it clear thar not writing was 
notacceprable, so I write more of- 
ten now he said. 


Childhood center 

Aside from sponsoring the two 
children, Foley became a partner. 
of CCF in its early childhood de- 
velopment program, which ad- 
dresses children's basic develop- 
ment needs, including health and 
nutrition, so they will be better 
equipped to start school. 

"That partnership gave birth to 
a childhood center in Quezon un- 
der the Southern Luzon Bright 
Future Program, that was fi- 
nanced partly by the proceeds of 
"Tales From Wrescal Lane," one. 


Streets a window to Filipino soul 


From page Al * 

‘The streets in the Philippines 
reveal the nation's soul. 

The sight of Filipinos, includ- 
ing women and children, patient- 
ly queuing under rain and sun for 
a jeepney ride is touching. А 
decade ago, there was only a mad. 
scramble—that meant survival of 
the fittest—in the constant battle 
for scarce public transport. 


Traffic rules a joke 

Traffic rules remain a joke. 
"They are either ignored with im- 
punity or mot enforced at 
all—even when there's a police- 
man around 

The most notorious traffic vio- 
lators are congressmen, senators 
and administration officials who 
even Паши their errant ways 
with their siren-blaring police es- 
corts. They remind me of the war- 
lords in Afghanistan and Liberia, 
whose bodyguards are festooned 
with bandoliers. Their Filipino 
counterparts are more sedate, 
their guns tucked under their 
waists or in clutch bags. 


Corrida in Manila 
An Australian priest teaching 


values formation in a Quezon City 
school says 70 percent of students 
in his class believe that lawmakers. 
have the right to violate laws, see- 
ing how they oh so often make a 
mockery of them in the streets. 

Driving requires the tolerance. 
and patience of Job. Most people. 
behind wheels are illiterates. 
They are clueless on elementary 
traffic rules or ethics. 

A clogged street easily turns in- 
to a corrida and drivers into 
matadors. 

‘Try flashing your signal light to 
take a turn and the chances are 
the guy on either side would not 
let you pass. Often, the element 
of surprise works. Simply swerve 
when you get an inch of space 
and you're home free. 

Bayani Fernando is tying but 
Tm afraid he won't succeed unless 
LTO scraps ай those licenses it has 
issued and requires all new appli- 
cants to take an honest4o-good- 
ness driving examination. 

There is no cure to the mad- 
ness of taxi, bus and jeepney 
drivers unless the boundary sys- 
tem—essentially plunking down 
cash for a day's use of the vehicle 
for public transport—is abolished 


and they are given decent wages. 


‘Speed maniacs 

Politicians are just гоо afraid to 
do anything about so-called “pop- 
ulist polices" that would cost 
them the election votes of squat- 
ters and jeepney drivers. They 
close their eyes to wanton disobe- 
dience of ordinary norms of hu- 
man conduct and abet the mock- 
ery of laws. 

‘This probably explains the na- 
боп? failure to cope with the de- 
mands for decent housing and 
transport facilities, among tons of 
other sorely needed services. 

In other climes, the operation 
of public transport system is à 
government function. 

There are speed maniacs any- 
where, but there is decorum in 
the streets, at least in Geneva, 
where 1 used to live. Vehicles stop 
asa matter of course to let people. 
cross pedestrian lanes. They сап 
take ай the time in the world to 
до that and the drivers just have 
to stop and let them pass. 


Chivalry reigns... 
Here, even if you cross on a 
pedestrian lane, you have to run 


Chivalry 

buses, at least in Switzerland. No 
matter how they are crammed, 
women, the old and the very 
young are given seats. Civility 
Teigns—as И does in all aspects of 
every interaction and commerce. 
Woe unto you if you rush in be- 
fore those disembarking haveleft 
the vehicle. Politesse is valued in 
these places. 

‘On major intersections in US 
roads, cars follow the rules and 
cross one ata time. Road courtesy 
is simply amazing. 


„but not on Ayala 

Just before Christmas 1 got 
stuck at Ayala Avenue extension 
while attempting to cross Jupiter 
to Nicanor Garcia on the other 
side. 1 was following one car that 
had, inch by bitter inch, merciful- 
ly managed to get out of the jam. 

1 was following suit, my kisser 
just touching his derierre when a 
‘man suddenly, out of nowhere, 
jumped in front of my vehicle. 

After being stuck there for 30 
minutes, 1 was ready to run over 
the SOB who had forthwith start- 
ей directing traffic. Back in the 


of three children's books to his 
name. 

“The center helps children 
aged three and younger and I 
have been told that it benefits 
some 3,000 people from seven 
different communities there," Fo- 
ley said. 


Wrestler’s money 

He has set his sights on helping 
build another center in Pasig and 
has committed to donate all of 
the money he would earn from 
the WWE Raw Live Tour to com- 
pleting the center. 

The 40-year-old Foley, who 
wrestled under the names Cactus 
Jack, Mankind and Dude Love, is 
опе of the featured wrestlers in 


slums of Manila's San Andres 
Bukid, where I grew up, this kind 
of thing did not go unchallenged. 
But there were four other guys 
who came and joined in unclog- 
ging the Jupiter snafu 


‘Thugs as traffic cops 

So, I held my peace. Prudence 
is the better part of valor. 1 said 
maybe these were good guys, 
much like the thugs untangling 
streets in exchange for drinking 
money in our neighborhood 
decades ago. 

Certainly they seemed like the 
Afghan men in the shadow of the 
Hindu Kush, covering rutted 
roads with dirt to let travelers 
pass in the hope they could get a 
few Afghanis. 

1 was lost in reverie when a 
garbage truck swept by and the 
men jumped into it, leaving the 
street as clogged as ever. 

1 sat in my car gnashing my 
teeth for what seemed like forever. 


Balkan wars 

Getting caught in а traffic 
jam in Manila is like being in a 
bind in a war zone, in places 
where there's no government, 


‘opposition leaders snubbed the meeting 


ommon 


would be the most powerful а 
gument that we can muster toż 
erase the international commu-? 
nity’s perception that the* 
Philippines is partly free,” he* 
said. 

Some administration senators 
who attended the meeting com, 
plained that instead of having a 
fruitful dialogue, they were treat- 
ed to "lectures" on the urgency of 
Charter change. 


Senators against Cha-cha 

“We were invited to the Palace. 
ballroom to dance ће Cha-cha 
but we respectfully begged off 
Sen. Ralph Recto said. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santia- 
go laid down the gauntlet early 
on when she and Makati Rep. 
Teodoro Locsin asked those pre- 
sent to junk Cha-cha and the pro- 
posal to postpone the 2007 elec- 
tions. 

“What moral values will those 
Cha-cha solons leave to the next 
generation, if the solons person- 
ally benefit by the automatic ex- 
tension of their terms of office 
without elections?” Santiago said 
ina statement. 

Santiago said she and Locsin 
insisted that Ms Arroyo should 
complete her term until 2010, 
and that “those who keep saying 
that they support her should do 
so without bringing in the 
Cha-cha.” 

Senate Majority Leader Francis 
Pangilinan said the council, as 
provided for by EO 168, was 
meant to be “an advisory body to 
the President and should not 
have been used as a platform to 
push for Cha-cha.” 

“We reiterate our position that 
the Senate will not be arm-twist- 
edinto Cha-cha,” Pangilinan said. 

With reports from Cynthia D. 
Balana and Philip С. Tubeza 


the two-day event at Araneta Col- 
ешт 

He will come back in February 
together with WWE champion 
John Cena, Intercontinental 
champion Ric Flair World Tag 
team champions Big Show and 
Kane and women's champion Tr- 
ish Stratus, 


Warmth of Pinoys 

He promised to put on a great 
show when he comes back in 
February to give justice to the 
warm response һе has received 
from Filipino fans. 

“T have been wrestling for over 
20 years,” Foley said, “and the re- 
action from the Philippines has 
been the most phenomenal.” 


where anarchy reigns. 

The feeling of helplessness is 
similar to that I had experienced 
while delivering humanitarian 
supplies during the Balkan 
wars. There, you got stuck in 
Serbian checkpoints for hours 
as police and paramilitary 
troops searched UN trucks for 
non-existent weapons in an at- 
tempt to delay deliveries to be- 
sieged villages. 


On coming home 

It is as nerve-wracking as be- 
ing kidnapped in Kinshasa as 
mobs roamed the capital of the. 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
hunting for UN personnel they 
blamed for the fall to rebel 
hands of the lovely eastern town 
of Bukavu at the edge of Lake 
Kivu, from where 1 had just been 
evacuated. 

1 used to dismiss those inci- 
dems as part ofa character-build- 
ing exercise. 

‘But coming home, there is a^ 
sinking feeling of finality in re- 
signing yourself to being trapped 
in the recurring anarchy of Ma 
la's streets. 

Jr sucks. 
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Trader rescued from abductors: 


By Luige A. del Puerto, 
n C. Tandoc Jr. 


and 


LESS THAN 24 HOURS AFTER 
he was kidnapped, the police res- 
cued an Indian businessman from 
his abductors in San Mateo, 
Rizal, early yesterday morning. 

Катай Singh Chahal, 45, а 

resident of Marikina City, was re- 

ay covered unharmed after the po- 
lice swooped down on a shanty in 

Barangay Gulod. 

The police also killed one sus- 


BEN Torrefil, one of three 
kidnap suspects arrested 
yesterday. олмвомоос 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SIX DIGIT 
6 3, 


Textus your feedbac 


said. 


'quirer met ramelage/cityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


pect and arrested three others, in- 
cluding the alleged leader of the 
kidnap-for-ransom gang operat- 
ing in Eastern Metro Manila and 
Rizal province. Chahal, who runs 
а money-lending business, was 
kidnapped by armed men while Р5 
collecting payments at the 555 
Village in Marikina City at about 
12:30 p.m. on Monday, police 


"The suspects told me they 
were policemen. They dragged 
me inside a van and covered my 


6/42 Luzon/Vis-Min 


еуез with a white towel," Chahal 
told the INQUIRER. 

Three hours after the abduc- 
tion, Chahal called his family to 
say he had been kidnapped and 
that his abductors had demanded. 
million in ransom, said 
Sukhdeep Singh, a relative. 

Residents who witnessed the 
kidnapping provided the res- 
cuers with a description of the 
getaway vehicle. The police also 
alerted all its "assets" or inform- 
ers in Metro Manila and Rizal, 


dan. 


Grandma killed, 5 hurt in Las Piñas blaze 


“л, 
Р49,534,126.20 


according то Marikina City Police 
head Senior Supt. Manuel Gaer- 


On Monday night, Gaerlan's 
team, along with Rizal police- 
men, had already pinpointed the 
kidnappers’ safe house. They 
moved in at 7:30 a.m. yesterday. 

‘Arrested were Romeo Jimenez 
alias ‘Jun Bombay,” the alleged 
gang leader; Onkar Singh, who 
allegedly acted as the groups 
"tipster;" and Ben Torrefil. Anoth- 
er suspect, Joel Royo, died after 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


A TWO-HOUR FIRE KILLED A 75- 
year-old woman, injured five persons, 
and destroyed over 50 houses in Las 
Pifias City yesterday morning 

Fire investigators identified the fatal- 
ity as Rosalinda Rufino, a resident of 
the house on Hollywood Compound, 
Barangay Pamplona Dos, Alabang-Za- 
pote Road, where the fire reportedly 
started. 

Rufino's daughter, Rebecca Navarete, 


said the fire broke out at 9:45 a.m. after 
she accidentally dropped a liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) tank she was car- 
rying, causing it to explode. 

A tearful Navarete said she bought 
the LPG tank hours before, adding that 
she decided to take it back because it 
had a leak. 

“Iwas going down the stairs from the 
second floor when the tank slipped 
from my hands,” she told the INquiRER. 
“It was too heavy.” 

‘The LPG tank rolled on to the first 


floor where it blew up. 

Navarete, her daughter and a grand- 
son lived on the second floor of the 
house. 

They got out through a window. 

Rufino, who lived on the first 
floor, was trapped inside the house. 
"She could not get out because the 
fire was just outside the door" 
Navarete said 

Naverete's daughter and a relative 
could only cry while firemen retrieved 
Rufino's burnt body from the house. 


By Tina G. Santos 


BIRDS AND OTHER er 
wildlife species may 
soon find a haven at 


She also called for 
volunteers from oth- 


groups to watch over 
the forest. 


Deputy fire marshal Aldwin Salazar 
said the fire destroyed 50 other houses, 
leaving at least 80 families homeless 
and causing P2 million worth of dam- 
age to property. 

“This is the third time this compound 
was hit by a fire,” Salazar told the In- 
Quine yesterday. 

SFO3 Roberto Mulan added that fire 
spread quickly because the houses were 
made of light materials. 

Five other people were injured, three. 
of them children, he said. 


Birds find new home 
in Manila orphanage 


Winner had also 
sought an injunction 
to stop the Manila 
government бот 
constructing е 


environmental 
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he allegedly exchanged fire with - 
policemen. After news of the sus- 
pects arrest broke out, several In- 
dians showed up at the Marikina 
City Police Station and pointed tc. 
some of the suspects as among: 
those who kidnapped them last 
year. One claimed he paid P1.4 
million in ransom after the sus-, 
pects took him on Nov. 9, 2005. 
Another said his family paid a 
P2.5 million ransom three weeks 
ago before the suspects released, 
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s with death as he cooks his family's meal, just inches away from a passing train 
The informal settlers along the railroad tracks would be relocated to Cabuyao, 
Laguna, to make way for the NorthRail project. 
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File complaint, victims told 
АЗАМ JUAN councilor yesterday urged residents 
сг, who had been victimized 
by unscrupulous cell 
A Yas) phone dealers о Ше а for- 
2 mal complaint. San Juan 
«а counciir Dante Santiago 
reminded сей phone buy- 
ers and owner that a town 
ordinance had been 
} passed prohibiting mis- 
representation—the prac- 
ILLUSTRATION. STEPHERAYO tice of some stall owners 
of misleading buyers by passing off a used and 
re-conditioned cell phone as brand new. The ordi- 
nance, which Santiago sponsored in 2002, im- 
poses a P2,500 fine on stall owners. A second of- 
fense, on the other hand, would mean the revoca- 
Чоп oí their business license or imprisonment of 
30 days. The councilor issued the reminder after 
{wo television reporters found their stolen com- 
pany-issued XDA-II phones being sold by two 
Stali owners inside the Greenhills Shopping Cen- 
ter. But ABC-5 reporters Theresa Andrada and Ja- 
son Torres have not yet filed any complaint the 
police said. Edson C. Tandoc d. 


Not once, but twice 

A COURIER for a money changer in San Juan lost 
$15,000 on Monday to four robbers who also 
shot him in the stomach. But Eleasar Pasague, 
34, lived to tell the police that the thieves who at- 
tacked him in Mandaluyong City were the same 
persons who had robbed him more than a year 
ago. Pasague toid the police he was driving his 
black motorcycle along the Edsa Underpass in 
Crossing at about 3:30 p.m. Monday when four 
men on board two ed motorcycles blocked his 
path. One of them took the bundle of dollar bils 
he was carrying ала shot him in the stomach. 
"This looks like an Inside job. The robbers knew 
the victim was carrying money," Mandaluyong 
City Police chiet Supt. Ericson Velasquez told the 
thou. Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Help for the poor 

A FOUNDATION that promotes sell-rellance 
among the poor has joined forces with the Que- 
топ City government fo ts micro-finance іней 
hood program. ASA Foundation, a group that 
seeks to help poor familles trough self-help ini 
tiatives, has signed an agreement with the city 


d ^ 


government to serve as a conduit for its program 
awarding collateral-ree and low-interest loans to 
smalltime entrepreneurs. DJ Yap 


Arellano High induction 
THE ARELLANO High School Class 67 will hold 
its induction of officers on Jan. 28 atthe Ka- 
‘mayan restaurant on West Avenue, Quezon City. 
Elected were Alberto Lim, president: Percival An- 
dres, first vice president; Ricardo "Ding" Gonza- 
les, second vica resident Yvonne David-Valdez, 
Loreto "Lorre" Santos-Ravera, Milagros dela 
Paz-Corpuz, Agapito "Pete" Valero, Benjamin 
Clemente, Luverne Gueco, Juanito dela Masa, Jr, 
Norberto Panganiban and Felipe Falcon, board 
members For details please сай Yvonne at 
3233272 and 0919-5283897. 


Acting UE president named 
DR. ESTER Albano-Garcia, former chair of the 
Commission on Higher 

Education (CHEd). has 

been appointed acting 

president of the Univer- 

sity of the East (UE). Dr. 

Garcia is a cum laude 

graduate, major in 

Chemistry, of the Univer- 

sily ofthe Philipines, 

She topped the 1963 

chemistry board exams GARCIA 

and holds a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry trom the 
Ohio State University. She has held various aca- 
demic and managerial positions in the last four 
decades, including the CHEd chairmanship from 
July 1999 to May 2003. Dr. Garcia is the 11th 
president of UE which will mark ts 60th anniver- 
sary this year. 


Ely Lopez burial 

ELEAZAR S. Lopez, former managing editor of 
People's Journal, wil be buried tomorrow at the 
Marita Memorial Park in Sucat, Parafaque Cty. 
The funeral wil be preceded by a Mass at 11 a.m. 
at the Mt. Carmel Church on Broadway St., Que- 
зоп City. Lopez, who was also a commentator for 
DWWW ТТА, died of a heart attack on Jan. 19. He 
was the brother of Tony Lopez, BizNews Asia 
publisher and editor; Vic, Leonardo, Lorna, 
Gaorge and Leopoldo. His widow, Concepcion, 
would keto thank those who oxtended ther con- 
dolances. 


the grounds of the 
Hospicio de San Jose, 
a shelter for aban- 
doned children and 
theelderly. 

Regina Paterno, 
president of Winner 
Foundation, a group 
of environmentalists 
which has been look- 
ing after the contested 
Arroceros Forest Park, 
said they plan to grow 
а mini forest at the or- 
phanage grounds. 

Paterno said they 
would plant 187 
trees to represent the. 
mumber of trees 
which the Manila 
City government cut 
down or uprooted in 
the park to make way 
for a two-story build- 
ing for teachers in the 
area. 

She said they plan 
to plant fruit trees, 
including santol, lar 
zones, mango and 
atis in the new site. 

Paterno added 
that Winner Founda- 
tion would clean up 
the forest park on 
Feb. 5. 


Regular watch 

"We need more 
people to look after 
the forest park on a 
regular basis,” Pater- 
no added. 

Earlier, Paterno ac 
cused the city gov- 
етпелі of dumping 
garbage, including 
old Christmas deco- 
rations, inside the 
forest park. 

“Two old, big 
Christmas trees were 
thrown in the area, 
and we fear that this 
could be the begin- 
ning of the forests 
conversion into a 
dump? she said. 
"Theyre ruining the 
place,” she added. 

Winner Founda- 
tion is locked in a le- 
gal battle with the 
Manila City govern- 
ment over the park. 

The foundation 
claims it had been 
given a 15-year con- 
tract to develop the 
area, but the local 
government insists 
the contractis void. 


Anti-drugs course 
for Metro graders 


By Margaux C. Ortiz. 


NEARLY 8,000 GRADE SCHOOL STUDENTS 
have enrolled in a program which would, 
hopefully, keep them drug-free as they grow 


up. 

Supr. Rodolfo Llorca, chief of the Manila 
Police District (MPD) Anti-Illegal Drugs divi- 
sion, said 7,342 students from 22 public and 
private schools in the city completed the 
DARE program last year. 

DARE stands for the Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education. program that the Manila police 
conduct annually for elementary school stu- 
dents. 


Theme 

‘The program has the theme: “Stay Away 
From Drugs... Live a Prosperous and Whole- 
some Life Towards a Strong Republic.” 

"The latest batch of graduates came from 
Paco Catholic Schoo! with 630 grade school 
students,” Llorea said in a statement. 

Under the 17-week DARE program, MPD 
officers discuss the advantages and benefits 
of avoiding drugs with the students. 

Justin Magsalin, a grade five student at the 
Paco Catholic School, said the DARE program 
taught her and her classmates to turn away 
from illegal drugs. 

“It opened our minds to the bad effects and 
consequences of using drugs,” Magsalin said. 


however, by Judge 
Teresa Soriaso of 


teachers’ building in 
the park. 

This was denied, М 
талаа SEPTEM, INC. 
742-18-08 Эсон ондонот 
Manila Regional o 
Trial Court Branch 
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REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS 
PASEGURUHAN NG MGA NAGLILINGKOD SA PAMAHALAAN 
(GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE SYSTEM) р 
Раса Сене, Ros Bhd 
Pasay iy, 1308 


INVITATION TO SUBMIT THE BEST OFFER 
(BLOCK SALE OF EQUITABLE-PCIBANK SHARES) 


The Government Service Insurance System (GSIS) intends to dispose 
of in а block sale ils holdings of 90,078,333 Equitale-PCl Bank 
common shares, equivalent to 12% of the Banks outstanding 
capital stock, at a minimum cash offer of P92.00 per share. 


Offers io purchase should be accompanied by a cashiers or 
manager’ check equivalent to ten (10%) percent of the total offered 
price and should be submited not later than March 6, 2008 al 2:00 
pm at the folowing address: 


MS. LIVIA ALICIA R. RAMOS 
Vice President 
Investment Office 
Level 3, Core D, GSIS Building 
ores Boulevard, Pasay Ciy 


Interested parties should comply withthe Bangko Sentral ng Pipinas 
(BSP) rules and regulations on ownership restrictions in banks, and all 
other applicable laws, rules and regulafons 


The GSIS reserves the right to reject any or all offers and to annul the 
process, fo waive any required formally therein, or to accept such 
offers as may be advantageous lo ће GSIS without giing any reason 
therefor and without incurring any liability to the affected offeroris, 
Further, the offeror shall be liable for any and all costs incurred in ils 
paricipaton and the GSIS assumes по obigalon whatsoever to 
compensate or indemnify the offerors or any of is agents, for 
expenses or losses that may be incured in participating in this 
undertaking. 


For more information, contact Ms. Ramos at telephone numbers 834- 
2649 and 891-5161 local 4581. 


(Original Signed) 
OMELITA J, TIANGCO 
Executive Vice President 
Finance Sector 


Plug N' Play Your 
Contact 
ente 


nformation Overload is an affliction 
most common in any startup, leading. 
to paralysis by analysis and followed 
by shutdown swifter than you can 
imagine. In the booming contact 
center industry, for example, new players have to 
consider everything from site location, techno! 
ogy platforms, support infrastructure, and agent 
training. Good luck wading through this mess: the 
staggering mountains of new literature on every 
operational aspect, the countless considerations 
you have to make at every turn. New data multi 
plies everyday and the information becomes 
overwhelming, 
No, information is hardly the problem. 
What you аз а new operitor nced, is simple: 


competence. The information is out there for 


Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) Industry, 
among other sectors in this unparalicied 
growth area of services. The market's out 
there and you can serve it... PLDT OnCall is 
the way for you to go. 

PLDT OnCall takes care of nearly 
everything else including  infrastru 
support with the most reliable platforms and 
solutions thanks to its partnership with Avaya, 
the world leadér in contact center solutions. 
АШ the worrisome details including equip- 


ment maintenance, software upgrades, and 


allows you to focus on your core competency 
- your customers. 
You can think of it in simple techie 


analogies, it's Plug № Play. The real golden 


sure, but who knows what to make of it? component is your proprictary concept or 
business plan; you can leave all the other 
What Makes You So Special? worrisome stuff in PLOT OnCal’s competent 
hands. You can work on what you do best 
Your main concern as а new operator is the — your Big Idea. 
unique quality of your service - are your To find out more about PLOT 
customer's needs being met? Today PLDT ОпСай — ОпСаП, log on to www.pldtoncall.com.ph 
makes it possible for even nom4echies to capita- ог email bizsol&pldt.com.ph, or give us a 


ize on the exciting opportunities offered in the саШ at 874-7474. 


| 
1 


Call Centers: What You Should Know 


here are basically 
two types of call 
centers (also more 


properly — known as 
“contact” centers). А 
-Premised-based” contact 
center is one that you build 
and maintain on your own, 
while a "Networkbased" 
ог "Hosted" contact center 
as the name suggests, is 
one which is operated for 
you on а subcontracted 
basis for one or more key 

, functions. By far it is the 

} most cost-efficient option for entrepreneurs cager to make a first break in this hot industry. 


РЧ 


PLDT OnCall gives you the most expert hosted contact center solutions, reducing your cost and 


i 
{ worries the whole way through. Here are just some ways you can make the hosted option work 
{ ees 


+ Premised-based contact centers can have immense costs including hardware, software licenses, 
installation and engineering services, take it from us, the list can get long. Hosted contact centers 
just charge you a low fixed rate per agent or seat that you operate. 


+ Premised-based contact centers need to develop and maintain all kinds of operational expertise 
which means pricey staff. These HR costs are constantly rising, but are actually lower with Hosted 
contact centers that have a ready pool of experts and resources at your disposal. 


+ A Hosted contact center's total cost of ownership is lower because you have no maintenance 
and future technology upgrade bills to worry about; upgrades are handled for you. The same 
‘cannot Бе said for Premised-based contact centers, they incur huge bilis every time they need to 
"refresh. 


+ Similarly, every time a Premised-based contact center "scales upwards" because of growi 
business, this also incurs a huge cost. With a Hosted contact center, you have tremendous flexibil- 
ity in scaling in either direction, up or down as it suits you. 


+ Disaster recovery! Think of your worstcase scenario and it usually involves a system crash of 
some sort. Premisci-based contact centers have to go the long route and set up multiple back-up 
sites and this costs big too. Your PLDT OnCall hosted contact center's network based solution 
inherently supports your business’ seamless operations with no hiccups. Can there be any 
network larger and more solid than PLDT? 


LETTERMEN 


ARANETA COLISEUM 
Jan 27 & 28 


POC tackles 
which NSAs 
to prioritize 


‘THE INITIAL STEP TOWARD CHOOSING 
the 10 sports to be lavishly funded begins 
when the Philippine Olympic Committee 
general assembly convenes today at the 
Cafe J in Pasay Road, Makati. 

POC secretary general Steve Hontiveros 
said national sports associations will be asked 
to submit their reports, not only about their 
performance during the 23rd Southeast Asian 
Games but also their recommendation for the 
chosen 10 ist 

The 10 NSAs will be given focus of atten- 
tion and budget from the government and pri- 
ate sector as ordered by President Macapa- 
gal- Arroyo in line with the quest to win the 
country's first ever Olympic gold medal in 
Beijing. 

From the NSAs' recommendations, accord- 
ing to Hontiveros, ће POC will start its own 
study to come up with the list of the priority 
sports disciplines. 

Also on tap is the NSAs' SEA Games report. 
it will be their first meeting since the tri- 
umphant SEA Games staging last December 
where the country won 113 golds, 86 silvers 
and 92 bronzes to capture the overall title. 

"There will also be discussions on the coun- 
пуз preparation for the Doha Asian Games 
this December where the Philippines hopes to 
surpass its three-gold haul in Busan, Korea. 

Whatever will be agreed upon in the meet- 
ing will then be discussed in the NSAs’ consul- 
tative meeting on Friday. Marc Anthony Reyes 
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I'm the storm across 
-the Pacific-Pacquiao 


ж. 
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IT's time to relax at his old haunt for Manny Рас; momoo 


By Recah Trinidad 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA—A VICTORI- 
ous warrior returned to his old bed at the 
Vagabond Inn here in Hollywood, lay down 
on it and declared: “I'm the storm across 
the Pacific." 

Th hero's name is Manny Pacquiao, the most 
famous living Filipino, who boxed his way to 
supreme stardom in Las Vegas Saturday night. 

He scored a big revenge by taking the head ofa 
proud Aztec warrior via a 10th-ound stoppage 
inside the boxing ring at the Thomas and Mack 
Center, with the whole boxing world in arten- 
dance in Las Vegas. 

Pacquiao, 27, did a feat equal to that of Lapu- 


Lapu, revered as the first Filipino hero, by beating 
the great pugilist Erik Morales. 

With the win, Pacquiao avenged а previous 
points defeat to Morales and also retold the gal- 
Janty of the Filipino soldiers in Bataan. 

Before him, there were other great Filipino ring 
warriors like Pancho Villa and Gabriel “Flash” 
Elorde, who made the Filipino proud. 

"With his screaming win, Pacquiao also succeed- 
ed in sending the timely message that the Pinoy 
can do a lot better than just clean tables and wash 
dishes ай over the world. 

"The great thing about Pacquiao is that Morales 
had manhandled him like a poor, mindless ser- 
vant when they fist clashed inside the boxing ring 

TMTHEL A24 


La Salle officials split on UAAP pullout 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


1A SALLE OFFICIALS ARE EXPECTED ТО 
фе split down the middle when they con- 
vene today in а board meeting to discuss 
the schools planned pullout from next 
years basketball competitions in the UAAP 

Sources said the Taft-based university 


ketball infrastructure. 


which got caught up in a recruitment con- 
troversy over two ineligible players, conin- 
uesto backa plan for La Salle to fle a volun- 
tary leave of absence from hoop compet- 
tions to start instituting reforms in its bas- 


In past statements, executive vce president 
Dr Carmelita Quebengeo hinted of the uni- 


this year “to institute internal reforms.” 


ketball toumament. 
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verstys plan to take a voluntary leave stating 


However, La Salle continued to compete 
im secondsemester spons this month 
School authorities drew a proposal, instead, 
to take a voluntary leave only from the bas- 


Sources said that La Salle officials remain 


Ii Gà eti 
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divided over the move since it would put on 
hold the amateur careers oftheir prized se- 
nior players and could also jeopardize the 
universiys recruitment program. 

By February, the UAAP fact-finding com- 
mittee is expected to wrap up йз investiga- 
tion on the eligibility scandal involving 
‘Archers Mark Benitez and Tim Gatchalian. 
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na 
Pacquiao's win 


eases MVP pain 


AS VIEWERS IN- 
side the SM Cinema. 
3 rejoiced after 
Manny Pacquiao 
was officially de- 
dared winner by 
TKO over Mexican 
Erik Morales last 
Sunday my mind 
drifted to Smart 
Communication's 
Manny V Pangilinan Beth Celis 
who had sponsored ^ — 

the Pacquiao fights ever since I could re- 
member, 

Only the night before, MVP was in the 
throes of depression, his vaunted Talk and Text 
ballldub eliminated by the up and coming Air 
21 Express from the semifinal round ofthe PBA 
SanMig Fiesta Cup. 

What hurt most was the fact that the ouster 
‘was nota fluke. Air 21 had beaten TriT thrice in. 
5 


IN HUDDLE 


games, 
Since he took over the Moro Lorenzo fran- 
е some years back, MVP has spared no ef- 
fort nor expense to make his team highly com- 
petitive, reason why the Phone Pais below par 
performance was a big letdown. 
1 wondered though, if the Pacquiao victory 
һай somewhat obliterated the previous nights. 
heartbreaker 


“absolutely?” was MVP's cheerful text re- 
ly 

P% Pacquiao's victory was simply magniti- 

cent, a superb display of pure Filipino talent 

оп the world stage. It assuaged the pain of 

the THT ouster, which was disappointing to 

say the least,” he said. 

MVP watched the fight from his PLDT of- 
fice in Makati. He took the first fight to 
Hong Kong the following day feeling a lot 
more lighthearted since Saturday night. 

Meanwhile, PBA vice chairman Ricky 
‘Vargas made а silent wish which only I 
could hear for now. 

"T wish every player in our team could 
have the heart and spirit of Manny Pac- 
сіло Ricky said. 


Twas expecting to bump into Tanduay presi- 
den/COO Wilson Young at SM Cinema 3 
which was reserved by Solar Sports for VIPs 
and the media, but] didnt see him. 

“Tanduay being a major sponsor ofthe ight, 
figured Wison might have flown to Las Vegas 
to watch the fight live. 

‘When I got in touch with him the folowing. 
day though, I found out that he was just herein 
Manila and had monitored the match from his 
home. 

"Delayed yung coverage on television but 
friends from as far as Europe, America and Chi- 
na kept me updated. They also thanked Tandu- 
ay for sponsoring this epic bout. Sabi nga rung. 
Ва, huwag daw akong mag-worry dahil talo ng. 
rumangtequla. Tama nga siya,” Wilson said. 


Tn his bout with Thai boxer 3K Battery 
which was held at The Fort in Taguig, Metro 
Manila, I remember seeing a Red Bull logo 
tattooed on Pacquiao's left upper arm, the 
same arm that knocked out the Thai oppo- 
nent in the fourth round, if Pm not mistak- 
en 

"This tattoo was missing in his last two 
fights. Curious, I called Photokina’s Raffy 
Casyao to ask if Manny had undergone а 
skin graft to erase the tattoo, probably to 
give way fo anew sponsor. 

According to Ray that was not a perma- 
ment tattoo, It was just Henna. "Pero kahit 
hindi permanent yung arm logo, Manny re- 
mains a regular Red Вий drinker, kaya nga. 
‘we sent him a big pack in Las Vegas.” 

Raff/s boss George Chua, couldn't be more 
thrilled with the latest Pacquiao triumph. 

“Even before the fight, 1 felt deep down in 
ту heart that Manny would win, The few 
times we met in the office, 1 could tel dugong 
champion siya because of his positive attitude, 
principles and fear of God. Manny is a те 
winner, kaya kahit sino ang bumangga, GIBA! 


source of pride,” George said. 

'HOOPVINE: Harbour Centre owner Mi- 
kee Romero, who watched the Pacquiao- 
Morales fight at SM Cinema 3 with his 
grandpa Miguel Lagman, who raised him, 
his unde and his father-in-law declared Jan. 

Boxing fan 
impact than ‘Super Pacman”... 
real? The POC has taken a hands-off stance 
оп the restructuring of the BAR to get the 
Philippines back in the good graces of the 
FIBA. Sounds too good to be true but ВАР 
president Joey Lina said its for real. 


rako eye series 


equalizer vs Gins 


By June Navarro 


NO TEAM FEELS AT 
home whenever it tangles 
with Barangay Ginebra. 
And Red Bull Barako is no 
exception. 


The Bulls seek an equalizer against 
the charismatic Kings today in Game 
2 of the San Mig Coffee-PBA Fiesta 
Conference semifinal series at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum, knowing very well 
that their foes will be enjoying the 
loud support ofa loyal crowd. 

"Tes like playing away from home,” 
said Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao of the 
game at the Big Dome, which is ex- 
pected to be bursting at the seams 
anew with Ginebra fans. 

"Nevertheless, we're very confi 
dent with the ability of the team,’ 
Guiao added. "It's justa matter of get- 


By June Navarro 


WITH THINGS GOING OUT OF HAND 
in one semifinal game, with fines handed 
out here and there and with the intensity 
level of games reaching feverish pitch, ай 
the coaches of teams still seeing action in. 
the San Mig Coffee-PBA Fiesta Confer- 
ence are asking for just one thing. 


CHARITY CHALLENGE: HSBC CEO Warner Manning is challenging top 
businessmen and athletes to a triathlon at the Manila Polo Club on Feb. 4 
to raise funds for the Children’s Hour. First row (from left): Nona Torres, 
Ernie Lopez, Tricia Chiongbian, Fred Uytengsu, Larry Ocampo. Second 
row (from left}: Art Tan, Fernando Zobel, Jon Jon Rufino, Warner 


Manning, Jay jay de Ocampo 


‘GAMES TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
440 p.m. —Barangay Ginebra. 
vs Red Bull Barako 
7.35 p.m—Puretoods vs At 
Game 1— Purefoods d. Alr21, 94-89; 
Barangay Ginebra d. Red Bull Barako, 
405-100 


ting the proper mind-set and adjust- 
ment.” 

Air21 coach Bo Perasol's concern, 
оп the other hand, is how to shake off 
the fatigue that is slowly creeping in- 
to his team in its own semifinal match 
against Purefoods. 

“1 hope to bring back the energy 
and enthusiasm of the team,” said 
Perasol The Express played nine 
games in 15 days, including a three- 
game stretch in as many days capped 
by their Game 1 defeat Sunday 
against the well-rested Giants. 

And then there is that one major 


"We've been dishing out our best on 
the court,” said Red Bull coach Yeng 
Guiao yesterday. “Those top-notch 
games should be complemented by 
topnotch officiating.” 

At the heels of the request came the 
fines handed out by the commission- 
er's office on players and team officials 
who were involved in a skirmish in 


concern: Injuries. 

“It will always be a mental game 
but injuries are one of the most im- 
portant tangibles in the series,” said 
Perasol following Ronald Tubid's se- 
vere sprain that could force the explo- 
sive player to sit out Game 2. 

Not that Purefoods was spared. 
Paul Artadi also twisted his ankle 
while James Yap is trying to recover 
froma sprain he suffered weeks ago. 

“Injuries will certainly be a factor,” 
Guiao admitted. “If you stay away 
from it, irs going to bea plus." 

The Kings gun for a 2-0 lead 
against a healthy Red Bull Barako 
squad without back-up center Andy 
Seigle, who went under the knife to 
mend a hurting left ankle that could 
take six months to beal. 

“it’s difficult without Andy and the 
first game without him is an indica- 
tion of how close the series will be; 
said Barangay Ginebra coach Siot 
Tanquingcen. 


Game 1 of the Purefoods-Air21 match 
won by the Giants, 94-89. 

Air21’s Gary David and Marquin 
Chandler of Purefoods, chief protag- 
onists during the third-quarter com- 
motion, were assessed Р5,000 each 
while Air21 playmaker Wynne Ar- 
boleda was asked to shell out 
P4,600 being a fifth-time offender 


а? 


LOS Angeles’ Sam Cassell (19) passes the ball around the 
 Adonel Foyle in their NBA game. The Clippers won, 96-9 


PBA imposes fines on erring players, off 


since the conference began. 
Purefoods coach Ryan Gregorio got 
P5,000 for entering the court but 
coach Bo Perasol of Air21 absorbed a 
heavier fine of P10,000 for commit- 
ting a technical offense of similar de- 
gree for the second time around. 
"There was much ado about noth- 
ing,” said PBA Commissioner Noli Eala 


after getting 
erring coache 
offic es уеге 
incident that } 

Chandler ty 
hug, prompti 
to rush onto 1 
Arboleda als 
came to David 


Manila unveils sports program 


MANILA SPORTS COUNCIL (MASCO) CHIEF 
Arnold "Ali" Atienza expressed high hopes for the 
city’s youth and future in sports as he unveiled yes- 
terday the city govern ment sports arm's plans and 


programs for the year. 


According to the son of Manila Mayor Lito 
Atienza, first in the Masco's list із the Zonal Devel- 
‘opment Program “MY Games on the Road'—a 
weekly multi-sports activity staged in all the 897 
barangays throughout the capital city starting Jan. 
28. Also to be held is the year-round Officials and 


Athletes Training Seminar. 


Nextis the 17-under Kasibulan Football tourna- 
ment on Feb. 18 and 19 at the Rizal Park organized 
by the Masco in cooperation with the Philippine 


Football Federation. 


Preparations are also underway for the staging 
Of the sixth edition of the Manila Open Taekwondo 
Championships on March S at the San Andres 
Sports and Civic Center in Malate. 

"The Manila Open has served as a national level 
grassroots development program and has featured 
the best jins not only from the city but from all 


La Salle gains ground 


IBC channel 13's Express Balita. 


over the country,” said Atienza, a former Asian 
taekwondo champion who is also a newscaster in 


Also set in March is the Mayor Lito Atienza Golf 


Cup, a fund-raising project to benefit veter 


Memorial Sports Complex. 


marathoners Roy Vence and Cristabel Martes, whb. 
both earned a stint in the prestigious 110th Boston 
Marathon on April 17 from the Masco by winning the 
42m run of the 3rd Manila Marathon lastyear 

The fifth edition of the Manila Youth Games 
(MY Games), which is expected to showcase 
about 10,000 of the Big City's best 17-under 
athletes who will vie for top honos in 14 
sports, will be held from April 2-9 at ghe Riz! 


"To coincide with the week-long celebratjon of th 


Атам ng Maynila, the Masco has scheduled the 6th 
Mayor's Cup Swimming Championships of June 24 
at the Rizal Memorial Swimming Stadium, as wells 


the 4th Manila Marathon on June 25 on arf out arit. 


districts and historical landmarks. 


SPORTSWATCH 


2nd Blas F Ople golf tournament 
SAMAHANG PLARIDEL AND THE BLAS Е OPLE POLICY CENTER AND TRAINING INSTITU' E 
announce te holding of the 2nd Blas F. Ople Golf Memorial Toumament on Feb. Зайне Camp 
Aguinaldo бо! Course Quezon Cty. Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Rafael Seguis, head of 


back course that stans at the Rizal Park айй pierces 
through the city’s major thoroughfares, cdimmercial 


My congratulations to the сошпшу$ greatest . 


in interscholastics golf 


LA SALLE EXPLOITED THE ABSENCE OF ATE- 
neo's top gun to seize the lead in college play and 
set the pace in two other divisions after the penul- 
timate round Monday of the sith Samsung Inter- 
scholastic golf championship at the Tagaytay 
Highlands and Midlands Golf Club courses. 

Oliver Gan netted 52 points while Justin 
Limjap and Marlo Capinianes each delivered 
49 as La Salle, down by eight before the 
round, outscored their arch rivals by 19 (150- 
131) to storm ahead by 11 with a 36-hole ag- 
gregate of 283. 


Race'1—{Ort/Tri)—Diamond Siy (3), Cassy Babe 
(6). Cunning Eagle 7) Klana (1) 

Race 2-— (OrVir— Long Nose Hawk (6), Summer 
Rain (2), Classy Pages (8), Jetprop/Pure Ener- 


m, 

ace 3 (Or/f)--Look of Love (б), Siver Eagle 
(6) ela’ Charm (2), Валет (A) 

Race 4—{Penta/Th}—Don Ramon (14), Dashing 
(4), Yao Man (11), Streisand (11), Western. 
Dancer (5) 

Race 5 (QV) Speed King (8 Rockwel (6), 
Five O'Clock (1), Sound Value (4) 

Race 6—(Penta/Tri]  Melcurian (2), Mas Que Na- 
ба (3), Stradivarius (1), El Love Senora (б), 


After leading the Eagles to an eight-point 
lead in Round 1, Escalona did not play and 
the trio of Kevin Lachica, Don Padilla and Ra- 
mon Garcia failed to stop the La Salle on- 
slaught. Lachica had 45, Padilla 44 and Garcia 
42 fora 272 aggregate. 

La Salle-Greenhills got a big round from 
defending overall individual champ Miko Yee 
who matched par 72 for 54 allowing his team 
to keep a nine-point lead in boys high school 
at 277. Other scorers for LSGH were Marvin 
Mendoza with 43 and Alan Guy with 42. 


BY TOP CHOICE 
King Yoji (4) 

Race 7—(OrV/Trio—Ei Cid (2), Earth Angel (5), Col- 
ective Dreams (1), Divine Tonight (3) 

Race 8— (penta/Tri] Moab (7), Айназ (6), Vick- 
yel Lord of Al 1), Kalla.) 

Race 9— (Super G/Orl/Trs My Sheikh (7), Hurry 
Princa (ш), Feder Court (1), Sir Benjo (12), 
Sirong Colony (1), Extreme Romance (б) 


Bata enjoys second wind with new vision 


CUE MASTER EFREN "ВАТА" 
Reyes hasa literally clearer vision 
in looking at the coming pro bil- 
liards season. 

The 51-year-old Reyes, his eye- 
sight restored to better than nor- 
mal proportions, is enjoying the 
second wind of his fabled carcer 

d is aiming to dominate the 
pool scene yet again. 

The easy-going, good-natured 
Reyes ended last season with a 
bang, sealing top rank in the 
United States circuit money race 


do, Florida. 


cause of age. 


by winning $200,000 in the Inter- 
national 8-ball shootout in Orlan- 


It was a victory that signaled 
Reyes’ return to the top after 
months of mediocrity caused by 
chronic cueing elbow pain and 
deteriorating eyesight mainly be- 


His dry eye symptoms and far- 
sighted error of refraction and 
astigmatism were corrected by a 
short and painless procedure at 
the American Eye Center. 


The Lasik Refractive Surgery, 
performed by Dr. Jack Arroyo, 
lasted only 20 minutes and gave 
the billiards ace "20/15" vision, a 
line better than the normal 
"20/20." 

Reyes begged off from playing 
for the Philippines in the Southeast 
Asian Games last month because he 
was contemplating on going to the 
US to have his eyes treated. 

‘With improved vision, “The 
Magician” sees nothing less than 
a dominating season again. 


СОРУ А 


the tournament committee, said the event coincides with the 79th birthday о! the iate foreign 
affairs secretary. Proceeds from this tournament vil go to the Blas Е Оре Journalism and IT 
‘scholarship program for children of retired and working Filipino journalists. Call 339-1768, 
339-2749 or 09155408356 c/o Fort Jose. 


GCAP 5-cock derby begins today 

THE SECOND LEG OF THE GENTLEMEN COCKERS ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIP- 
pines (GCAP) 5-cock derby gets under way today at the air-conditioned San Juan Ci 
Seum. Sponsor is Sagupaan Complexor 3000. With more than 80 fights lined up, th- 
derby wil start at $ p.m. Five American cockers, who also competed in the NCA Won 
Championship Derby last week are seeing action today: famous Sweater specialist 
Bruce Barnette, Jim Batiea of Sunset Recreational Club, Bryan Cochran, Jason Cary 
bell and Crow Grave. For inquiries, call 722-7366 and 7255369. 


Fastest Win event starts Sunday 5 
EASY-TO-WIN PRIZES ARE AT STAKE IN ROLIGON MEGA COCKPIT'S NEW HACKFIGHT 
‘format and Fastest Win event, which wil start on Sunday. For the Fastest Win event, à bonu 

‘of P5,000 will be given to the winner after every four fights. Entry fee is P500. The first 20%. 
mers in the regular bacidight wil get a bonus of P 000 sach. Meanwhile, participants who v i 
‘compete in the “16th Anniversary 6-cock derby" on Jan. 21, Feb. 2, 4, 7 and 9 are requesten 
Submit their entries a day before the event. Call 851-2275, 833-1638 and 852-9812 for dat 
Super Pacman joins РССА tourney i 
SUPER PACMAN, THE FAVORITE ENTRY NAME OF BOXING CHAMPION MANNY PÁCOUUA ! 
is one of the confirmed bets in the Pasay Cockpit Cockers Association (PCCA). 4-соскйету 
Friday ato Pasay Су Cockpit. Backing un те event is Sagupaan Complaxor 3000. босди 

is one of the 32 regular members of POCA, according to pit manager Eric dela Rosa. ‘Aso sero 
field his entry is А. Pineda, solo champion in the recent NCA World Championship '8-Obck den: 


ТАКВО SA KALIKASAN: The 7th Annual dzMM Takbo Para Sa Kalikasan fires off 
from the Quirino Grandstand on Feb. 11. Shaking hands after the memorandum of 
agreement signing are Rudy Biscocho, race organizer, and Angelo Palmones, Special 
Projects Director and dzMM Station Manager. With them are Angelo Almonte (left), 
Manager Radio Patrol, and Peter Musngi, VP Manila Radio Division. { 
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Harbour Centre's Reyes 
- | PBL Player of the Week 


HE MAY BE OVERSHADOWED BY HIS FLASHY 
Fil-Am batchmates, but burly Rob Reyes of Har- 
bour Centre still is a load to contend with in the 
PBL Heroes Cup. 

With his effective post plays, Harbour Cen- 
tre unexpectedly strung up six wins to claim a 
spot in the Final Four. 

"He dominated the boards and hes a hard 
working player” said Harbour Centre coach Jorge 
Gallent of Reyes, the league's Player of the Week. 

Reyes, though, has been showing lately that 
an offensive game is also among his arsenals. 

Reyes, a recruit from Florida, fired a team- 
high 13 points and grabbed 11 rebounds аз 
Harbour Centre edged Hapee-PCU, 69-63, to 
claim the fourth spot and the twice-to-beat 
advantage in the quarterfinals. Reyes also 
added a steal and two blocks in the crucial 
win last Tuesday. 


The 6-foot-7 center again stepped up on 
the offensive end, scoring 12 points on top of 
six rebounds, one steal and two blocks in the 
Portmasters’ quarterfinal victory, 72-64, over 
the Teethmasters last Thursday. The sixth 
straight vietory, the longest winning streak 
this conference, propelled the Portmasters to 
the semifinals after a sluggish 2-4 start in the 
elimination round. 

‘The semifinal battle starts tomorrow with 
Rain or Shine facing Harbour Centre at 2 p.m. 
and Magnolia Ice Cream taking on Granny 
Goose in their 4 p.m. tussle. 

‘Rain or Shine and Magnolia, the top-seed- 
ed squads, earned one-game incentives in the 
best-of five series. Thus, they only need two 
victories, while Harbour Centre and Granny 
Goose must win thrice to advance to the fi 
nals. Jasmine W. Payo 


RP Open Badminton first 
to adopt new scoring rule 


THE PHILIPPINE OPEN BADMINTON CHAMPI- 
onships will earn the distinction of being the first 
IBF (International Badminton Federation)- 
ranked tournamen t to implement the new scor- 
ing system when the event is held March 1-5 аг 
the Philsports Arena in Pasig City. 

‘The IBF Council has recently agreed to test 
the new rally point scoring system in IBF- 
sanetioned events, which carries world-rank- 
ing points, starting with the $120,000 Philip- 
pine Open. 

Taufik Hidaya, the Indon ace who became the 
Bist player to win the Olympic men's singles and the 
‘world crowns, leads the crack foreign eld in the RP 
Open where he is expected to share top billing with 
the likes of Lin dan, Pi Hongyan, Nathan Robertson, 
Gail Emms and Mia Audina Tjiptawan, who all saw 
acion in last years MVP Cup. 

Under the new rules, a point will be scored ev- 


puni at 


ery time a side serves and a match will now con- 
sistof three games up to 21 points (previously 15 
points for men/doubles and 11 points for ladies 
їп singles). If the score becomes 20 all, the side 
gaining a two-point lead first will win that game. 
In the event of 29-all game, the side scoring the 
30th point will be declared the winner. 
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* DAVID Nalbandian 


serves his way to victory 
against Fabrice Santoro, 


Story on Рае А26. ж 
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Im the storm 
across the 
Pacific—Pacquiao 


From page A23 


last March. 

But instead of sulking and giving up, Pacquiao 
took supreme sacrifices to transform himself into 
a masterful warrior. 

The poor, plodding, predictable slugger tumed 
himself into a sharp, masterful prince of the box- 
ingworid, 

Pacquiao now makes quarters in a rich man's 
mansion here in Hollywood, kingdom of celebri- 
ties 

But as though reclaiming a mothers warm, as- 
suring embrace, the boxing hero returned to the 
simple bed at room 120 of Vagabond on Vine 
Street, his hos in his struggling years. 

Pacquiao next takes a trip across the Pacific to 
the waiting embrace of an amazed and thankful 
nation when he takes a PAL flight to Manila where 
he's expected Friday. 
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through tough 
uarters match 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA—TOUGH 
wind, tough opponent, tough challeng 

Maria Sharapova got through it all Tues- 
day to reach the Australian Open semifi- 


nals 


eres 


‘SHARAPOVA: It only gets tougher, 


There can only be one lowest IDD rate, 


for the second straight year. 
Demonstrating her refuseto-lose mentality 
Sharapova survived two set points in an error- 
led tiebreaker after sixth-seeded Nadia 
‘Petrova twice served for the first set, holding 
on fora 7-6 (6), 6-4 w 
"tt was definitely not easy” said the 
fourth-seeded Sharapova, the 2004 Wim- 
bledon champion, who handled the wind 
and pressure better than Petrova in the 
all-Russian match. “It wasa miracle when 
someone held serve.” 
Tt doesnt get any easier Sharapova 
next faces eighth-seeded Justine Henin- 
Har 
enport, 2.6, 6-2, 6-3, to advance also to 
the semifinals. 

On the men’s side, Masters Cup 
champion David Nalbandian reached 
the semifinals completing a full set 
at the majors—when һе over- 

whelmed veteran Frenchman Fab- 
rice Santoro, 7-5, 6-0, 6-0. 

The fourthseeded Nalbandian 
‘was down a break in the 51-minute 
first set, but recovered to get back on 


| 


serve before reeling off 14 consecutive ' 


games to dose in one hour, 41 minutes. 

Santoro, 33 and playing in the quar- 

terfinals for the first time in 54 majors, 

won 34 points in the first set, but just 16 in 

the next two. From 5-5 in the first, Santoro 

never had a game point. 

“After that first set, he just gave me a lesson,” 

Santoro said. “I ту many things, but he has the 

answer all the time. He does everything well. He 
just played great тепл, wonderful.” 

‘Nalbandian will play the winner between No. 7 


е Ivan Ljubicic and unseeded Marcos Baghdatis. AP 


-. It's Globelines IDD at 


Sharapova gets NFL: All eyes on P 


DENVER—THE KID MAY BE THE 
pigskin answer to The Mailman. 

‘According to Jerome Bettis, the 
Pittsburgh quarterback delivers. 

Go back a year to the 2005 АРС 
Championship game. The Patriots were 
putting a hurtin’ on the Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers, and the rookie quarterback and the 
veteran running back were commiserat- 
ing on the sideline. 

“К was in the middle of tears," Bettis 
recalled after yesterday's stunning 34-17 
‘conquest ofthe Denver Broncos had sent 
the Steelers into Super Bowl XL "He was 
boo-hooing and I was boo-hooing, and 
he said, Just come back. ТЇ get you to 
the Super Bowl. Just come back.” 

“Ees been one of my driving forces all 


nne, who upset No. 1 Lindsay Dav- | 


LOS ANGELES—WILT CHAMBER- 
lain’s record 100-point NBA game 
seemed unreachable from the time 
һе accomplished the feat nearly 44 
years ago. 

Perhaps it's not. Maybe Kobe Bryant 
candoit. 

"T guess its possible. I don't know, 
bro’. It’s unthinkable,” the Los Angeles 
Lakers star said 

‘So was 81. At least before Bryant 

огей 28 of his team’s 31 points inthe 
fourth quarter on Sunday against the 
‘Toronto Raptors to reach the second- 
highest single-game total in NBA his- 


when NBA basketball was a far differ- 
ent game, accomplishing the feat for 
Philadelphia against the New York 
Eno. 


year, and Tm just glad I don't have to 
apologize," said Ben Roethlisberger of 
the incident. 

Apologize? Not likely, now or ever 
again. Whatever personnel inadequacies 
the new AFC champs may have do not 
include the quarterback position. Y 
day the 23-year-old was ruthles 
cient at Invesco Field at Mile High, com- 
pleting 21 of 29 passes for 275 yards, 
two touchdowns—one a highlight-reel 
special—and no interceptions. 

He also spiced up the plot with an art- 
ful 4-yard bootleg for the icing TD in the. 
fourth quarter. No other quarterback in 
the league could have been of any more 
use to his team. 

“T know he doesn't put up those kind 


as no 3-point shot—not 
that it would have mattered since 

foot (2.14-me- 
ter) center who dominated the mid- 
die. 

The 6-6 (1.98) Bryant made seven. 
from outside the are. 

Defense was generally ап af- 
terthought when Chamberlain played, 
mot that Toronto are much good at it 
now, ranking near the bottom of the 
league in that department. 

Whatever the case, both perfor- 
mances were astonishing. 

Chamberlain shot 36-063 from 
the field and 28-032 from the foul 
line while playing all 48 minutes. He 
averaged an NBA-record 50.4 points 
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ittsburgh QB 


of numbers like Peyton Manning and 
‘Tom Brady" said wide receiver Hines 
Ward. “But you need to mention him 
among the top quarterbacks in the 
NR 

"He is a very composed young man,” 
said Pittsburgh coach ВШ Cowher, “The 
difference between him this year and 
last year is night and day 

“Не made a proposal to me to get me 
the footballs of ай these games,” Betts 
said. “He was going to get me the game 
ball of every game, and he's kept his 
promise. He promised me last year he was 
going to get me to the Super Bowl [this 
year], so hes 100 percent on his promises. 
So he's special in my book; TI tell you 
that” New York Times News Service 


per game that season. 
Bryant, playing a little less than 42 
minutes, shot 28-0246 from the floor 
7-of13 from 3-point range, 
£20 from the foul line. He 
raised his NBAdeading average to 
35.9 points. If the season ended now, 
that would be the highest average 
hael Jordan scored 37.1 
points per game 19 years ago. 

Bryant appeared on his way to 80 a 
month ago, scoring a then-career high 
62 in a one-sided win over Dallas, He 
sat out the fourth quarter because the 
outcome was decided after three. 

Not so on Sunday. The Raptors led 
by as many as 18 in the third period, 
and that more than anything triggered 
Bryant's scoring explosion. 

“We have four days off coming up 
here and I would be sick as a dog if we 
would have lost this game,” he said. 

In the second half, it was Bryant 
Toronto 42. 

Afer it was over, Bryans cell 
phone rang. The caller was Lakers 
great Magic Johnson. 

“For him to call me and tell me 
"what a great game it was and how 
proud of me he is meant more to те 
than the 81 points," Bryant said. "That. 
meant more to me than even the 
game itself because I idolized him asa 
Kid” АР 

COMPLETE NBA RESULTS: arta 104, Ind- 
ana 94; Boston 91, New Onan 78; Houston 97, 
"Мінае 80, аһ 89, New Jersey 78; Dewir 
107, Toronto 10; LA Cipars 96, Golden Stato 93 


3 
1 
| 
l 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2006 


MA 
dextusyourfeedbick iir ent rame 


ГЕ 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Romy Homilada. 


ATINEE IDOL RICHARD 
Gutierrez could not hide 
his surprise when re- 

porters and cameramen rushed to 
him as he stepped out of his van on 
Saturday afternoon. 

"Не was at the Manila Boys’ Town in Parang, 
Marikina City, to celebrate his 22nd birthday 
with the centers wards, mostly abandoned 
kids. He had not been told that members of 
the entertainment press would be covering 
the event. 

Richard arrived at the 23-hectare complex 
at 3:30 p.m. He first visited the Girls’ Home 
where 75 wards, ages 3-16, greeted him. 
‘Then he spent time at the center's Home for 
the Aged facility 

‘Afterwards, he hosted lunch and a magic 
show for the kids and handed out goodie 
bags. 

"This is my first time in Boys’ Town," said 
Richard after having lunch surrounded by the 
children, "Last year, I visited cancer patients 
at the PGH (Philippine General Hospital), but 
that was days before my birthday" 

The Manila Boys Town, run by the Manila 
city governments Department of Social Wel- 
fare, takes care of over 200 elders and 300 
kids. Among the facilities are an elementary 
school and high school, a chapel and an infir- 
mary. 

“fe feels good that Pm able to share my 
blessings with them. I'm able to make them 
happy,” Richard said of his special birthday 
guests "Ies funny because some of ће kids 
call me Aguiluz (his character in the movie 
‘Mulawin’); the others, Amante (one of two 
roles he portrays in the TV series, Sugo)." 

The actor added: “I promise to do more 
charity work this year. I was supposed to orga- 
nize a charity event a little bigger than this, 
‘but I got so caught up with my movie assign- 

ments that Iran out of time to prepare.” 

Richard is busy promoting his new film, 
Mac Alejandre's “I Will Always Love You,” 
with Angel Locsin, He is also preparing to 
shoot the final episodes of “Sugo.” 

Richard and his twin brother, Raymond, 
threw a party for their friends at Richard's new 
condo unit in Taguig City that same night. 

‘The twins handed out keys to the unit to 
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OPENING TODAY 


Big Time 
Stars Michael de Mesa, Nor Domingo, Win- 
‘ston Elizalde, Joanne Miller, Jamie Wilson 
Directed by Mario Cornejo and Monster 
Jimenez 

‘Two petty thieves (Domingo and Elizalde) 
team up with an aspiring starlet (Miller) and her 
junkie boyfriend (Wilson) for a fake kidnapping. 
"The hapless gang incurs the ire of the addicts fa- 
ther a ruthless crime lord (De Mesa). Hilarity and 
horrors result in equal parts. Rina Jimenez-David 
of the INquRER writes: “{The] slapdash casual air 
about the movie adds to the fun, drawing in the 
audience to its world of thwarted ambitions and 
delusional aspirations..." Tessa Jasminez of Vari- 
ety: “[The] filmmakers were hailed for making а 
“Tagalog movie that doesn't oversell а joke or rely 
оп slapstick?” Rated A by the Cinema Evaluation 
Board, it won Best Screenplay and Best Sound at 
the Cinemalaya Film Fest. At select SM Cinemas, 


The Maid 
Stars Alessandra da Rossi, Chen Shu Cheng, 
‘Hon Hui Fang, Benny Soh 
Directed by Kelvin Tong 

‘Shot entirely in Singapore and starring a Fil- 
ipino actress in the title role, the film is steeped in 
‘Chinese superstitions and is earmarked as the 
ciry-state's entry to the Asian horror fick trend 
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Send to: 2851 (Globe) 2951 (Smart) 2851 (Sun) 
. -Php 2.50 par request ? 


FOR DRECTORY INFO: 
entuka 8 


FOR MOVIE SCHEDULES: 
Ten LUKE MOVES 


Umm 
Pagi 


* ^S KANKUNIS ang.inumin. 


ERA MORIA 


J J 

о, 

dii atiis 
Herbal¥Slimming TS 


Cam mum 
Sinn’ -slims dowh the bot fan 
“ext unwanted toxies { ids We д. 
Siu sen Төв - the’ energy booster that) 
Siewigeretes and revialzes the body- 
Хорс stress: and! ums Duc 
Зддусэ->ча herbal neutralizer (hal Daip 

provant dehydration. 


ГҮ АЛ 
Sweatt ib шшш 


лзым f morcurg drug 


Text LUK4 REG <name/address/age/gender> 
to 2851 (Globe) 2951 (Smart) or 2851 (Sun) 
to register for the promo. 


as one raffle entry. More entries means you 
have more chances of winning! * 


As an added bonus, every 5th 


LUK4 request is free! 
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Keep texting 
LUK4 and get a 
chance to win any 
of these prizes; 
50 winners of 
P500 load daily, 
| winner of 
P10,000 cash 
weekly, 
3 winners of iPod 
Videos in the 
Grand Draw! 


PROMO РЕ! 
PERC 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Ger YOUR 
PASS ( 


The Multi-Pass or M-Pass - your fast lane to the movies! 


Itis an online prepaid ticketing system 
that allows you to purchase tickets online in just 3 easy steps! 


BUY YOUR CREDITS 


Purchase your credits at the Greenbelt 3 SureSeats Ticket Counter, 


LOAD ACCOUNT 


Log on to SureSeats com with your username and password. 


© WATCH A MOVIE 


Purchase tickets online, No need to clalm tickets 45 minutes ahead of time. 
Your loaded M-Pass card serves as your ticket. Just go straight to the cinemas, 
present your M-Pass card and enjoy your movie! 


For more information, pis. cal 757-2860 or log on to SureSeats.com 
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Love Is A Many Splendored Thing 
Time To Cry 
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Sofly As leave You 

I Believe 

Venus 

Portrait Of My Love 

If Ever I Would Leave You 
You've Lost That Loving Feeling 
Sealed With A Kiss 

Red Roses For A Blue Lady 
The Things We Did Last Summer 
Turn Turn Turn 

1 Only Have Eyes For You 
Moon River 

Witchita Lineman 

More 

The Impossible Dream 

Up Up & Way 

Going Out Of My Head 

The Look Of Love 

Never My Love 
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Vampires win? 
LOS ANGELES—Golden Globe-winning 
films saw significant boosts at weekend 
box office, but the action-packed vampire 
flick “Underworld: Evolution” was the top 
earner, debuting with $27.6 million in ticket 
sales. 

‘The blood-drenched thriller, starring Kate 
Beckinsale and Scott Speedma 
last weekend's winning family f 
winked,” according to studio estimates re- 
leased Sunday. 

Estimated ticket sales for Friday 
through Sunday at US and Canadian the- 


$11M; 3) "Glory Road," 
st Holiday" $9.1M; 5) "Broke- 
$7.8M; 6) "Fun With Dick 

7) "The Chronicles of Nar- 

, the Witch and the Wardrobe," 
tel" $43M; 9) "The New 
; 10) "End of the Spear,” 
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ROUNDUP 


43 Front-runner 

LOS ANGELES—Director Ang 

cowboy romance "Brokeback Mountain" solidj- 

fied its status as the front-runner for Oscar glory 

‘on Sunday when it was named Best Picture of 

the year by the Producers Guild of America. 
The other contenders were “Capote,” 

“Walk the Line,” “Good Night, and Good 

Luck" and “Crash.” “Brokeback Mountain" led 

the pack last week at the Golden Globe 

Awards, another Oscar bellwether. Reuters 


China for H’wood 

HONG KONG-—Action star Jet Li says that as 
China becomes a bigger market for Holly- 
wood, more opportunities will be available to 
Chinese actors. 

Li said that as the China box office contin- 
ues to grow, "Hollywood will try its hardest to 
break into China, and then Chinese actors will 
have the opportunity to not just make action 
or martial arts movies, but also comedy, dra- 
ma." Li spoke Sunday at a Hong Kong charity 
premiere for his new film, “Fearless.” AP 


‘Crash’ campaign 


OPENS FEE 


LOS ANGELES Independent film studio 1- 
onsgate, buoyed by surging acclaim for its 
racial drama "Crash," said it has sent more 
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than 130,000 DVD copies to Hollywood insid- 


They Never 
Saw It 


Coming 


JENNIFFI è NEN 
‘ANISTON 
VNCRSSEL 


DERAILED 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures. 


S 


ers as part of an unprecedented Oscar cam- 
paign for the movie. 

The huge scope of the “Crash” DVD mailing 
dwarfs the size of what most studios regard as 
a major Oscar “screener” blitz—typically run- 
ning 12,000 to 20,000 copies. 

Lionsgate's Tom Ortenberg said the cam- 
paign was especially important for a film like 
"Crash," a May release thatis no longer in the- 
aters. Reuters 


‘Geisha’ ban 
SHANGHAL—Hollywood's "Memoirs of a 
Geisha" has China censors stumped, with offi 
cials and state press saying Tuesday the filin 
may be banned due to concerns it could rouse 
anti-Japanese sentiments. 

Several state newspapers reported that the 
movie, directed by Rob Marshall and co-pro- 
duced by Steven Spielberg, was scheduled for 
general release on Feb. 19 but had now been 
scrapped. 

The main issue of concem is that two leading 
actresses who play geishas are Chinese, which 
could evoke memories of Japanese wartime ag- 
gression towards mainland women. i 

But regardless of whether the film is even- 
tually approved, Chinese audiences will uri 
doubtedly be able to watch it, as pirated DVD 
copies are already widely available, AFP 
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Fitting tribute to Edsa Revolution 


THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EDSA 
Revolution next month has prompted the Foun- 
dation for Worldwide People Power to produce 
a special TV documentary that pays fitting trib- 
‘ute to the landmark event. 

Titled “Edsa 1986: Mga Tinig ng 
Himagsikan,” the one-and-a-half-hour 
video documentary was produced espe- 
cially for young people who were born 
after 1986, and thus know very little 


‘Lauds Seven’ 
VIEWFINDER 


A PRAYER concert will be held on Feb. 4 
at the Cardinal Sin Center, Loyola House 
of Theology, Ateneo de Manila Universi- 
ty, to launch “Lauds Seven,” Jesuit Com- 
munications’ new album of traditional 
music for meditation. 

The album features Fr. Arnel dC. 
Aquino, SJ at the piano, with Himig 
Heswita and Friends. 


METRO MANILA THEATERS Жа, 


u^ 
about the historic peaceful uprising that p 
has made People Power a distinctly Fil Nestor U. Torre 
ipino phenomenon, and our gift to the ~ SSS 
world. 

FWWPP board chair Eggie Apostol 
shares that work on the important docu- 
mentary began early last year, after the 
production team completed focus group 
discussions with 18- to 20-year-olds who 
were asked about their thoughts on Edsa 
1. 

Jim Paredes was chosen as main рге- 
sentor because he was the ideal link to 
the younger generation, which is excit- 
ingly typified in the docu by co-host 
Bianca Gonzalez. 

“Mga Tinig ng Himagsikan" features 
new on-camera interviews of key witness 
to the Edsa Revolution of 1986. Their 
names and the views they express are 
truly impressive. 

They include Sil- 
vestre Afable Ш, 
Ramon Farolan, 
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-HUMAN; 
Macoy, Ambas- E 
ador" stephen Ж н 
Bosworth and 
John Maisto. 

The documen- 
tary also makes 
‘use of rare archival 
"footage obtained 
in the States from. 
ABC News and 
CNN. 

їп addition, histori- 
fans Dr. Jose М Abue- 
iva, Manuel Quezon 
Шала Stephen Hen- 
{ту Totane provide on- 
F screen analysis 
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He fell to the floor * 
B name—kris Lawrencd 
da—was called as th 
of "Search for the {| 
Million,” season 2, at 
Theater last Sunday. 

Kris, from Los Angel 
won over two grand fina 
Villaruel of Пойо and Ji 
quez of Cebu—in the c 
showdown of the reality si 
petition. 


For SCREENING SCHEDULES, 


Backstage after the awa| 
monies, a jubilant Kris cv 
contain his excitement. 
He told Inquirer Entert: 
am so lucky to be here. 
Tata Villaroel and Jimm: 
—they're both great 
singers—should 
be here with 
me.” 
Kris, an R&B 
stylist who con- 
fessed in an earli- 


er interview that 
he was a bal 
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‘Cheaper By the 
Dozen, 2’ 

STEVE Martin and Bon 
nie Hunt are b 
“Cheaper By the 

," playing the pi 
of the rambuncti 
Baker kids—all 12 
them. 

This time around, 
Bakers are going toe 
toe against another i 
in the ultimate far 

. The new farm's 
hletes 


headed by Eugene Lev 
The film opens in ts 
оп дап. 25. 
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ed in June last year with 10 contes- matr UGH CHEAPER By THE ZATHURA 
tants, (The first "Star in a Million" 
was Erik Santos.) 
"Actually, I spent a lot of money on 
this venture,” Loreto said. “With what 
Туе spent, I [could have] bought the AUMORHASIT CONARI "билтн" 
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Jazz Festival 
January 23, 2008 


ONSTAGE.- The perfect spot for concerts, 
‘stage plays & coporate events 
is now accepting bookings for May & July 2006 
For bookings, pis. call 752-7862 


Registration for Art Workshops now on-going at 
Ayala Museum . 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29. 
‘Online registration al www.ayalamuseum org 
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A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
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‘Customer Service text поп: 
Customer Service text оште: 
Greenbelt - 


‘Alabang Town Contor - 
Ayala Canter Cebu, 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION 


4 кәт [8 .numonmeT 


4 


3 THE FAMILY STONE 


OPENS TODAY 
AT AYALA CINEMAS 


MTRCB Rating: Gener 
For screening schedule, pls. call 729-7777 
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Face painting or free toy at the 
cinema lobby on January 28 & 29 
:00рт Glorietta 4, 

Greenbelt 3 and 

Alabang Town Center 


Simply present your Zathura 


/0 (2) movie tickets 
ora Timezóne 

stub given for every 
P200 new load / re-load 


Per DINCR Permit No. 0375 Series ot 2004. 


0917 6095900 
Glorietta - 752 7272; from 10am to 8pm. 


[787 4653; from ttam to f2mn. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Nothing new about these, but they're very entertaining 


1 Lessons from 
a deadly game 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


IKE JUMANJI—THE HIT 
| kiddie film about a magical 
board game that brings its 

elements to life—"Zathura: А 
Space Adventure" is also about 
kids trapped in a very danger- 
ous, life-altering game. 
Another brainchild of 
children’s book author 
Chris Van Alliburg, the 
tale re-explores familiar 
territory, and while we 
get nothing new or 
grand in terms of story ideas or 
storytelling, i's still a fun, whole- 
some adventure. This is a movie 
that adults can also enjoy, as it 
sneakily addresses real issues 
that kids can understand, such as 
sibling rivalry and the strengths 
and limitations of parents. 

Once one gets past the notion 
that “Zathura,” with its playtime- 
tums-disastrous premise, might be 
Just a tired clone of Jumanj it 
‘gets quite interesting, The idea that 
such seemingly innocent games 
should threaten the lives of bored, 
whiny and already-roubled chil- 
dren is indeed attractive and full of 
potential. As with Jumanji,” kids 
who play the Zathura board game 
leam important life lessons while 
being thrust into physically imperil- 
ing challenges that luck brings 
them. 

The hi-jinks commence after а 
divorced dad (Tim Robbins) leaves 
his two bickering sons Walter (Josh. 
Hutcherson) and Danny (Jonah 
Bobo) at home for a work-related 
errand. Stuck indoors with their in- 
different teen sister Lisa (Kristen 
Stewart), the boys discover an old 
game capable of supematurally 


REVIEW 


‘warping their reality in ways they 
never imagined. And because it's a 
space-themed adventure, they dis- 
cover their house afloat yet intact in 
‘outer space, but obviously not for 
long, with dangers from meteor 
showers to plundering reptilian 
aliens becoming horrifyingly real. 

‘With the exception of the some- 
what goofy-looking aliens, the 
threats are made realistic with an 

array of special effects, most no- 
tably in sequences where the 
house gets bombarded 
by tiny meteors, and 
when it gets Батарей by 
attacking spaceships. But 
more important, Hutcher- 
son and Bobo perform 
well, even in the quiet 
scenes. They're sympathetic and 
notannoying,so adult viewers who 
aren't into fantasy films geared for 
young viewers can stay put Ӯ the 
end. 

Despite some slowly paced bits, 
“Zathura” is a good joint effort led 
by actor-director Jon Favreau, who 
emphasizes screenwriter David 
Koepp and John Kamps’ child- 
friendly but character-driven script. 

Bittersweet 


2 i 
memories 


By Francis Rex Alger 


Contributor. 

OW MANY can recall heir 
Hs 
understand the complexi- 
ties of life and love? Tm not one of 
them. 

In the late 1980s, tales of such 
bittersweet memories were pre- 
sented in the weekly ABC TV series, 
"The Wonder Years.” Fans of the 
coming-of-age show will remember 
Kevin Amold (played by Fred Sav- 
age) who recounts what its like 
growing up in suburban America 
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torment him. He falls into an ago- 
nizing dilemma after leaming that 
she's leaving for summer camp. 
Will she be his girl? 

What makes “Little Manhattan” 
endearing are the characters that 
the viewers can relate to, and mo- 
ments such as those known to 
make ife meaningful. Levin also in- 
јес а touch of magic realism, а 
maneuver that made “Ally McBeal” 
a litde more entertaining (though 
the effect here isn't meant to be hi. 
larious). 

Everything in "Manhattan" 
we've seen countless times, but 
Jennifer Flacker's screenplay brims 
"with sincerity, which is irresistible. 
Further, Levin picked his actors 
well (ies great to see "Sex and the 
Ску" stars Cynthia Nixon and 
Willie Garson again). But much of 


One of the shows writers was 
Mark Levin. Now for his film direc 
torial debut, he updates “The Won- 
der Years"—the result is “Little 
Manhattan.” 

In this modem spin, Gabe is a 
fifthgrader living in the Upper 
West Side. He cant fully compre- 
hend the fact that his estranged 
parents live in the same apartment. 
Yet his Ме, which revolves around 
his buddies, basketball and scoot- 
ing around the 10 square blocks 
around his building, is bis—until 
Rosemary Telesco comes into his 
life. 

Gabe has known Rosemary since 
nursery school, but when they be- 
come sparring partners in karate 
class, the 10-year-old lad develops 
feelings for her that boch thrill and 
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"LAUGH OUT LOUD FUNNY!" 


Kevin 
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ANISTON 


v 
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the credit goes to the songs—the 
selection is excellent for walking 
down memory lane (for instance, 
"The Beatles "In My Life"). 

“Little Manhattan” is not among 


the most memorable films of 2005. 
Nor is it one that many might re- 
member 10 years from now. But it 
certainly makes entertaining view- 
ing. 


The first boxoffice winner of 2006 | 


UNDERWORLD tops 
the U.S. and іп? 
boxoffice charts 


Beckinsale as Selene in Sony's #1 boxoffice hit "Underworld: Evolution” 


THIS WEEKEND — U.S. Moviegocrs were in the 
mood for vampires and werewolves as the special 
effects driven horror sequel "Underworld: Evolution’ 
made a spectacular bow at #1 and easily leading the 
North American box office to a solid winter frame. 
Other new relcascs did not put much of a dent into the 
marketplace. 

The first blockbuster movie of 2006 , thc film generated 
the second largest debut ever for a January opener in 
motion picture history which soared to an estimated 
$27.6m . 

The film stars Kate Beckinsale (and her tight leather 
pants) and averaged a meaty $8,606 from 3,207 theaters. 
The Sony sequel flew higher than the $21.8m bow and 
$7,463 average of the first Underworld which debuted in 
September 2003. 

‘All new films premiering at this time of year do not 
reach the heights of ‘Underworld: Evolution’, 

The only film opening or expanding nationally in 
January to debut stronger was Star Wars: Special Edition. 

INTERNATIONAL BOXOFFICE 

The film also opened at #1 in Metro Manila with |: 
an estimated P25M weekend gross. It was the second |: 
biggest opening after the company's LOTR- Return Of |: 
The King. Б 

Registering the biggest per theater average was SM 
Megamall with an estimated P1.8m, second place went to 
SM-North P1.7m, Third place Robinson-Ermita P1.24m, 
Fourth place Glorietta IV P1.2m and Fifth place SM- 
Manila P1.14m. * 
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For more TV schedules: 

^. Visitwww.ClickTheCity.com or 
wap.clickthecity.com. 

2. Key in CTC TV and send to 2333 for. 
Globe and to 225 for Smart. PhP2.50 
per SMS sent. 
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That same night, Richard and his F 
twin brother, Raymond, held a very 
exclusive bash. Guests were given 

keys to the private party place 
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AMAGICIAN entertained the kids, but the biggest magic for them was Aguiluz/Amante's. 


visit. 


Birthday boy 


From page A2-1 эг 


their invited guests. Only those 
with keys were allowed entry 

Last year at the twins’ birth- 
day bash, Richard and Brian 
Revilla figured in a scuffle out- 
side a bar at The Fort. A radio d. 
disc jockey and a fashion con- ®^ 
sultant accused the two actors 
of punching them. 


"mstallment program 


The lowest balance transfer rate is back- 


only from January 25 to March 31, 2006 
EasyTRANSFER your other credit card balances to 


BDO Shop More MasterCard 


and save as much as 50% on high interest charges! 


менам A 
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Limited offer only! EasyTRANSFER now! 


Call 631-8000 (within Metro Manila), 1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toll-Free) 


ge э, тэтп 


равнини 


[. a Applicable only to Easy TRANSFER amounts that are at least Php15,000.00 and charged on 12 or 18-month term, 
Per DTENCR Permit Мо. 0405 Series of 2006. 
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it the Shop More booths or BDO On-site at selected SM Malls. 


“MULAWIN” co-star Nicole Anderson 
brings in Richard's cake 


OPENING TODAY 
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started by the “Ring” series. Da Rossi plays Rosa 
Dimaano, who must cope with restless spirits after 
breaking the rules ofthe Chinese Seventh Month 
or the Hungry Ghost Festival, a time “when the 
gates of hell open and specters are unleashed on 
ап unsuspecting world” Lokman BS of moviex- 
clusive.com finds Da Rossi “perfect in her inno- 
cent role... there is decent acting by everyone .. 

{and the movie] delivers some good scares.” 
There's talk of a Hollywood remake, Rito Р Asilo 
of the Inquinen, however, complains that it "vacil- 
ates between unrestrained gloom and derivative 


gimmicky” 


Cheaper by the Dozen 2 
Stars Steve Martin, Bonnie Hunt, Eugene Levy, 
Hilary Duff 
Directed by Adam Shankman 

Whar is supposed to be a holiday at Lake Win- 
etka is tumed into a game of one-upmanship be- 
tween longtime rivals (Martin and Levy). True to 
their selfish nature, the men bring their extended 
dan (and the audience) along in their slapstick- 
silly grudge match. Robert K. Elder of the Chicago 
“Tribune scoffs that this sequel is “Academy Award. 
material" compared to the original, but goes on to 
disparage it as "a harmless, inoffensive bit of fami- 
ly programming ... that challenges our ability to. 
stay awake.” Daniel Eagan of the Film Journal In- 
temational thinks that its "dated, sitcom approach 
‘reveals just how little the filmmakers think. oftheir 
audience.” 


Zathura 
Stars Tim Robbins, Josh Hutcherson, Dax 
Shepard, Jonah Bobo 
Directed by Jon Favreau 

Think ‘Jumanji in space. From the same au- 
thor (Chris Van Allsburg) behind the kiddie clas- 
sics Jumanji? and "The Polar Express,” “Zathura” 
features bickering siblings (Bobo and Hutcher- 
son) who, after tampering with an old board 
game, embark on the ultimate space odyssey 
Complete with meteor showers and lizard-like 
aliens. Melinda Evans of The Atlanta Joumal- 
‘Constitution predicts that “kids will love it, while 
parents might get a bit lost in space ... oddly, it 
stalls when the intergalactic adventures begin." 
Wesley Morris of the Boston Globe declares: 
“Rarely is a movie audience asked to put up with 
so much noise for such a thankless payoff ~. its} а 
loud, endless family picture.” 


Haif Light 

Stars Demi Moore, Hans Matheson, James 
Cosmo 

Directed by Craig Rosenberg, 

‘Mourning the tragic drowning of her son and 
her bitter separation, a bestselling mystery novel- 
ist (Moore) moves to а far-flung coastal town in 
the Scottish Highlands, where she gets entangled 
їп a sring of strange and inexplicable murders 
Loneliness and paranoia soon take their toll on 
he I she losing her sanity or is she the next vic- 
tim of a scheming killer? The film is described on 
Comingsoon.net as а "Hitchcockian thriller with a 
supematura twist.” A Yahoo.com member ex- 
presses disappointment, though: “Weak story 
Poor cast and no emotion.” Another Netizen 
‘counters: "The movie starts slow, but picks up fast 
and will keep you on the edge of your scat, More 
tums than a race track.” 
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Yield of long-term treasury bonds tumble 


Favorable budget figures to keep interest rates low 


By Michelle V. Remo ‘The decline in yield of the 25- billion, much lower than the offi- bids was done because the Trea 

year paper came with the huge cial ceiling of P180 billion for last sury's auction committee did not 

ENT’ YEAR Volume of bids, which reached year. want the rate to settle at more 

THE COST OF THE GOVERNM S 25 P4.43 billion compared with the Тһе Bureau of the Treasurys than 11.25 percent, Had the Trea: 

borrowings dropped by more than 1 percentage government's debt offering of on- auction committee, however ac. sury accepted P4 billion worth of 

i i . lyP4billion cepted only P3.1 billion worth of bids, then the rate for the 25-year 

a yesterday following the market's substan The favorable response to the bids, therefore raising less than bonds could have settled at 11.75 
tial requirement for long-term investments. national governments long-term the governments programmed percent. 

The rate for the 25-year trea- to only 11.25 percent. The rate debt offering followed the an- debt offering of P4 billion An 11.75-percent rate would 
sury bonds breached the 12-per- for the 25-year bonds stood at nouncement of the 2005 fiscal through yesterday's auction. have still reflected a decline from 
tent mark and fell by 125 basis 12.5 percent during its previous data, which showed thatthe bud- — National Treasurer Omar Cruz the 12.5 percent recorded last 

CRUZ points (1.25 percentage points) auction in July 2005. get deficit stood at only P146.5 said the partial rejection of the YIELD/B4 


‘Sin’ tax fails — 
to boost revenue , 


‘THE SIN TAX LAW FAILED TO DELIVER BY A 
significant margin the government's expected 
additional revenues from the imposition of 
higher taxes on cigarettes and alcoholic prod- 
ucts, 

Documents from the Department of Fi- 
nance showed that the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue collected only P2.09 billion in net 
additional revenues from the implementation 
‘of RA 9334, or the Sin Tax Law, which was im- 
plemented in January last year. 


The DOF had expected P15 billion in addi- 
tional revenues from the fiscal reform measure, 
of which P7.5 billion should come from the BIR 
and the rest from the Bureau of Customs. 
i h j G І 
wit ° 


DOF documents explained that the BIR's 
failure to collect the P7.5 billion in incremen- 
“Hi Hon! Can't wait to fly home. 
I've got something for you!" 


tal revenues from the Sin Tax law was due to 
the decline in the volume of cigarettes and al- 
‘coholic beverages covered by the tax. 

Prior to the imposition of the higher excise 
tax rates on so-called “sin” products in Jan- 
wary last year, some cigarette and alcohol 
firms advanced production to avoid paying 
taxes based on the new and higher rates. 

The excise tax is imposed on a product up- 
оп removal from a warehouse, and not upon 
sale. 

‘Also, an Olongapo court issued an injunction 
in June last year prohibiting the government 
from collecting excise tax on imported cigarettes 
and alcoholic beverages passing through the 
Subic port and sold in duty-free shops. 

Data showed that the BIR lost about P6 bil- 
lion in potential additional tax collection 
from the Sin Tax law due to the decrease in 
the volume of cigarettes and alcoholic bever- 
ages that were covered by the excise tax. 

Without the decline in volume, the BIR 
would have collected P8 billion in incremen- 
tal revenues from the Sin Tax law, more than 
the target of P7.5 billion. 

"The Sin Tax law was the first of the Arroyo 
administrations fiscal reform measures 
passed by Congress. The law was pushed to 
complement government efforts of reducing 
its gaping budget deficit 

Other fiscal reform measures already 
passed by Congress were the Lateral Attrition 
Law and the VAT Reform Law. Michelle V. Re- 
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Аза S pm. Jun 24,2006. Connecting people is easier and faster with Nokia's wide range of 3G devices. 

SV паво Qu Nokia welcomes the new generation of mobility with its 36 capable devices. Be the first to experience video calls, MP3 

yi йени S downloads, high resolution streaming and internet browsing at remarkably high speed. Choose any of the award winning 

As of pum, n. 24, 2008 Nokia 3G devices like the Nokia 6630, Nokia 6680, Nokia N70 and Nokia N90. 

: $557.60-558.10 

per ounce Hong Kongo 24,2006 
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BUSINESS ........ 


Insurance undercurrents 


BUSINESS MUST BE REALLY COMPETITIVE 
these days. 

Yuchengco heiress Helen Y. Dee normally 
shuns the cocktail circuit, but Monday night, 
despite being a mere board director in the 
family’s insurance flagship, Malayan, the el- 
dest child of taipan Alfonso Yuchengco was 
‘working the rounds during Monday's cock- 
tails of Swiss Reat the Tower Club. 

Even her younger sister, Yvonne, who 
would rather be at Greenbeles Nanbantei 
rather than stand on her heels chatting with 
the suits, heeded the call of Monday's duty, 
being the Malayan president. 

For a still unclear reason, the chair of 
Malayan herself, former Insurance Commis- 
sioner Adelita Vergel de Dios, who normally 
attends such events for Malayan, was absent 
Monday, one of the industry's mustshow 
events. 

` But then again, so was new Insurance Com- 
missioner Evangeline Crisostomo-Escobillo. 

Escobillo had hardly warmed her seat when 
she was hit by an anonymous complaint at the 
‘Ombudsman, for allegedly favoring the pro- 
posal of the group led by Herminia Jacinto, 
chair of the Philippine Insurers and Reinsurers 
Association, and Ramon Dimacali, president of 
Federal Phoenix, over the direction of compul- 
sory third-party liability reforms. 

Although anonymous, the complaint 


COcKTALES 


Victor С. Agustin 


Maid ор = 
against Escobillo was believed to have been 
engineered by CTPL competitor Paulino Soo, 
chair of AIT Technology, and by recently re- 
placed Insurance Commissioner Benjamin 
Santos. 

Last week, the Ombudsman scheduled an 
interview, not only with Escobillo, but with 
Soo and Santos, "being the probable party of 
interest.” 


Mitsubishi gallantry 

MITSUBISHI will today unveil a new Galant, 
hoping that the BMWish rear-end would lure 
back customers who have so far been kept 
away since the Japanese car company 
switched to the current “happy face" front-de- 
sign for its vehicles. 

‘The Galant 240M, as the Philippine-specif- 
ic model is known ("240" because it is pow- 
ered by a 2.4-liter engine, while “M” stands 
for the "Mivec" engine), is being launched as 
the class-leading Toyota Camry nears the the 
end of its current-model cycle. 


First Pacific to raise stake in PLDT, 


By Clarissa S. Batino 1n 200 


profit of more than P30 billion. 


FIRST PACIFIC CO. LTD, A 
Hong Kong-based conglomerate 
controlled by the Salim family of 
Indonesia, is increasing its stake 
in Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. to retain control of the 
country’s largest telco with the 
entry of Japan's NTT DoCoMo by 
the end of the month, its top offi- 
cial said. 

First Pacific at present is the 
biggest shareholder of PLDT, with 
about 24 percent interest in the 
‘country’s most profitable firm. 


At the 


player in 


affiliate, 

Corp. 
NIT 

13.98 perc 


Japan's NTT DoCoMo, a major 


3G mobile services, will buy 
about half of the PLDT stake of its 


First Pacific would have to ac- 
quire more PLDT shares to ensure 
control, according to officals. 
First Pacific chief executive and 
managing director Manuel V 


5, PLDT posted a net Pangilinan said in an 
end of the month, 


the third-generation or 
nications 


NIT Communications Тһе Supreme Court 


ruled that the telco holdings of 
PTIC was ill-gotten and owner- 


Communications has 
ent interestin PLDT. ship should therefore 


the government. 


bayan ruling. 


not issued a 


. YOUR MONEY GROWS 


$1,000 - 9,999 


PLDT shares of 
Telecommunications. 


"hs far as PLDT is concerned, the 
case involves the government and 
competing claims over the block of 
shares,” PLDT spokesperson Ramon 
Isberto said. "As a company, PLDT is 
not involved in this matter” 


60 days - up 
3.250% 


$ 10,000 - 49,999 


3.625% 


$ 50,000 - 99,999 


3.875% 


$100,000 and above 


Ду wan с commanen 


4.125% 


‘own S4 percent of PTIC. 
Prime Holdings Inc. 


Call us at 812-0000 locals 2250 / 2439 / 2233 / 2465 


Or text: BKCOM «your name» «your landline><your e-mail address> 
| Or texte 2327 for Globe, or 0917-8902327 for non-Globe users. 


Member: PDIC & Megalink. Deposits insured up to P250,000 per деровйог. 


Suite 903 Annapolis Wilshire 


A recent industry report 
revealed that Philam Plans, Inc. 
once more topped industry 
sales with an overall market 
share of 23.5596 as of 
September 2005. Ranking first, 
Philam Plans pre-need sales a 
figure bested other players in 
the industry accumulating total 
new sales value of P3.76 billion. 
from January to September 
2005. Philam Plans likewise 
topped education plan sales 
with 35.9% market share or 
?17 billion. 


attributed 
pre-need 


ourselves 


owned 


position 


The past year is regarded as 

one of the most trying and 
challenging years for ће 
industry, yet Philm Plans 
continues to serve the needs of 
the market, despite an evident 
„slowdown in industry sales. 


than 


President 
Hofileña. 


Philam Plans attributes its 
ability to meet its commitments 
to foresight and prudence. 
Choosing to sell only fixed value 
plans since it started in 1989, 
Philam Plans has been spared 
from the financial issues other 
companies now face because of 
their having sold traditional 
sopen-ended-value — plans. 
"Today, only the fixed value pre- 
злее plan is sustainable. 


to keep 


need plan: 


financial 
you", said 


Many 
Philam Plans is a wholly- during ge 
owned subsidiary of Philamlife, 

the country’s leading life 
insurance company. Philamlife 


is also the Philippine-based Philam 


Philam Plans soars amidst challenges 


Philam Plans’ 
leadership in the market can be 


management 
sound financial practices. "Being 
multinational 


firm, Philamlife, is a wholly 


American International Group 
(AIG), we have to 
even to international standards, 
oftentimes putting us in a 


comply with stricter standards 
the 
commented Philam 


actually more advantageous to 
safeguarding the interests of our 
planholders as they are assured 
their funds are much safer with 
Philam Plans", he added. Mr. 
Hofileta appealed to the public 


patronage in pre-need. "There 
i$ no substitute to what pre- 


disciplined and assured way for 
Filipinos to save for unavoidable 


Allow our company to serve 


companies are proven during 
difficult times. This statement 
could not be more true for 


that the company was interested 
in acquiring the 6.3 percent PLDT 
holdings worth about P21 billion. 
‘owned by Philippine Telecommu- 

Investment 
through Prime Holdings Inc. 


The high court’s decision re- 
versed a May 2002 Sandigan- 


The Arroyo administration had 
statement 

‘whether it intended to sell the 

Philippine 


Holding company PTIC owns 
about 14.4 percent of PLDT equiva- 
lent to 26.034 million shares. The 
First Pacific group, through Larouge 
ВМ (40 percent) and Metro Pacific 
‘Assets Holdings Inc. (14 percent), 


run by the family of Antonio 
"Tonyboy' Cojuangco, controls 


‘Greenhills, San Juan Metro Manila: 
WE BUY CLOSED FACTORY 
WE BUY FORECLOSED INDUSTRIAL ASSETS, 
BUILDINGS, MACHINERIES AND EQUIPMENT. 


Promising a bit longer rear-passenger 
legroom space than the Camry—the latter en- 
joys a tad more headroom for taller passen- 
gers—the new Galant is even being offered a 
couple of thousands less than the market 
leader, at P1.488 million, pre-EVAT. 


Money-go-round 

© FORMER Marcos financial adviser, the now 
Hong Kong-based Rolando Gapud, has been 
elected non-executive director of Del Monte 
Pacific following the takeover by the Burch 
Campos-San Miguel group of the Singapore- 
listed company. 

‘© With the Gos gone, the chief corporate 
counsel of Equitable PCIBank, Nilo Divina, 
has also called it quits. A part-time UST pro- 
fessor, Divina will start next month a law firm, 
with Isabela Rep. Edwin Uy as name partner. 


Heard through the grapevine 
REDUCED to borrowing P2 million from the 
Cuyapo Rural Bank just to finance its opera- 
tions, polo aficionado Antonio M. Garcia has 
taken the bitter pill and accepted a govern- 
ment offer, lower than his asking price of 
300 million, to acquire the 187-hectare һа- 
cienda in Nueva Ecija that his father had 
painstakingly nurtured. 

(Email: cocktales pdi@pldtdsl.net or cock- 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


eyes PTIC shares 


interview the remaining 46 percent of PTIC 
which, in turn, holds 11.975 mil- 
lion shares in PLDT. 

Without the PTIC shares, First 
Pacific have to buy PLDT com- 
mon shares from the market. Ac- 
cording to а PLDT official, more 
PLDT shares have been coming 
out in the market as preferred 
shares mature and are converted 
into common shares. 

The conversion of large blocks of 
PLDT preferred shares have in- 
creased the available shares in the 
market and recently diluted the 
holdings of the company’s major 
shareholders including First Pacific 
and NTT Communications. 

Last week, First Pacific said it 
bought 2.425 million shares of 
PLDT, representing about 1.3 per- 
cent of the total common shares 
issued for $74.1 million. 

The Hong Kong conglomerate 
said the purchase was intended 
to minimize the dilutive impact of 
the conversion of outstanding 
PLDT convertible preferred 
shares and share options into 
new common shares on First Pa- 
cifics investment in PLDT. 

PLDT said the holdings of First 
Pacific and two other big share- 
holders dwindled last month as a 
result of an increase in its out- 
standing common shares. 


Corp. 
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Plaza, Ho, 11 Annapolis St, 


up slightly 


The composite in- 
dex rose 3.86 points 
to 210337 after 
wading between 
2,005.78 and 
2,105.49. 


continued 


to its comprehensive 
product portfolio, its 
expertise and 
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Volume reached 
35 billion shares 
worth P7861 mil- 
lion. Gainers 
marginally outnum- 
bered decliners 40 to 
39, while 53 stocks 
ended unchanged. 
The allshares in- 
dex advanced 5.93 
points to 986.92. 
The market was 
cheered by the gov- 
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where we have to Sina ER, 


ment of a P146.5-bil- 
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PESE 


local regulator" 
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lion 2005 budget 


asna] deficit, well below 


ш] [co ea os 


Plans | [ётлю 


EL 
BEL 


m the official target 


and CEO Jesus С. 
"While difficult, his is. 


their faith апа 


s do best - providing а 


needs in the future. 
Philam Plans CEO. 


companies prosper 
ood times, but best 


Plans, which has 


ceiling of 180 billion 
pesos, thanks to 
higher revenues and 
lower expenditures. 

“A lower gover- 
ment budget deficit 
means interest rates 
wouid likely be more 
stable, since there 
will be less pressure 
for the government 
to tap the debt mar- 
ket. This should help 
stimulate economic 
activity" said 
Jonathan Ravelas of 
Banco de Oro Univer- 
sal Bank. 

“There are some 
jitters in the market 
caused by the mili- 
tarys admission 
that there is а 
threat against the 
government, and 
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DISCLOSURES 


MANILA Jockey Club Inc. will hold its annual stockholders" meeting on 
April 28. Stockholders of record as of March 10 will be entitled to vote. 
ROXAS Holdings Inc. purchased on Jan. 23, 46,000 shares at P1.50 per 
share, and 120,000 shares worth P1.52 each, pursuant to Its share buy 
back program. 


2 


C & P Homes Inc. disclosed that because of the decrease In the corpora- 
tion's authorized capital stock, every 10 shares held by each shareholder 
аз of Dec. 6, 2005 would be consolidated into one share. All resulting 
fractional shares would be dropped. The corporation therefore requests 
shareholders to surrender stock certificates for replacement. These may 
be surrendered starting Feb. 15 to stock transfer agent Securities Trans- 
ter Services Inc., which is located at 4/F Benpres Bldg., Exchange Rd., 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City. The old certificates will be eligible for trading 
only up to Feb. 28. Compiled by Cyril L. Bonabento, PDI Research 
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Country 

Unted States 
Japan 

‘United Kingdom 
Hong Kong, 
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affiliate of the American 
International Group (AIG), the 
leading US-based global 
insurance and financial services 
organization. 


continued with its consistent 
performance and untainted 
record of 16 years of promises 
kept. 


this has prevented 
the index from stag- 
ing a rebound, 
said Jose Vistan of 
AB Capital Securi- 
ties. AFP 
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Once again, we at Toyota аге on the go. And it's all about mor 


We believe that life should get better with each passing day. So we at Toyota are 
“Moving Forward”. 


STOYTT OA RERE 


“Moving Forward” is more than just a new brand identity for us. It is an opportunity 
to create ideas and vehicles that help our consumers all over the world, achieve 
their goals and get more out.of life. It is a desire to create a prosperous society 
through innovations in technology and production. It is an aspiration to keep our 
consumers out of harm's way, for instance, through а road traffic safety campaign 
we are embarking upon. 


“Moving Forward" is borne out of our guiding principle of “there is no best...only 
better.” —a principle we would like to share with you. 


"GP TOYOTA 
moving forward > 


TOYOTA MOTOR PHILIPPINES CORPORATION. 
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expansion of 


remittance unit Business sentiment fo: 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK PLANS TO EX- 
pand its global remittance operations, particu- 
Тапу in North America, to cement its leader- 
ship ina business marked by stiff competition. 
‘Once the country’s biggest bank, PNB still has 
>the largest global network, with 99 remittance 
‘centers worldwide, PNB controls about a quarter 
of total remittances sent in by overseas Filipino 


workers (OFW) through banking channels. 


‘Of PNB's total offshore network, at least 87 
are located in North American continent, sup- 
ported by three full operating branches in New 


York, Los Angeles and Canada. 


“The pie is growing,” PNB president Omar Mi- 
er said. "Remittances are going up as more and 


more Filipinos are going overseas." 


Mier said PNB had an advantage in the US re- 
mittance market over the new entrants because 


ofits existing branches there. 


= "The US is quite strict now. With Amla (anti- 
money laundering) in place, it's getting tougher 
and tougher unless you have an existing branch, 
and that’s one thing going in our favor,” he said. 
He said PNB would likewise scout for oppor- 


tunities in Europe and the rest of Asia. 


OFW inflows coursed through banks went up 
‚у 27 percent from January to November last 


year to $9.7 billion from a year ago. 


There are about eight million OFWs deployed 


around the world. 
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PNB mulls over 
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„Gokongwei firms out to regain market darling status 


j; Ву Daxim L. Lucas 
THE COMPANIES OF TAIPAN JOHN 
= Gokongwei Jr. are moving to shed their 
image as second-rate investment choic- 
es, with no less than heir apparent 
Lance Gokongwei announcing the 
group's new thrust in a road show рге- 

sentation Monday. 
The briefing, held at the Crowne 
Plaza ballroom in Pasig City, was aimed 
at prospective investors in Universal 


Robina Corp., and heralded the shift in 
the mindset of the conglomerate long 
known—and frowned upon—for keep- 
ing secret its corporate dealings. 

The younger Gokongwei told re- 
porters that the public offering of URC 
shares, composed of new and old shares 
to be sold by existing shareholders, is 
meant to improve the company’s free 
float, and make it more attractive to in- 
vestors. 

While URC, its parent fitm JG Sum- 
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mit Holdings Corp., and realty arm 
Robinson's Land Corp. have been per- 
forming well on the corporate side, 
fund managers and investors have 
generally shied away from these 
stocks due to their poor liquidity and 
the limited amount of shares traded 
publicly 

Because of this, the Gokongwei 
companies never really regained the 
"investor darling" status it held dur- 
ing the stock marker bull run of the 


UNIONBANK 


UnionBonk Plaza, Meralco Ave. corner Onyx & Sapphire Streets, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


A full-service universal bank with 111 branches 
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A partnership among the Aboitiz Group, Insular Life Assurance Со. and Sociol Security System. 
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mid-1990s. 

Gokongwei is hoping to change this 
by reforming the company's image. 

PCI Capital Corp. head Erlaster Sotto 
revealed that the public offer will boost 
URC's free float—the amount of shares 
freely traded on the market at any given 
point—by a factor of ten. 

All old, URC will have a free float of 
P14.4 billion after the offering, putting 
it at par with some of the biggest firms 
listed on the local stock exchange. 
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Japan firms’ confidence in RP slightly up 


т Asean 5 also improved, with Thailand in the lead 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE CONFIDENCE OF JAPANESE FIRMS IN 
the country may have recovered slightly, but it 
still ranges on the negative side at -1.4 rating 
in January from the -53 rating ofthe previous 
‘month, according to a monthly survey by the 
Japan External Trade Organization. 

Jetro data showed that Japanese compa- 
nies and affiliates doing business in the coun- 
try have given a negative diffusion index for 
the country in the past nine consecutive 
months. 

The report said the Philippine rating for this 
month reflected the firms’ overall sentiment for 
the five original members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, which indude 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand and Singapore. 

Overall current business sentiment for the 
five Asean countries included in the survey 
“improved somewhat" by 2.4 points, with 
Thailand leading the group with an improve- 
ment of 7 DI points, thanks to its booming au- 
to and transport equipment sector. 

‘The upturn in sentiment for the Asean 5 was 
due tothe recovery in demand for transportation 
machinery and electronics, the survey showed. 

Jetro said the Philippine outlook Dis for 
two to three months from January indicated 
that the sentiment on the country could turn 
around to a positive 1.4 rating. 

The aim of the survey is to provide up-to- 
date information on business conditions in 
Asia to help companies develop more effec- 
tive strategies. 

Jetro polls the companies to measure year-on- 
year changes in their business outlooks for the 
current month and the next two or three months 
ahead, The answers are expressed as DI, which is 
derived from the difference berween the ratio of 
positive and negative responses. 

When Jetro started the monthly poll in 
June 2001, the Philippines rated negative in 
the first 10 months, with the DI rating bot- 
toming out at -40.9 in December 2001. It 
peaked at 22.9 points in September 2004, 

Philippine-based respondents in the Au- 
gustsurvey included 213 firms. 


PLDT, NTT to offer 
instant messaging 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


A UNIT OF THE PHILIPPINE 
Long Distance Telephone Co. yes- 
terday said that it had signed an 
agreement with Japan's NTT Com- 
munications Corp. to offer instant 
messaging services in the country. 

Instant messaging or IM is a 
service that allows real-time com- 
munication through the Internet. 
IM works like a chat room, where 
two people are able to converse 
as if they are talking on the tele- 
phone. Yahoo Messenger and 
MSN are among the more popu- 
lar IM services used today. 

NIT Communications, which 
owns 13.98 percent of PLDT, said 
that it had developed the technol- 
ogy and the necessary applica- 
tions to address and control the 
risks involved when using instant. 
messaging. 

With the removal of security 
risks, instant messaging is expect- 
ed to benefit businesses with its 
real-time feature. But without the 
security measures in place, IM as 
a tool may ruin the integrity of a 
business 

“NTT is the world's largest 
provider of telecommunications 


services, and it is constantly de- 
veloping new technologies while. 
expanding to new markers," said 
Rey Espinosa, president of ePLDT, 
the technology arm of the Philip- 
pine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. "This partnership allows us to 
work side by side with a global 
leader in strengthening the 
Philippines ICT industry" 

“Securing Instant Messaging 
services would certainly benefit 
users, particularly businesses that 
rely on communications in deliv- 
ering their services to their end- 
customers,” said Helen Marquez, 
ePLDT chief operating officer. "For. 
these companies to get the trust of 
their clients, they have to ensure 
that all information being trans- 
ferred, internal and external, are 
secured and could not be tapped.” 

Marquez also said that the 
country's booming call center and 
outsourcing industries will also 
stand to benefit from more secure 
IM services. 

“Today, IM is used by govern- 
ment, securities, telecommunica- 
tons and IT companies, said 
"Takashi Togawa, NTT Communi- 
cations’ executive manager for 
Business Development. 


Yield of long-term ... sompe 


year, but the Treasury wanted а 
steeper decline. 

“That (an interest rate of 11.25 
percent) is where the bulk of the 
bids are, so anything beyond that 
(could be rejected),” Cruz said ina 
briefing after yesterday's auction, 

The market response for the 25- 
year debt offering was already fa- 
vorable, given that tenders were 
higher than the programmed bor- 
rowing. But Cruz said the P4.43 
billion worth of bids was stil ane- 
mic compared with the govern- 
ments expectations. 

Considering the high level of 
liquidity and the need for long- 
term investments, especially by 
insurance companies, Cruz said 
the tenders should have been 
much higher. 

He said the reason why bids 
failed to meet the expected amount 
was probably due to the confusion 
created by the governments Debt 
Consolidation Program. 

Some investors could have 
misinterpreted that the govern- 
ment would offer additional debt 
instruments under the program, 

‘Cruz clarified that the main fea- 
ture of the program would be the 
swap of existing government secu- 
rities held by investors with fresh 
issues of 3-, 5-, and 7-year bonds. 
‘The swap is scheduled on Feb. 10 
for the 3-year bonds, and Feb. 24 
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for the 5- and 7-year bonds. The 
swap will stretch the average ma- 
turity of the government's domes- 
ticdebt by at least a year. 

Since some investors might 
have thought that the government. 
intended to undertake new debt 
offerings, they were limiting their. 
bids for other instruments, such as 
the 25-year bonds auctioned уез- 
terday, to be able to participate in 
the Feb. 10 and 24 auctions. 

‘The Debt Consolidation Pro- 
gram is mainly a swap and does 
not necessarily mean the govem- 
ment would offer additional debts. 

"The govemment will only offer 
additional debt instruments if the 
swap fails to generate the minimum 
volume expected by the Treasury 

"The Treasury has set a minimum 
‘of P30 billion worth of existing gov- 
emment securities to be exchanged 
for 3-year bonds, a minimum of P25 
billion for the S-year, and P20 bil- 
lion for the 7-year paper. 

Cruz said the government 
would only offer additional debt 
paper ifthe actual volume of swap 
transactions failed to meet the 
minimum amounts set. For in. 
stance, if only P25 billion worth of 
existing securities were exchanged 
for the 3-year bonds, then the Trea- 
sury would auction PS billion in 
additional debts to meet the P30- 
billion minimum requirement. 
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Capital raised through IPOs hit P55.5B in 


Palace OKs 
P800-M Clark 
terminal 
expansion 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE— 
President Macapagal-Arroyo approved 
the P600-million expansion of the Dios- 
dado Macapagal International Airports 
passenger terminal. 

Clark Development Corp. president 
Antonio Ng said Ms Arroyo, in the Na- 
tional Economic and Development Au- 
thority board meeting in Malacafiang on 
Jan. 17, also agreed to the proposal of 
the Department of Transportation and 
Communication to source the project’s 
funding requirement fram the Manila 
International Airport Authority (Miaa). 

Ng said the terminal's expansion, to 
be carried out in two years, is aimed to 
increase the capacity of the DMIA to 
serve 1.5 million passengers. 

Ms Arroyo gave her nod after officials 
of the state-owned CDC and Clark Inter- 
national Airport Corp. presented up- 
dates on the status of international 
flights to and from the DMIA, which 
used to be the biggest American military 
airport in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Ng said flights, made by low-cost air- 
lines, now cover seven major destina- 
tions in Asia. 

From Clark, Tiger Airways flies to Sin- 
gapore and Macau. Air Asia serves the 
Kota Kinabalu-Kuala Lumpur and 
Bangkok routes. 

South Korea's Asiana Airlines, Tai- 
wan's Far East Transport Airlines Corp. 
and Hong Kong's China Rich and HK Ex- 
press operate from Clark. 

CDC and CIAC officials projected the 
flights to increase from 39 to 70 weekly. 

Chinese Ambassador Li Jinjun earlier 
committed to encourage budget airlines 
based in China to fly to Clark. 

A Kuwaiti group also proposed to devel- 
opa new international passenger terminal 
through a build-operate-transfer scheme. 

Ng said Ms Arroyo also ordered the 
DOTC to draft an executive order mak- 
ing the DMIA as a development route for 
the governments liberalized air policy 

"The EO, Ng said, sought to grant “more 
„ flexibility" to foreign airlines in terms of 
securing permits to operate at the DMIA. 

He said this would avoid instances when 
flights had to be grounded, as inthe recent 
сазе of a Tiger Airways flight from Clark to 
Macau when its temporary license lapsed. 
Tewas given a 20-day permit to fly to Clark. 

Under the liberalized policy covering 
DMIA, the government waived the $300 
customs immigration quarantine fee and 
exempted air carriers from payment of 
travel tax. 

“уйе want these requirements simplified 
for our air carriers so the operations at the 
airport would not be affected,” Ng said. 

Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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Biggest since the '97 Asian financial crisis, says PSE chief 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


FRESH CAPITAL RAISED THROUGH 
initial public offerings grew 25-fold 
to P55.5 billion last year, from P2.1 


billion in 2004. 

‘This was the biggest recorded total 
IPO size at the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change since the Asian financial crisis 
in 1997, the exchange said in a state- 
ment yesterday. 

Of the P55 billion worth of capital 
raised, P33.6 billion went to the cof- 
fers of Ayala-led utility firm Manila 
Water Co. Inc, and SM Investment 
Corp. of mall tycoon Henry Sy, which 
held their IPOs last year. 

‘The remaining P21.9 billion was 
raised by several firms that listed addi- 


provide Filipinos with a basic need, ant! 1 
am referring to employment.” 

"But the PSE can sustain the flow of 
fresh capital only if the country mai 
tains a stable political and economic 
foundation," Lim said. i 

"Having said that, we can only hope. 
that we, as a people, will continue to 
maintain our sobriety even as our politi 
cal leaders debate over political issues," 
Lim added. 

PSE data showed that proceeds from 
offerings hit P60.8 billion in 1995, but 
shrank to P48 billion in the following year 
and to P32.4 billion in 1997. After the 
1997 financial meltdown, proceeds from 
offerings managed to jump over the P40- 
billion hurdle only twice—in 1999 (P40 


Lu 


tional shares to replenish their capital 
Last year also saw the value of eq- 
ойу from offerings exceeding P50 bil- 
lion for the first time since 1997. 
“Practically all stock market indica- 
tors confirmed that we enjoyed a ban- 
mer year in 2005," Lim stressed. 
“Some PSE indicators showed their 
best levels in at least five years, while oth- 
ers were at their all-ime-high marks.” 
For instance, total market capital- 
ization in 2005 peaked at PS.9 tril 
lion, higher by 25 percent than the 


BOURSE expects more offerings this year. 


previous high of P4.7 trillion which was 
recorded in 2004. 

Trading value amounted to P383.5 
billion, 85.6 percent larger than the 
P206 billion recorded in 2004. Trading 
value in 2005 was also the biggest since 
hitting P781 billion in 1999. 

Foreign transactions, which accounted 
for more than half of the trades, amount- 
ed to P392.7 billion or 76.2 percent more 
than the P222.8 billion in 2004. 


Inflation seen to remain stable 


MUMBAI—THERE IS LITTLE SIGN OF ANY 
inflationary pressures building in the Philip- 
pine economy on account of higher oil prices 
ог rising demand, the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas said here on Monday. 

Monetary policy therefore was appropri- 
ate, but the central bank remained vigilant 
and would actif rising fuel prices caused price. 
pressures to build, Diwa Guinigundo, deputy 
governor of the BSP said. 

Guinigundo said the BSP had based its 
forecasts for 2006 on an assumption that the 
price ofthe oil the country was buying would 
average at about $55 a barrel in 2006. US 
crude futures rose above $69 a barrel to their 
highest since September on Monday. 

"Even if Brent prices went up to such levels, 
as long as the Dubai price of oil averages 
about $55, then we are safe about our as- 
sumptions,” Guinigundo said, speaking on 
the sidelines of an International Monetary 
Fund conference in Mumbai. 

‘The central bank would have to review poli- 


cy settings only if higher fuel prices led to in 
creases in wages, changed inflationary expec- 
tations or caused core inflation to rise, he said. 

 Guinigundo said a planned rise in the sales 
tax to 12 percent from 10 in February could 
cause an upward blip in inflation levels, but 
that would be short-lived, 

‘The BSP raised rates three times in 2005 by 
a total of 75 basis points. Its overnight bor- 
rowing rate is 7.50 percent and its lending 
rate is 9.75 percent, the highest in four years. 

1с expects inflation of 7.5 to 8.2 percent in 
2006. 

"Under inflation-targeting, we are not 
bound to respond to the foreign exchange 
swings, but to the extent that there are poten- 
tial inflationary implications then we will 
consider a review of the monetary policy set- 
tings," he said. 

“Or if there is a buildup in demand pres- 
sure, particularly shown in any run-up in core 
inflation, Well, so far we have not seen that,” 
Guinigundo said. Reuters 


Business upbeat on economy 


PRESIDENTIAL CONSULTANT FOR EN- 
trepreneurship Jose Ma. Concepcion Ill is up- 
beat on the economy this year in view of the 
peso's strengthening. 

Citing the strong influx of overseas Filipino 
workers dollar remittances, increased 
tourism and foreign investments as the main 
drivers of the peso's surge in 2005, Concep- 
cion urged entrepreneurs and businessmen to 
"believe that the Philippines can make it" and. 
to leave politics to the politicians. 

He also urged businessmen during the first 


Dutch bank eyes RP as BPO hub 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


DUTCH FINANCIAL GIANT ING BANKIS con- 
sidering the Philippines, with its huge pool of 
skilled and English-speaking workforce, as a 
business process outsourcing hub for its glob- 
al operations. 

ING Bank general manager for the Philip. 
pines Manuel Salak said the local unit had 
submitted а proposal to the group's head- 
quarters in Netherlands to transfer some of its. 
business functions to the Philippines 

"We actually presented to ING the 
prospects of а BPO platform here in the 
Philippines because the Philippines has be- 
come a preferred BPO center along with In- 
dia," Salak said in a recent press briefing. 

“ING is considering that (our proposal) 
along with other alternatives. Hopefully, well 
make some progress there," he said. 

He said former Finance Secretary Cesar 
Purisima, prior to his resignation, accompa- 
nied the delegation organized by ING Philip- 
pines to Europe along with other multination- 
а] companies with successful BPO centers in 
the country such as Phillips and Shell. 

“We gave a broad overview of what the 


Philippines can offer,” Salak said, noting that 
telecommunications giant Globe Telecommu- 
nication backed up the presentation. 

"It was a first-pass exchange of ideas of 
what could be possible. The next step is to see 
the details,” Salak said. 

‘The Philippines has become an attractive 
BPO hub for big financial conglomerates such 
as Citibank, HSBC, JP Morgan, AIG and 
Deutsche Bank. 

Visiting executive Eric Boyer de la Giroday, 
а member of ING Group's executive board 
and global head for wholesale banking, said: 
“The development of outsourcing for ING is 
certainly a reality, in terms of the large орега- 
tions that we have." 

“Jf you talk about the US, for instance, we 
have a very large insurance operations there. We 
have there 10,000 people,” De la Giroday said. 

ING BPO operations outside its home 
country were marginal at this stage, he noted, 
and were concentrated in central Europe. 

Unlike other global financial institutions 
with more extensive BPO operations, De la 
Giroday noted that ING was restricted by the 
fact that English was not the primary lan- 
guage in its home country. 


Ecozone exports up 6.% in '05 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC ZONES LAST 
year posted a 6.3-percent increase in exports 
to $32.9 billion from $30.9 billion in 2004, 

The Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
said comparative export revenues from the 
four government-owned ecozones jumped 
17.4 percent to $8.1 billion last year form. 
$6.9 billion in 2004. 

Baguio City Economic Zone shipped out $3 
billion worth of products; Cavite Economic 
Zone, $2.95 billion; Mactan Economic Zone, 
$1.8 billion; and Bataan Economic Zone, 
$355.4 million. 

‘Of the public ecozones, Cavite performed best 
with a growth rate 48 percent from $2.03 billion, 
followed by Bataan's 25 percent growth. 


‘The 49 private or special economic zones 
shipped out about $24.4 billion worth of prod- 
ucts, up by 2.4 percent from $23.8 billion. 

‘The top five SEZ exporters in 2005 were 
Gateway Business Park with $5.79 billion; La- 
guna Technopark Inc. with $5.63 billion; 
Amkor Technology SEZ, $1.88 billion 
Carmelray Industrial Park, $1.48 billion, and 
Carmelray Industrial Park Il $1.22 billion, 

‘Among the five, Carmelray Industrial Park 
1I posted the biggest growth at 47.6 percent 
from $824.4 million in 2004, while top SEZ 
exporter Gateway Business Park reported а 
growth rate of 16.8 percent. 

Carmelray Industrial Park 1 posted an in- 
"crease of 39.6 percent but Laguna Technopark 
and Amkor reported а decrease of 24.9 percent 
and 12.3 percent, respectively. 


general membership meeting of the Filipino- 
Indian Chamber of Commerce held recently 
to focus instead on maintaining the momen- 
tum built last year. 

Despite the improvements, Concepcion. 
still sees a long road ahead. After expressing 
disappointment over the prevailing crab 
mentality and pessimism in the country, Con- 
серсіоп said: "We need more Filipinos to 
serve as inspirations... and spread the spirit 
“of optimism for this country to move for- 
ward." 


Kung Hei Fat Choi. 


Lim also noted that, for the first time 
since 2001, daily turnover exceeded P1 
billion and averaged P1.6 billion, or 
twice the P800 million in 2004. 

“чз safe to assume that proceeds from 
last year's initial and additional offerings 
are now funding new projects of the issu- 
ing companies and are creating new jobs 
for a lot of Filipinos,” Lim noted. “That 
‘means that, in our own small way, we are 
helping the country mobilize resources to 


billion) and 2002 (P40.6 billion) 

1n 1996, or the year before the region- 
al capital market meltdown, IPOs raised 
P27 billion in equity. In 1997, she figure 
dropped to P10.1 billion and to P1 bil- 
lion in 1998. It remained low up to 2001 
and in 2002, ІРО proceeds recovered 
and hit P4 billion, only to drop anew to 
just P200 million the following year, 

"This year, the PSE said it was looking 
forward to the IPO of power generation 
company First Gen Corp., which aims to 
raise P17-19 billion from the offering of 
new and secondary shares next month. 
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Tiana Sher 4000 


Program benefits: 

© 12-month or 20,000-klometer warranty 
© comprehensive 100-point technical check 
© certified vehicle history 

о flexible ownership packages 
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ERITAGE PARK 
FORT BONIFACIO 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 
Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets *Calered Meals 
«Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse *Obifuary Ads 


845-2440 • 845-2334 to 38 


‘Peacefilly joined her Creator on Sunday 22 January 2006 at the age of 74 
She is survived by: 
Her loving husband 
Son & daughter-in-law 


LILIA CLIMACO CASALS b 


3 Dr. Leon Y. Casals 

Dr. Leon “Jun” C. Casals, Jr. & Dr. Mary 

Monalee “Monette” Ceniza Casals 

Lee Joseph & Luke Raymond Casals 

Julio (1) & Ellen 

Agustin (f) & Charito 

Carlos & Lydia 

Rodolfo & Nelda 

Jose Jr. "Boy" & Blanquita 

‘Consuelo “Inday” & John Kingsley 

Nephews, nieces, relatives and friends request the pious reader to pray for the ternal repose of her soul 
Her remains lie in state at the Presidential Chapel, Cosmopolitan Funeral Homes, Nivel Hills, Lahug. 
Cebu City Interment will be on Thursday, 26 January 2006 at the Cebu Memorial Park, Banilad, Ceba 
City after the 8:30 алп. funeral mass at the Redemptorist Church. 


Grandchildren 
Brothers, sister & in-laws 


In tieu of lowers, a donation to any of her favorite charities will be greatly appreciated: ICM. Chari 
Ginie, Mother Teresa of Pasi and Regiom! Blood Coordinating Coun ВСС 
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In Loving Memory of 


EDITHA MONASTERIO PULIDO 


On The 18th Annivesary of Her Birth To Eternal Life 
(6 June 1934 - 25 January 1988) 


present 
with the 
Lord." 


— 2 Corinthians 5:8 


The EDITHA MONASTERIO PULIDO MEMORIAL 
FOUNDATION, INC. and her family request the pious reader to 
pray for her eternal repose. 
"Lam the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me 
will live, even if he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me 
will never die.” 


, 


JOHN 11:25-26 


Also Brought 
to you by: 


Makati Shangr-ta Hotel 
6:00 am to 5:30 bm 


LEARNING INVESTMENT PER SEAT: P4, 449+VAT 


Start эши uø the Team Sunt RIGHT. Bring yur entre sales and market team 


Reserve your seats NOW! 
ae Tel.: 404-2783, 523-1718, 526-1909 
Look tor ду 


Š Cell No.: 0917-327-7271 
Email: GetSuccessNow@HirryPound.com 
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DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon. 

Day belore publication 


AYL 


“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me... 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and 
I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

Psalm 23:4 & 6 


Our Qearly Beloved 


DR. OSCAR “OCA” 


now rests in the infinite warmth and embrace of our Lord. 
He joined our Creator on the 22nd of January, 2006, 
at the age of 59. 


His loving wife, DR. LOLITA PADILLA; children, 
SHEILA, SUZETTE, SHARON & BAIT REYES, 
MYLENE and CARLO; sisters, CORA and GLORIA; 
brothers, ARTHUR and ISMAEL and all his relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal 
repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, 
Araneta Ave., Quezon City. 


Interment will be announced later. 


Foe 


M) M 

TEE 

Y on the 25h Death Anniversary of Y 
Mai 


riano B. Peñaflorida 


who passed away on 26 January 1981 


Masses will be offered Thursday, 


Mayor Boy & Dra. Bebeth Rosales: togcther with his adoring м ра та 


grandchildren. relatives and friends, thank the Lord for his life, and pray 
for the eternal rest of his soul. Sonctuario de San Antonio 
Forbes Park 
Sanctuario de San Jose. 
Степь 
St. Alphonsus Mary de Liguori 
Magallanes 
Our Lady of Beautiful Love 
Merville 


| Parish of the Holy Sacrifice. 
uP. 


12:15 noon 
His mortal remains йе in «ше at the family residence at Gen. Luna. 
St, Sebang. Lipa City 
‘The Mass of the Resurrection will be held atthe San Sebastian 
Cathedral, Lipa City, on Sunday, January 29, 2006 at 12:00 noon. 


Inermcni follows at the Lipa Floral Garden. 


TAS am, 


600 pam. 


| 


600 pm. | 
Please omit омет. The family will sincerely appreciate donations 1o his 
SÉ name ю St. Francis de Sales Theological Seminary, Marawey, Lipa Cie 


PEMA 
dini 


600p. 
TERE St. Joseph's Church ... 
Poiran, oilo 
St Clement's Chorch. 
da Paz llo 


30 am. 


530 pam, 


We design obituaries for free. ШЕЕ 


GATHERING OF 
BIGWIGS IN BUSINESS 


Philippines, Inc. held its Christmas. 
and New Year's Lunch last Jan. 6 at 
Cravings Restaurant, Frasers Place. 
Serviced Residences in Makati City. 
In photo (standing from left) are 
George T. Yang, president and 
chairman, Golden Arches 
Development Corp.; Fausto R. 
Preysler, Jr., president and chairman 
of the board, Smith Bell Group; 
Antonio A. Lopa, chairman and 
president, Mantraco, Inc.; Melesa О. 
Chua, president and CEO, 
Quadrillion Group of Companies; 
‘Amb. Donald б. Dee, presi 

Yarn Ventures; Sergio R. Ortiz-Luis, 
Jr, chairman, Export and Industry 
Bank; Fernando P. Jacinto, Jr 
executive vice president, F. Jacinto 
Group, Inc. Jose Manuel G. Romuladez, chairman and CEO, FCB Worldwide, пе; Amb. Jose V. Romero, director, Rolls- 
Royce International Ltd.; Cezar T. Quiambao, president and CEO, Stradcom Corporation; Samie Lim, vice chairman & 
СОО, Automatic Center; and William Gatchalian, chairman & president, Wellex Group, Inc. Seated (from left) are Ceferino 
L Benedicto, Sr., president and CEO, Benedicto Steel Corp.; Amb. Jose Е.В. Antonio, chairman and CEO, Century 
Properties Group: Amb. Felimon R. Cuevas, chairman and president, Amalgamated Motors Phils, Inc. Jesus М. Pineda, 
president and CEO, Ugong Trade Holdings, Inc; Miguel B. Varela, president, Transunion Corp.: Annie C. Tan-Yee, 
president, Celestra Motors; Erlinda D. Callaghan, CEO, Second Opinion Phils. Inc and Oscar C. De Venecia, chalrman 
End president, Basic Consolidated Inc. Philippines, Inc. is comprised of representatives from different business 
organizations in the Philippines which include the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCI), Employers 
Confederation of the Philippines (ECOP), Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Inc. 
(РЕСССИ), Philippine Exporters Confederation, Inc. (Philexport), Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines, Philippine 
Lighting Association, Manila Overseas Press Club, and the Philippine Retallers Association (PRA). 
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My warmest greetings to the Philippine Marketing 
Association (РМА) as you hold your S2nd Anniversary 
Commemoration and induction of New Officers, 

Your theme, "Move Up World Class,” manifes your 
steadfast commitment o strengthen Philippine econo- 
ту. By aiming to respond to the continuous require- 
ments of industries for strong branding, you help make 
Filipino industries more competitive in ће world mar- 
ket by enabling them to take advantage of our world- 
class manpower. 

itis my hope that you will continue to do your share in generating employ- 
ment opportunities for our people. 

Let us work hand-in-hand to create a conducive business environment for 
local and foreign investors. For your part, we have set in place our revenue 
generating and fiscal reform programs. Together, we can truly bolster our 
Economy that is now ready for take off. 


T wish уон all the best in your future endeavors. 


сенен 
Président. 
Pepa ofthe Philippines 


Today marks the end of the 51st year of the Philippine. 
Marketing Association and the year of Marketing Con- 
vergence. 1 would like to personally relay iny sincerest 
thanks and appreciation for all the hard work that the 
2005 Board has given to the association to make every 
event a landmark success. This same appreciation goes 
to the membership of the association who gave their 
overwhelming suppor last year, by jam packing mem- 
bership meetings, filing in education seminar and con- 
ference seats, and contributing to the many events and 
activities of our association. 

As the dawn follows every sunset, I congratulate and extend my best wishes. 
to the incoming 2006 Board of Officers and Directors. With the theme of 
"Move Up to World-Class", may you bring our association to new heights, and 
highlight to everyone in the world that the Filipino indeed are world-class. 

Congratulayions and Mabuhay! 


Au^ 
DONALD PATRICK L LIM 
(Outgoing President) 


“The world has shrunk, but the battlefield has become 
globalt 

Satellites, computers, wireless communications, digi 
tal technology have compressed geography so that virtu- 
aliy anybody, anywhere can only be a fingertip away ona 
cellphone. 

JG because even the latest technology can now be 
accessible anywhere, it has revolutionized business pro- 
cesses and lifestyles all over the world in a way we used 
to imagine only in science fiction movies. 

Asa result, we are confronted by an even more com: 
petitive global business environment where only ће finest, the most prepared 
and skilful ean expect to survive. 

More than ever, the law of the business jungle prevails - “Matira ang Mat 
bay” 

“Tat is why the incoming directors of the association for 2006 chose for its 
theme "Move up to World-Class. Kaya Natin.” 

‘As the county braces for the onslaught of powerful global companies with 
heavy logistical resources, local businesses can survive only when it measures 
up to the stringent standards of international marketing! There is no other 
way. 

Y Worid-class" defines а clear performance standard which will enable local 
marketers to level the playing field with the global players. It is an exacting, 
demanding, and strict criterion. 

The association is determined to inculcate this mindset among its member- 
ship and the marketing practitioners in general, through programs throughout 
the year that will inspire, stimulate, and nourish a world-class attitude and 
way of doing marketing! 

“The question is - "Can Philippine marketing companies measure up to 
world-class standards? 

For anybody who asks that question, the answer, proudly is “OF course! We 
have Jolibee, PLDT and Smart, Globe Telecoms, Ayala Corporation, San 
Miguel Corporation, URC Corporation, just to name afew” 

‘The challenge is to make that world-class standard the norm for the coun- 
пуз marketing companies. And the Philippine Marketing Association can be п 
major coniributor to that effort 

‘As the said companies have shown the world, KAYA NATINI 

Ary 
1KS Chaanctis 

Incoming President 
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Gerardo 2. лда, Jr. | 


GERARDO “GERRY” CEO". In the Telecom Asia 
Ablaza, Jr, president and chief Awards held in Singapore in 
executive officer of Globe Tele- June 2004. 
com, represents the model Тһезе awards reflets the 
бола їазо" Filipino executive high esteem Gerry Ablaza enjoys 
who has eamed international internationally with his brilliant, 
Stature and respect for manage- stewardship of Globe Telecom 
ment expertise and marketing which he transformed from a 
creativity. inor player in 1998 when he 
Conferred the “Asia Business assumed the reins of the compa- 
Leader of the Year” and “CEO's пу, to a premier, profitable, cut- 
Choice Award”, in May 2004 іп ting-edge company today 
Shanghai, China, he is the first Gerry has demonstrated to ВИЙ S 
Filipino CEO to win either the international business com- "m x 
awards, and the very first Азап munity that a Filipino can excel 2006 BOARD of Officers and Directors signing Code of Ethics 
‘CEO to win both awards. In the ееп in the most competitive in- 


high) lecommiu- dustry, the fa ей telecom: jl rT " пп " " 
Ману competitive metum unione buses which de неин Advisory: The Philippine Marketing Association 
OY alfitiated with the Philippine Marketing Excellence 


supreme distinction of being mands the utmost in creativity Bi 
named "Best Asian Telecom and innovation. Ва 


The way 
to a customer's heart: 
Chowking's ‘Braveheart 
Marketing 


BEHIND EVERY SUCCESSFUL. COMPANY IS A 
great marketing story wating to be told, 

neering е gulckservice (QSR) Oriental 
restaurant concept, Chowkng offered steaming hot 
and delicious Chinese food served fast food-style by 
Samling and fendi crew з scores donned right 
aad yi colors usually associated with Ameri- 
tan diners. 

Looking at how i has grown over the years, the 
howling story is nothing shor of phenomenal. n 
Suse fve Years, Chowking more than trj 
Wahlen? 2 billion n 00 from P1 bil 
end 1959 when the company joined the J 
Group of Companies. 

г to Jollibee, Chowking now lends fast food 
esabishments inthe sore count with 323 Philip- 
pine stores as a result of ts financial viabiliy in key The 
Pies and sites nationwide. It has also started its ag: 
rosie giobal foray by recently sting Up thee 


Штатта greatest award 
Outofthe Chinese box is the one that comes 


rhe neh nd women wh бете band made 
suc ionic js vaya nep ead They : 

Af Got study te ти Chinese scis Бе f delighted 
Ale бо cons log, wich toned п E om our delignte 
Ai esr ciao de sest Т dos Ше 


Gori eni some “ntl tink customers. 


took ong bard ook at its products and de- 
signed a produ pipeline tha wl continually keep 
edes corn badk fot more, for all parts of 
i day rene ше, merienda midday таб, 
dinner, and late dinner. Chowking relied heavily on 
dhevecommendators o two chines chefs who 
агг an ou [дейди food concep. The brand 
teas created a New Produc Board a group headed 
by the CEO himself in charge of creating new and 
Dal offerings and as needed, reengineering f 

ig adveisements were also designed 
and exec out of the ordinary: instead of relying 
Ad tay олдин, Choking focused esp 
fan biggest stat: s таш жепп Chinese 
(a Spec amens, not normali шей by is 
competitors, were used during TV commercial pro- 
орао diferentiate the ok el of Chowk 
ing meri Win the images shawn în very Sow 
рне can almost aell and a he seas 
Stg ou afa bewi afnoodles. The mage strong 
троа йе eye and whet the ape 
Ша viewer who wil most likely oop го Ш 
Destesi Chowking sore 

Cong as usd nonaraditional advertising 
led hao outdoor dst ipe produ 
Ada at pis purchase Tr even deed conven 
deren рш ир tons an апае im place 
Miner thee шей to be none-at ihe rot o it 
ЖООШ big boarde. Ara res (е sales of Chow 
or have been hitting targes consistently 

тии aiso inves sd Ri store merchandi 
ing and eves tapped ane of he wor best men 
Bd designers o make the Chowking menu boar 
Те тиеу paid alf as customer vists and spend 
ше dies displayed in the menu boards 

‘A latest innovation is the introduction of th 
open Kichen in Chowking sores. The пота 
айыт concep Nar adopd то sho 
бома comer ow the food hey ordered a 
ола cooked right nthe sore and ate 
Em chowking sore adheres to se sandards 

Consistent with ies thrust of providing only й 
койша of wei quali Chowking inven 
Rey i th automation of s production fci 
Rech Teton even won accolades suchas 
Мон Cusanding Meat Processing Pant in и 
Nana Capital Reon for 005 and a umber 
Plans excell in sanitation fom the С 
Goverment of Muntinlupa. To ensure distribui 
depots de чие еу located in the thee iin 
Pon. 

ойе instore marketing innovation is pipe 
Ime programming. Bery sore i tuned n 
Chawin Radio dat egli plays produe pi 
Gr wat ош ora new produc abaut to 
Tred Chowking Radio helped boo е сот, 
Panan Vat atores and пае their propest Thank you very much for your trust and patronage. 
buy. 2 

Wile every groundbreaking idea spawned Chowking: 2005 Agora Awardee Marketing Company of the Ye 


rash of imitations, Chowking believes it is only 
moving fast and moving forward could it rem 
ahead of the game. 

"These are market fundamentals that allowed 
to compete їп ап environment that gets toughe: 
we go," Dela Rosa says. And as "Marketing Com 
ny of the Year" in the 2005 Agora Awards, "We 
lieve that with sheer dedication, hard work 
some luck, we can compete head-on with gl 
brands in foreign markets as well.” 
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Ford launches Focus 1.61 Trend M/T 


AFTER THE SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF THE 
Focus 1.8L Ghia and 2.0L Sport, Ford Group 
Philippines introduces the Focus 1.61 Trend. 
Из manual transmission engine allows drivers 
а бп and exciting drive while enjoying its 
handling, premium feel and safety features. 
‘True to form, this variant retains the key at- 
tributes the Focus is well-known for: best in 
European styling, finest German engineering 
and superior driving dynamics. 

“Focus symbolizes our aggressive pace of 
product development and the introduction of 
1.6L Trend signifies our commitment to meet 
the different lifestyle needs of the Filipino con- 
sumers”, shares Luie Dy Buncio, vice president 
for sales and marketing, Ford Group Philip- 
pines. 


Topnotch drivability 

Driving quality has been a Focus trademark 
from the beginning. The Focus 1.61 Trend's Du- 
ratec engine is designed to be very efficient and 
maintains its fun-to-drive dynamic character 


Blade Multilink Independent Rear Suspension 
provides excellent handling and ride quality 
and reduces noise, vibration, and harshness 
(чун). 

‘Class-leading dimensions including wheel- 
‘base and track width give the Focus a sure-foot- 
ed stance and an improved interior package. 
Drivers will appreciate the levels of comfort that 
have been achieved in this car without sacrific- 
ing its signature agility, stability and precise re- 
action to steering inputs. The new chassis has 
been engineered to provide high levels of vibra- 
tion isolation and stable confidence-enhancing 
body control, making it reassuringly comfort- 
able even on coarse roads. Passengers will also 
experience a comfortable ride as there is more 
knee room. 

A premium has been placed on ensuring that 
the interior of the Ford Focus offers unrivalled 
comfort and convenience that means effective 
air conditioning, high quality seating and рге- 
mium trim detailing. The rear A/C vents are de- 
signed whereby the air conditioning is routed to 


the previous Focus has been main- 
tained while shoulder room has 
improved. Directly in front of the 
driver, the instrument panel is set 
for optimized visibility. Thanks to 
the intuitive ergonomic design, ай 
controls and switches fall close to 
hand and are exactly where the 
driver would expect to find them. 
This provides a more comfortable 
and safer driving environment. 
‘The interior color and trim features 
Medium Light Stone which gives 
the Focus 1.6L Trend interior а 
warm and airy feel. 

Other features include large, 12- 
liter glove compartment inside 
which is a plug for connecting new 


technologies such as MP3 players 
to the 4-speaker, single CD in-dash 
audio system. Customers can 
choose from any of the five colors 
available: Platinum, Jeans Blue, 
Magnetic Silver, Deep Rosso Red 
and Diamond White. 

The Ford Focus 1.6L Trend М/Т 
is manufactured at Ford's world- 
class Sta. Rosa plant. It is definitely 
ап outstanding car offering cus- 
tomers a very attractive value 
proposition given йз price at 
P788,000. For a test drive, visit any 
of the Ford dealerships in Metro 
Manila: Alabang, Balintawak, 
Commonwealth, Edsa Greenhills, 
Libis, Ford Global City Manila, 


Quezon Avenue and Shaw Boulevard. In the 
provinces, Ford can be found in Bacolod, Ca- 
banatuan, Cagayan de Oro, Cavite, Cebu, Dagu- 
pan, Davao, Iloilo, Pampanga and San Pablo. 

For more information, call the Ford Focus 
hotline at 887-FORD or 889-FORD. 


The right Filipino Timpla 


IN THE FILIPINO DIALECT, TIMPLA 


two-fold reason-primarily, to provide 
diners with a more affordable menu yet 
still reflecting the same attention to detail 
as their other outlets; secondarily, to ele- 
vate the Philippine cuisine just a notch 
yet still retain the same comfort food lev- 
‘ei that is familiar to everyone.” 

‘To do that, Carlo turned once again to 
his chefpart- 
nercum-wife 
Patria, who 
wes deo the 
culinary thespi- 
an behind Kuli- 
narya and Cas- 
cada’s success. 
Timpla's menu 
rios а N 
smighíor. = 
шев ar TIMPLAS side dishes 
belies the effort 
that Patricia put into it. 

‘While still relying on the Filipino fla- 
vors that everyone knows, the prepara- 
tion and presentation of each dish defi- 
itely surpasses those memories of lola's 
cooking. The Sisig Spring Rolls may 
evoke memories of the Pampangueno fa- 
vorite but the dish deconstructs and re- 
construcs this into an all new rendering 
with the sisig wrapped in lumpia and 
served with a tangy citrus-soy dressing 
and spicy chili ol. What about the artisti- 
cally laid out Lumpiang Ubod with 
Japanese crabstick served with a garlic- 
soy reduction or the crunchy Boneless 


while being dependable and delivering low lev- 
els of maintenance and extremely long service 
life. The MacPherson Strut Independent Front 
Suspension has been refined to ensure а bal- 
ance between ride comfort and road holding. 
The “A” arm mounting points and bushes have 
been refined to ensure controlled movement 
and limit deflections. This ensures that wheel 
contact with the road is optimized. The Control 


Crispy Pata Roulade served with three 
saucesan onion-garlic soy vinaigrette, 
hoisinJechon sauce and sweet chili 
sauce? 

Carlo reiterates that all the dishes are 
based on what he himself would eat ev- 
exyday and yet would be very difficult to 
prepare at home. Hence, the concept of 

Timpla, which brings all 
the familiar flavors in 
‘one place for everyone 
to enjoy In fact, Timpla's 
first outlet in Paseo Cen- 
ter has been so popular 
with the Makati crowd 
that a second outlet was 
merited at The Loop in 
ABS-CBN. 

For comfort food that 
goes beyond everyday 
meals, Timpla is one 

restaurant that should not be over- 
looked. Proving the old adage that Fil- 
ipino food can certainly be dished out ev- 
eryday and not be too much, Timpla's 
menu cannot be appreciated in just one 
sitting but should be, like all memorable 
meals, seek to be remembered again and 
again. Timpla has certainly captured the 
visceral flavors of Pinoy cuisine that has 
the right timpla init for every Filipino 

Timpla is at the 2nd floor Paseo Cen- 
ter Paseo de Roxas, Makati City (812- 
5395) and at the ground floor of the 
ELICC Building, The Loop, Mother Igna- 
ба Street, Quezon City (411-2634), 


the rear seats, giving passengers full control of. 
their comfort. 

The instrument panel is fully integrated with 
the center console in an inverted L-shape to pro- 
vide a cockpit fee! for the driver. The low, sporty 
seating position and 35/65 glass-to-metal ratio 
contributes to this feeling. Although you feel 
snug and secure, there is a significant improve- 
ment in roominess. The generous headroom of 


connotes the Filipino's penchant for 
correcting the flavors in a dish to just 
the right level that will satisfy every- 
one's palate. The prodigious cook will 
not be satisfied until he gets the ap- 
proximate mix of flavors and textures 
into it. In the context of Philippine cui- 
sine, that encompasses the spectrum 
of flavors to include just the right alat 
(saltiness), asim (sourness), pait (bit- 
temess), tamis (sweemess) and even 
anghang (spiciness). The textural 
symmetry of dishes can include the 
crunchiness of food as found in a just 
deep-fried crispy pata or the succulent 
freshness of steamed prawns. 

Indeed, the various cuisine of the 
Philippines presents a stimulating canvas 
waiting to be tasted. They certainly have 
had а hand in Patricia Mesina's decision 
to focus on new Pinoy cuisine as the 
bedrock for her latest restaurant venture 
Timpla. 

The husband and wife tandem are no 
strangers to the restaurant scene, having 
been the behind crowd favorites 
Kulinarya and Cascada. They expound 
оп the decision to venture into a different 
culinary foray from the two previous 
ventres. “Kulinarya, when it started, 
had a European-inspired menu with an 
Asian twist. Cascada, on the other hand, 
маз the reverse with a more Asian in- 
spired menu with the European influ- 
ence. Timpla veers away from that for a 


Se 


Workshops launched оу HR "с. 


expert *Friendship 
START THE NEW YEAR with practical informa- — golf 


Чоп and techniques on human resource man- 
agement. Magnitude Human Resource Develop- tournament’ 
ment celebrates its 17th year in people develop- THE PAST PUPILS OF DON BOSCO Technical 
ment with an interesting line up of seminars and institute Makati Inc (PPDBTIMI) will be having а 
workshops. А two-day workshop on job evalua- “Friendship Golf Tournament" at Royale Tagay- 
Чоп and salary structure kicks off onJan.26 (ау Country Club on Saturday, Jan. 26. Tee off is 
and 27 at Discovery Suites, ADB Avenue, Orti- {гот 8 a.m. to 12 noon. Proceeds will go to the 
‘gas Center, Pasig. Participants will learn the Ob- scholarship program for deserving but less for- 
jectives of Job Evaluation, Job Evaluation and tunate students enrolled in the Don Bosco Man- 
Performance Appraisal, Conducting Job Analy- — power Skill Training Center (MSTC). Sponsors 
sis, Writing Job Descriptions, Conducting а include PLDT, Rapp Collins, Philippine Daily In- 
Salary Survey and Analyzing Survey Data, quirer, Bombo Radyo Philippines, Air Philip- 
‘among other topics. Rafael Perfecto, amem- pines, PCSO, Alfonso Hotel, Shimadzu Philip- 
ber of the Society of Fellows in Personnel Man- — pines, Optimum Media, Guaranteed Marketing, 
agement, will conduct the seminar and help НА Triple Excellence, Jopers, Planters Bank, НР 
practitioners apply effective, time-honored Print Trader Inc, American Express, Tower inn, 
techniques based on their specific company Gold's Gym, Club Morocco, Dockers, Zesto 
Philippines, AL Lapids Chicharon. For details, 


structure. Register now at 606-3370. In Febru- 
ary, watch out for “The Power of Motivation at са! Chito Avellana at 0917-8078905 or Myloh 


Work", your guide to developing a motivated 


Alpuerto at 0906-3084777. 


MESSAGE 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Intramuros, Manila 


1 convey my warmest felicitations to the 

fl Personne! Management Association of the 
Philippines (PMAP) on the occasion of it Induction 

\ of Officers for the Year 2006 during its General 
Monthly Meeting at the Dusit Hotel nikko, Makati 
City on January 25, 2006. 

This year's theme: TMAP @ 50: Partnering with 

Business for Nation Building,” is a well-timed event 

that proves the organization's commitment to making it at just 
а relevant organization but one of the government's dependable 
Social partners 

The government, particularly the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE), is grateful that PMAP is doing its share 
towards nation bullding: PMAP does not only develop people, it also 
creates a good working environment - a harmonious working place 
at that. 

I wish that PMAP would continue on finding more avenues and 
other opportunities that will contribute to the national 
development. For years, PMAP has shown its ardent commitment 

vf bringing out the best in our nation of competent people. 

$ As you come together in your first general meeting this year, 
"keep in mind the driving force behind this assembly: the need to 
fashion a bright future for our people, which is our shared 
responsiblity. Whatever you accomplish here wil certainly have 
‘an Impact not only to your organization but also to the more 
important business of winning our country's future 

‘Again, my congratulations to PMAP's new set of officers. | wish 
РМАР success and thank you sincerely for making me a part of 
this event. 

Mabuhay! 


a, Fi П 
PATRICIA A. STO. TOMAS 
Labor Secretary 


New beginnings in the new year bring 
challenges that encourage us to be driven, 
Innovative and focused. The assumption by the 
new Board of Directors of the Personnel 
Management Association of the Philippines 
(РМАР) of the mantle of leadership becomes more 
auspicious since PMAP observes its 50* founding 
anniversary this year. 

‘Championing people, as enterprises navigate 
the terrain of dynamic, globally-competitive and borderless 
‘business environment, characterized by Important changes and 
even more compelling challenges, glves greater significance to 
that secret to an enduring great company, revealed by Messrs. 
Collins and Porras: the ability to manage continuity and change. 
‘Every successful company must indeed learn to preserve Из core 
‘values and purposes but must be willing to effect the necessary 
‘changes in Its practices and strategies, 

i lam honored to serve the best and the most exulted human 
"resource management professionals in the country. With our 
‘collective desire to contribute to national development, we shall 
Surely attain our long-deserved goal of securing stability and 
prosperity for both Philippine business and the Filipino 
workingman. 

Mabuhay ang PMAP! 


А Personnel Management Association of the Philippines 
S Founded 1956 


PMAP @ 50: Partnering with Business for Nation Building 


Personnel Management in the Philippines Fifty years ago. 

‘On September 29, 1955 а group of more than 30 men and women engaged in the 
practice о personnel management and headed by the hen Personnel Manager ol Insular 
Lie. Perfect "Pec" Sison gathered logethor a he Pubic Administration Вой of the 
Universty of the Philippines Manda io organize what has today become one of the largest 
professional organzatins inthe court. the Personnel Management Association of 
{he Philippines. The charter members recall that “personnel management stared аз 
hhead-counting and records-keeping.” As eariy as the late 50's however, personnel 
managers, trough PMAP. look upon themselves lo respond othe more important needs 
of business and workers, by imporung experts from America to вал new concepts and 
Techniques in job evaluation and performance management 
Today, Human Resource Managers are Most Valuable Partners in Business 

'PMAP continues tha tradwon of йв fortaters in redefining the role of human 
resources management to become more srateg business partners. 

Personnel management has come a long wey to become а dioc source of leadership 
in driving organizational efectveness. In today s муу competitive and fast-changing 
Globelized environment, human resource management pracitioners have evolved by 
‘ecessiy and rough thes own itisives, о become Most Valuable Partners business. 
Mary HR executives now play koy leadership roles in their organizations. The competence 
(of Pilpino HR professionals has been recognized wih regional and global assgnments in 
multinational corporations. PMAP this year also chairs the Asia Pacific Federation of 
Human Resource Mar 


»agemeni. 
‘Courage atthe Crossroads: On йз Golden Year, PMAP Looks Outwards to Contribute 


2006 OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 


EX-OFFICIO 
MEMBERS 


to Philippine Society 

'PMAP isle a ng person. Many man and women who achieve material success. 
Inthe frst hal oftheir ves turn io a search for significance and coninbuion to society 
Inthe second һай of ther Ives. On PMAP's golden year, we celebre РМАР"з тошту 
"and courage in choosing to move from an inward orientation towards an outward 
‘Snertation anchored on serving Philippine society. PMAP has launched projects that 
Impact on national development (HR Agenda for Nation Вайт and Competency 
Requirements for tno Philippine Prosiden) 

‘Spectly now thal human resources have boon recognized as the mest important 
resource o the Phippines (some say the опу real asse PMAP needs о spaak up. 
‘more clearly on issues ihat impact on people and compattivo workplace management: 
TUTPMAP wil lead in supporting a labor code that wil improve employmant prospects 

© ош people and encourage entrepreneurial growth and productivity 
+ Weil arcuate ош sland and recommendations regarding the deployment of 

Ғарпо workers and prolessonals here and abroad 
+ Wewiliniste steps to bridge he widening gap between industry needs and talents 

produced by our academic insitutons, 

The 2006 Officers and Board of Drector: Creating More Value for PMAP, tho 
Profession and the Country trough: 

Gowrg the HR Community 

(Organizational Svongtnering and Capobity Suing 
Labor Code and other Advocacias 

Dedicated and Dynamic Leadership 


Me Ang Bsn 


‘Raven A. Sap 
uma cane Comey 


оз Come Рани Ait 
pcd 


Gerardo Pans FPM, IAN CI 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - —-————————=-———— 


CT CLASSIFIEDS .. 


Standard For Nunbor SFANFRLOS 
Revises oy 20.2008 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
“Te SILAY CITY GOVERNMENT rug ta is on Awards Commies (BAC). es contractors 
Todes wit ord coseledty hne Pipe Contactos Accrtaton Board (PCAB) o aper 
"iiy and оша lig, о id forthe hereunder сопак 
Мата ot Contact Land Govlopnent at 5 hectares Relocation Sta 
cst болоп Уу, by E Lopez. Slay GIy 
Brat Descipton Sio Prepeaton пай, dao, бони. survey works 
Approves вица ior ina 
Conas tac) hp 1445 000.00 
Contract Duration тда 
Prospective ders shoul possess avid PCAS crsesppleste о Ре contract have compta 
Setar contacte йш oa ши Sof ha ABC. and have ey personne and артан 
шой ти Eighty Formel ovali for prosecutor ol he contact The БАС wil usa nor- 
reson petet rane Eighty CrackScruenn as velas a Primary Enaminaton 
оба. The SAC ча conduct роз: qucaon oe тез clle b. 
A patas rave 1o ERR Siem ond бст. Bid Securty, Работала Secu 
A rg аео Eraulen i Ds. Post Quateilon and Award c Conci shal be 
eredi ne рап] roveons и ПА S18 ad ts Inplementng Rules nd Raguiaton ORR 

ede of BAC cia as ows: 

BAC Actives 
"Ress rom pospeches Bidders oats oat 
[Ln elon Арсал or Ey muy 25-Pbrary 2. 2008 
Teneo of Elgbary Forms Сашу 25 February 2 2008 
oll of ову egos Febery $10, 2008 
осп of Resus of Eighty Check зону УЗ. 2008 
Тале of Documenti LIB EE 
Presid Conroe. arch 242005 
Dregpngol Biss РЕС ЖЕТ 
‘Opening os | Apa3: 0s 20 P 
‘TheBAG ий sus о prospecivs Bases ERE Forms s багалы S 4 
Шрнеше. О, and upan б payment і апе relati amour cl ons ю те Sisy Сау 
GOVERNMENTS Castes Prospective itn sha sra Ego Requirements ote BAC ate 
балаа Trey тау эво cien то susci Ре Eoi Crech y Pe BAC и Те samo aces 
“Tha BAC йөз ddr Documents oniy o tdem cece bye BAC Io Бө eg for e rg 
Toon payment aia non taie ment Php 1.100 001o Pa SLAY CITY GOVERNMENTS Cashier 
The SILAY CITY GOVERNMENT assumes no sponsi fcompanste ncaa das or 
any болова ита in a preparation oi er bd. 

d 
(ооа) ATTY. ROONEY K. RUBICA 
Cry Aamiieraor 
Chairman. és & wards Comoe 


Sasa 


ЕТСЕ 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
MAYNILA, PILIPINAS 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bangko Sentral ng Plipinas (BSP), trough ts Bids and Awards Conmitee 
(GAC), mies supplierbanufaciorers/datrbolors lo app for ligit and о bid 
forthe hereunder project 


"One к — Furnishing of materiais, labor, ools 
equipment and supervision forthe complete 
Мате ot Project/Bret | installation of two (2) units new Сообу Tower 
Description at Securty Plant Complex located at East 

Avenue. Diiman, Quezon Сау. їп accordance 
Min BSP scope o work, Equipment Schedule, 
Drawings and Таска! веснавое 
P18,480.000.00 


Within one hundred ninety s (196) calendar 
days aller receipt of approved Contract. 


Prospective bidders should have undertaken a simlar project within he last Ive 
(S) years with an amount of at least 50°% ot ne Approved Budget lor ne Contact 
ТУЕ оу Gheck/Gereening as weli as the Protminary Examination ol Bids shall 
Use non discrellonany passial cera, Post qualiicaton ofthe lowest calculated 
Бе shal be conducted. 


Аарона Budgie Corr 


Contract Duration 


Al particulars relative to Eligbilty Statement and Screening. Bid Securty. 
Padamanee Secutty. Fr Glacny Conlerence(s), Evelaton of Bids. Post 
‘Guattcaton and Award o! Contract hal be govemed by па paran provisions 
SIR 8164 and а Implamentng Rules and Regulations (RI 
no сотре schede ol actives ited, as flows 
C сезде 

Tares ol 2a onani | Ai Jaman 206 10 Femur BOOS 
2 Pre 88 Солаги {OF etary 2005 200 
3 Opena cibis 21 Febuary 2006. 20094. 
беби тазе sral o n acerdarca win Ta prse 
5 Post qaesion pardoned п те mpomarang Rutes 5 oysters 
& Nabe of Anas (REA IRA. Ne 914 dated 10 emer 2003 
Bi Documents willbe avalabe oriy to prospective bidders upon payment ot anon 
‘refundable amount of P9,200.00 to the BSP Cashier. 2 
The BSP assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate orndemnily 
оде lor any expenses resumed in ihe preparan c me bid 
The BSP resorves te right 1o тус! any and al bid proposal, or declare he tdg 
inire, or по! award the conecl, ала makas no assurance та а conta алай 
бетача inio as 8 esito з viaton 
(908) JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 

ата 


аллоу 00) 


TransCo-Admin Dep't. 
receives ISO Award 


THE ADMINISTRATION DEPART- 
ment of the National Transmission 
Corporation (TransCo) is the latest. 
addition to the firm's roster of ISO- 


productivity in its everyday work. 
certified units. i 


In photo, Administration Depart- 


Interior Designers, Finishing Contractors 


INVITING ESTABLISHED and UPCOMING 


and Furniture Designers 


Cone ond bien fo ei INS ae peer gp 
Gilbert С. Yu, ruap, HFPIA 
innovator of the successful 


BUILD TO OWN SYSTEM 


pt лз he talks about the FUTURE TREND on -~ 


^ “READY TO RECEIVE FINISH" 
CONDOMINIUM 


Most Accepted type of condominium ihat їойог it to individual laste. 
"creating new opportunities lo your profession 


200 NEW PROJECTS 
AWAIT. YOU! 4 


^ Since 
Cali for reservation & registration: 
Ms. Nems Logorana | 
"Heod7-Client Development 
+63 917 858 3436 

02) 816 7683 fo 84 


сан Architects, 
Engineers. 

Project Development 
Consultants 


firm TUV Philippines. This seal of qual- 
ity management attests to TransCo's. 
unrelenting pursuit of excellence and 


PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER 
East Avenue, Quezon City 


is now accepting applications for 
‘Academic Year 2006 
FELLOWSHIPS 
L аат Felowship Training Program in Ada Cardiology” 
2. "year Reocency n pora Madone acceded by PCP 
PEPDpionste 
‘Year Subspecay Fellowship Training Program in lectophysilogy. Cardiac 
Retabitaton, Noo invasive Cardiology, ivive Cardiology. Peripheral Vesclar 
snd Critica Care Cardiology 
+ Сонин 3 years Fete in Caddy i POP and PCC acre айлу. 
5 Subt a research proposal 
pd 
‘Adult Pulmonary Медове" 
> POPDplonsie 
Deadline tor submission of sppieation is on February 27, 2008 
‘Reader Yor 2005 sats оп Age 1. 2008, 
CV Anestesiciogy Dison” 
V ^з из Fesdey п General Anastasia сльозу РВА (Board ele) 
Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery Dion 
Pom ушл Rescency п белеги боруму screed by PCS (Board eli) 
Pediat Pulmonary Medicne™ 
бил 
Desine г submission of application is on February 17, 2008 
‘Reader Year 006 stris on Ape 1, 2008 
Pediatric Cardiology 
V "Bye esdirey n Genera Реван accrodied by PPS. 
X lest pastes widen елитен bx Dponaie n Pedals bythe PPS 
"You can submi your application as soon as possible. 
Ganarai Requirements: 
s — 
2 тесто Records wih ве белеги Weed Average 
1 emus Board Rang 
X Тыге (3) Leners ot Racommendaon ih и est one ter wien bythe Trini 
fcu бли косого Ве rers Tearing Programs dopa ete or photons 
‘Sond by llores Decors та nob accep] 
Блера Z 12 pete cores, 
Casca of Residency m regure speciai 
Срам боол Cerca i regure specaty 
елле зет your communications io: 
ARISTIDES G. PANLILIO, M.D. 
"Department Manager I 
Otice of Ёдисагоп and Research 
Phabppine Heart Center 
East Avene, Quezon City 
‘For further inquiries, please contacts. Carmela M. Ocasion or а. Cleopatra O 
Putenc with Те. Nos 525-2401 locas 3234, 3298, 2236 & 3237 and Tetas 825-3622, or 
Tou can eman a: тёрге от 


Repubtc ot mo Phipaines 
Leyte Metropolitan Water District 
A Mabe St, Tacioban Сау 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Leyte мөгооомал Water Deci through ts Bids and Amaras Commitee (BAC) 
төс ecested contractors to apply юг окру and ibid lor ne heran projects: 


CONTRACT APPROVED BUDGET 


CONTRACT УТ Басу Sorvess or Aroa 1- Main 
Tecioban Cuy: Nuia- Tuta Depot. Tacioban City; Senn 
Reservas, Tation Cty Tolosa Pumpng Staton, Tolosa. 
Loye. Amoao Ни Reservor: Tanauan. Levi; and ainor 
Tutira lacunes. Number of guards по ава 1an tity (30) 
‘CONTRACT #2 — Securty Services lor Area 1 — Rapid 
Firaton Ралі Brgy. Hibunawon. Jaro, Leyte: Dagami 
Setting Basin. Dagar. Leyte, and omer hur acies. 
amber of guards no ass han иту (30) 
Tho prospective sacurty agency shoud be 

T Dárteonsodby ie PNP reguar conseto oparata) or t least 3 years 
2 Atleast мо (2) years c expenenco wirin o last ive (5) years in providing 

еситу sarvest io any prvele or government ойсов having al least 200 


001600000 


P5060000 


"The Diliman-based department 
— which handles the procurement 
and delivery of needed goods and ser- 
vices; buildings, facilities and 
grounds maintenance; records man- 
agement; and transportation facilities 
management- was recently awarded 


its 1S0 9001:2000 certificatebyaudit Manlucu. 


ment Manager Richard Nabong re- 
ceives the ISO certificate from Ms. 
Carmina Espiron of TUV Philippines. 
Witnessing the awarding were VP- 
HRA & Finance Alexander Cortez, 
President and CEO Alan Ortiz, and 
180 in-house consultant Faustino 


орол win La 


расча 
э. (that easi 50 tconsed Палта (а, shotgun, cafbur 38 rever, mm pistol) 


Alisppicarts shat bo пона on no resu o! ha крону check 


mp 


9 зт Эн 


Ar” 
vu 


т 


mai lice, А Manini St, Tacoban Сау 


Expo secu agencias may bidin ali contracts. However, oniy one (1) Senco Area 
Contact sat бе awardad to a der 

The Емуышу ChockiScreaning as wet as bo Prelmeary Examination shall use non- 
crotoner] passar стоса Post quaiticaton ol ne Lowest calcu bid sha be 
Een 


Al paricdars relata io Евы Statement and Soreoning. Bd Securty. Peformance 
есин, Pre Водата Conisrence(s) Evaason ol Bos Fosi-Ovaitcaton and Award 
Gi Contact shal be governed by the porunant provisions of FLA. 9164 end t 
Implementing Polos ала Roguaten (IRA) 

Tho Lote Metiopottan Water District assumes no responsiblity whatsoever to 
‘Compeneate or dariy cars lor any expense incurred к тте preparation ot 1e bid- 


осше ане 1.2000 


(S92) VIOLETA C. SIMBULAN 
ВАС Chasporson 


Reviving Poetic Jousts at Luneta Park's Balagtasan 


BALAGTASAN A POETICAL JOUST NAMED 
after Francisco Balagtas, a great 19th century 
Filipino poet and the author of Florante at 
Laura, was an offshoot of the traditional duplo, 
where two persons are given a topic to debate 
upon. 

In 1924, Manila staged the very first formal 
Balagtasan in an attempt to revive old literary 
forms that were slowly losing its hold in the 
hearts of the Filipino people due to 
Americanization, an imposition which literary 
artists resisted since it did not represent their 
sensibilities as Filipinos. 

Today, Balagtasan is considered as a 
Filipino traditional poetic argument performed 
by three poets: a pro, a con and a moderator 


who will debate on issues of public interest. But 
as it was in the American period, the general 
preference for western art forms has limited the 
venues for Filipino expressions as the 
Balagtasan. 

Tn this light, the National Commission for 
Culture and the Arts (NCCA) takes efforts to 
put back the Balagtasan in the consciousness of 
the contemporary Filipino so that it may take 
ius rightful place in the discussion of issues that 
can help bring back life and dignity to this 
nation. 

In the persons of Teo T. Antonio and 
Michael Coroza (referred to as the modern day 
king and prince of Balagtasan), and Vim 
Nadera (considered father of performance 


poetry in the Philippines), a Balagtasan on the 
plight of Filipino overseas workers will take 
center stage at the National Arts Month 
opening ceremonies at the Luneta Park on Feb. 
4and 5. 

With the theme Ani ng Sining 2006: 
Celebrating а Bountiful Harvest in the Arts, the 
opening ceremonies will feature Balagtasan 
alongside other outstanding performances in 
music, dance, film and visual ans. 

The Ani ng Sining 2006 opening 
ceremonies is presented by NCCA through the 
Tunugan Foundation, Inc. in cooperation with 
the National Parks Development Committee. 
All performances are free to the public. For 
inquiries, please call 9260028. 


The Private Sector Mobilization for Family Planning 
(PRISM), is seeking for Family Planning Coordinators 
for the following areas: Metro Cebu, Cebu Province, Metro 
Davao, and Davao Province. 


The overall scope of this position will be valuable to 
PRISM's goal of developing the motivation and capacity of 
the private sector to be involved in family planning, 
specifically in implementing family planning in the 
workplace, developing the market for products and 
expanding private practice for family planning services. 


Qualifications: 
College degree holder with post-graduate study an 
advantage 
Familiarity with the area and its political infrastructures. 
Familiarity with the family Planning Program and 
Contraceptive Self-Reliance Initiative Program 
Exposure to NGO FP programs an advantage 
Appreciation of family planning program success 
factors 
Ability to develop good working relationships with 
various sectors and associations 
Work experience includes positions requiring 
leadership skills, as well as integrative and strategic 
thinking 

— Residence in the area is preferred 


Interested applicants should e-mail their application letter 
indicating the preferred project area and CV at 
jobs@prism.org.ph on or before 31st of January 2006. Please 
indicate the subject of your email as “Position Code: FPC”. 


THE PHILIPPINE TROPICAL FOREST 
CONSERVATION FOUNDATION 


а newly estabiished environmental NGO managing an annual grants portiolio of 
SI PhP 40 Моп. is looking for an 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


who ий directly supervise a lean Foundation stall, and grantees for monitoring and 
icit эз wel as technical assistance to proponents; who wil act as spokesperson for 
the Foundation and be directly accountable tothe Board. 
Minimum Qualifiestions/Requlrements Include: 
С "Расса knowledge or equivalent experiance in envronmentanalual resource 
conservation, development or а rotated fed 
3 М leas! ive years prolessional experience in environmental issues and 
Gemonstaled expertis in at least one ol he Fund's six priority hemes (see 
wm gubat org). 
са Management experence in community-orented environment and development 
programs. and in project design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation: Must 
Rave previous management experience and a working understanding of 
‘management principles. 
Excellent communication sks (writen, verbal and interpersonal: 
Wibngness to rav and undertake tld visits: 
Abiy 1o work wel wih a Nieve Board ol Trustees 
Lteracy in funcional computer software: 
Experience ol working with or managing ODA-lunded programs an advantage. 
‘Applications should be submited c: 
GIF Unit i Legaspi Towers 300 
Roxas Elva, Malate, Mania 
cremate to айпй@ шаар and dis шала 
y Рагу 10, 2006. 


ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND TESTING OF FIRE PROTECTION 
SYSTEM FOR TRANSCO BUILDINGS 2 (NCC) AND 3 (SO) 
Reference No.: РВ050525-М0049 / PR No.: OAVP-05-0010484 
The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION, Head Осе Region 
(TRANSCO-HO) through the 2006 Corporate Budget approved by Ihe TransCo 
Boardintends to apply ће sum of Php 7,897,877.71 being the Approved Budget 
for the Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract for PA No. ОАУР-05- 
(0010484, Supply, instalavon and Tasting of Fire Protection System of TransCo 
Buildings 2 (NCC) and 3 (SO). Bids received In excess ol the ABC shall be 
avlomatialy rejected at Bid opening. 
The TRANSCO-HO now invites Bids Iron eligible Bidders who possess a valid 
PCAB license applicable to the above type and cost о! Ihe contract (at least 
Registered as “Small В” with classlicaton or Fire Protection Work, Category 
"С ог D" lor the Supply, Installation and Testing of Fire Prolecton System of 
TransCo Buildings 2 (NCC) and 3 (SO). Delivery ol Ine GOODS is required in 
One Hundred Twenty (120) days. The description of an eligible Bidder Is 
contained n Section I of tno Bidding Documents, TB. 
Bidding wl be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using 
non-discreionary pass/al criteria as specilied in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise known 
эз ihe "Government Procurement Relorm Act," and is restricted lo Filipino 
lüzensisole proprietorships, organizations with al least sixty percent (60%) 
Interest or oustanding capital stock belonging to citizens ofthe Philippines, and 
io elizens or organizations ofa country ће laws or regulations of which grant 
Seniar righis or privileges to Filipino citizens, pursuant to Republic Act 5183 
{АА 5163) and subject to Commonwealth Aci 138 (С.А. 138). Only Bids from 
Bidders who pass the eligibility check willbe opened. The process for the 
eligbity check is described in Section II of the Bidding Documents, 18. The 
bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance lo the post- 
saification stage in order о finally determine responsiveness ol the bid lo 
Technical and nancial requirements of the project. The contrat shall then be 
‘warded io the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (СВ) who was 
determined as such during the post-quallicaton procedure. 
A conpiete sel o Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders 
from the address below irom January 19, 2006 o February 20, 2006 fron 8:00 
AM. to £00 P.M. and upon payment o a non relundabie fe in the amount of 
Php 1,000.00. The method of payment wil be Cash. The Bidding Documents 
hall be received personally by the prospeciive Bidder or his authorized 
representatne, 
The TRANSCO-HO wil hod  Pre-Bid Conference open toal! interested parties 
оп February 7, 2006/10:00 A.M. at te Admin. Conference Room. 
Bids and eligiity requiraments must be delivered tothe address below on or 
balora February 21, 2006 / 10:00 a.m, Ай Bids must be accompanied by a Bid 
Security In any of the following form or an equivalent amount In а Ireely 
Converbie соосу. Late Bis shal nol be accepted 
Form of Security Minimum Amount in% 
‘of Approved Budget for 
the Contract to be Bid 
T. Gash, сөпйөй check, cashiers check, РЫР 7927978 
manager's check, bank dralt or 
revocable lattor ol credit (1% of ABC) 
1: Bark quaranoe (1.5% of ABC] PRP 808987 
3. Surely bond (25% of ABC) PhP 196,449.45 
4. Foregngovemmenl guararies PRP ТӘЗТ ӘТ 
(100% of ABC) 
Bid opening shall be on February 21, 20087 10.00 АМ а! the Admin Conference 
Room same address below. Bids wil be opened in the presence ol the Bars’ 
‘representatives who choose o attend at the address below. 
The National Transmission Corporation reserves the nghi o accept or ret any 
Bd, lo anu! tne bidding process, and to reject all Bids at any ma prior о 
сонга award, without thereby incurring any liability іо те allociod Bidder or. 
Bidders. 
‘National Transmission Corporation, Head Ofllce Region 
Mr Armando N. Ochoa, BAC Chairman 
MMD Опсе, G/F TransCo Main Bidg. 
Power Center Complex, BIR Нова, Diliman, Quezon Cl. 
Tel No. (632) 9512206 Fax No. (532) 9226432 
Weosite: тув папесо,рћ 


(554 ARMANDO N. OCHOA 
 Charman, Bids & Awards Commitieo 
LEE.) 
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see 505 sales increase 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


HEN CAR MANU- 
facturers say they 
see a 5 percent in- 


éreasé in overall sales this 
year compared to 2005, con- 
Sider that optimistic. Why? 
Because, in the same breath, 
they also say that this in- 
crease would only be pos 
ble if crucial factors show 
enough stability: local poli- 
tics, oil prices and the overall 
business climate. 

At least, that's what Chamber of 
Automotive Manufacturers of the 
Philippines Inc. (Campi) president 
Elizabeth Lee lays out on the table. 

Arnelio Doria, Honda Cars Philip- 
pines Inc.'s deputy head for market- 
ing, translates that 5 percent in- 
crease to roughly 4,850 more units 
sold across the whole auto industry. 
In 2005, the industry sold 97,000 
units. 


Free trade agreement 

Daniel Isla, Toyota Motor Philip- 
pines’ first vice president for market- 
ing, says the Japan-Philippine Free 
‘Trade Agreement would also have to 
be looked into. 


“If the ЛЕТА is implemented this 
year, it will make CBU (completely 
built up) prices from Japan go down 
.. meaning, in time, more attractive 
car models from Japan will be seen оп 
Philippine roads,” he says. 

Isla observes that the automotive 
industry has become even more com- 
petitive lately, with more interna- 
tional players from America and Eu- 
rope as well as aggressive Korean 
brands making their way into the 
market. 

Isla says that not only are there 
more vehicle models customers can 

choose from, there is also fiercer com- 

petition in terms of promotional ac- 
tivities, advertising and events. The 
marketing standards have been ele- 
vated. "Creativity" he adds, “is the 
name of the game.” 


Likely to continue 

Lee, who is also senior vice presi- 
dent of Universal Motors Corp., 
adds that the auto industry ended 
2005 with 63 percent of sales classi- 
fied as commercial vehicles (CVs). 
More than half of all CV sales were 
attributed to LCVs, which comprise 
compact SUVs, pickup trucks, vans 
and full-size SUVs. Lee says this 
trend would most likely continue in 
2006. 

Says Lee: "Given the current mar- 
ketenvironment where the cost of do- 


ing business as well as the cost of liv- 
ing is seen to increase relative to рге- 
vious years, the focus of buyers will 
even be more pronounced on value 
for money products. Buyers will be 
keen on the ‘steak’ than the ‘sizzle’ 
and new models will have to sell at 
competitive prices to grab significant 
market shares.” 

Doria says that ifthe trend on gaso- 
line prices continues, fuel-efficient 
cars like the Jazz and City would be 
the cars of choice. He says the arrival 
of the new Civic models would also be 
welcome news, but he adds that this 
would make the other models look 
"old and out.” 


Most functional models 

Isla says that with consumers’ con- 
cern for rising fuel prices, Toyota has 
been experiencing a continuous up- 
ward demand for its Vios variants be- 
cause of their fuel efficiency. 

He adds, however, that multi-func- 
tional carriers will also be the "in" 
thing. 

Says Isla: "The Innova type will 
continue to dominate the market 
This can be attributed to the fact that 
Filipinos normally go on out-of-town 
trips with the family, thus, making the 
AUVs/MPVs as the most functional 
models in terms of seating and lug- 
gage capacity and overall comfort, at 
very reasonable price levels.” 
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Change to 


Our Precision, Your Advantage 


Please call us KYB (kei-wai-bl) 


Kayaba Industry Co., Ltd. will renew its brand mark 
and start using KYB Corporation as its popular name. 


aléeinas on ba use o! he popular rame 
Gener бее on the me the Company s lil name. 

(corporat name) зв popu кане are showen he lowing 
table The ticker wy far Kayaba Industry Co Li wil bn 
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By Tessa R. Salazar 


AS AUTOMAKERS HUNKER INTO WHAT 
could be a long drawn-out year for the busi- 
ness, they may be contemplating an age-old 
adage: What won't kill you will only make 
you stronger. Indeed, a confluence of old 
and new issues will pound the auto industry 
this year. How they weave their way through 
them should speak of the various players re- 
silience, creativity and downright business 
savvy. 

‘The most feared "superstorms" threaten- 
ing automakers for 2006 are, in no particu- 
lar order: the political climate, the "gray" 
market, EAT adjustments and the 70 per- 
cent VAT cap. 

Amel Doria, Honda Cars Philippines’ 
deputy head for marketing, says concerned 
sectors such as carmakers and labor organi- 
zations must come out in support of gov- 
‘ernment initiatives to curb importation of 
used right-hand-drive vehicles. Otherwise, 
he stresses, the industry should accept 
them and learn to live with it. 


‘Gray’ market 

Daniel Isla, Toyota Motor Philippines’ 
first vice president for marketing, paints a 
more dire picture with the proliferation of 
the “gray” market. 

Says Isla: “The gray imports from Subic, 
and now I heard allegedly from all over the 
archipelago, Cagayan, Cebu and Davao, 
continue to be a challenge not only to Toy- 
ога, but to the whole industry. We hope that 
the government will seriously address this 
issue soon as it affects not only the integrity 
of our operations but poses a threat to the 
jobs of the people under our employ" 

He says another major issue this year 
would be the implementation of the 12 per- 
cent E-VAT, which, according to him, would 
“have a natural upward impact on prices.” 

Chamber of Automotive Manufacturers 
of the Philippines (Campi) president Eliza- 


What makes the road 
rougb for automakers 


beth Lee says the major challenges in 2006 
include the repeal of the 70 percent cap on 
input VAT—a disincentive and unnecessary 
prohibitive measure imposed on business- 
es—which would cause an increase in the 
cost of doing business and prices of vehi- 
cles. This, coupled with the E-VAT adjust- 
ment from 10 to 12 percent would put fur- 


ther pressure on already thin margins, she 
says. 


Repeal of 70% cap 

Doria says the increase in E.VAT would 
further push car prices away from the reach 
of the middle class, the potential growth 
area for the car industry. Unless financing 
packages with low interest are introduced 
to the buying public, the expected price in- 
creases (between P10,000 and P50,000 per 
unit) could stunt the growth of the indus- 


He adds that the auto industry, including 
its dealerships, would be hit hard by the 70- 
percent cap on input tax since its margins 
are very much below 30 percent 


Several options 

“Honda Cars Philippines, together with 
the other industry players, has proposed 
several options to the BIR to mitigate the 
deleterious effects of the cap. The ultimate 
remedy is the amendment of the E-VAT law, 
either to remove entirely the cap ог revise 
the 70 percent cap to above 90 percent. 
However, this will take time," says Doria. 

The industry has proposed alternatives 
in the form of administrative issuances or 
regulations that would interpret liberally 
the provisions of the E-VAT law. 

“One proposal which should be seriously 
considered is the treatment of the 30 per- 
cent tax (as a result of input tax exceeding 
the output tax) as advanced tax payment, 
The subsequent excess of output tax over 
the input tax are then dedueted from the 
advanced tax payment,” Doria explains. 


Scoop: 


RAVÁ unveiled tonight; 


Galant, too 


OF ALL THE CAR COMPANIES IN THE 
country today, Toyota Motor Philippines 
(TMP) has always been the most different in 
more ways than one. 

For one, the motoring industry giant has 
been lording it over the scene for years now. 
Just recently, it scored another Triple Crown 
affair—a Grand Slam—by sweeping all 
record sales in three categories: passenger 
cars, commercial vehicles and overall sales. 

For another, despite the company's huge 
successes all this time, it hates the habit of 
trumpeting them, simply allowing others to 
heap praise on them. I've seen the car com- 
pany's humility a lot of times already—at 
point blank range even—through my acci- 
dental meetings, both here and abroad, with 
Alfred Ty, the TMP vice chair. I consider Al- 
fred to be a supreme model of what being 
low-key is amid celebrity status. 

"The overall sales category would in- 
clude SUVs (sport utility vehicles)," said 
Ariel de Jesus, the dapper spokesperson 
of TMP “We are humbled again by this suc- 
cess in 2005.” 

“Modesty aside, we also scored the 
highest market share ever in the history of 
TMP existence, which is 36.6 percent,” 
said Danny “Sir John” Isla, a senior vice 
president of TMP. 

They continually shun breast-beating 
anditisonly through my eternal prodding 
that I can extract reactions from the two 
gentlemen, such as the above quotes. 

Toyota scored the first Grand Slam in 
2002, repeating the feat in 2003 and 2004, 
before reprising it in 2005. 

One unique trait—if we can call it that—of 
the country's Мо. 1 car company is, unlike 
virtually all of its rivals, Toyota does not hold 
Christmas parties for its friends and support 
ers during the holidays. Through the years, it 
instead held what TMP fondly calls “Thanks- 
giving Party.” Such an occasion has been set 
for today. 

‘To TMP more success! Even though Katsua- 
ki Watanabe, president of Toyota Motor Co. of 
Tokyo, in his patented humiliy admined 
during the last Tokyo Motor Show of 
mot wanting to see Toyota Мо. 1 
inthe world, it 
ent it is 
ward that ¢ 
rection 
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Al Mendoza 


here's a scoop for Toyota's friends and cus- 
tomers tonight (Jan. 25): the all-new RAV 4, 
а perennial bestseller, will be unveiled! Re- 
member, you heard it first here—again. 

Likewise this morning, Mitsubishi un- 
wraps its latest Galant, which is its chief mis- 
sile against Toyota's Camry and Honda’s Ac- 
cord. 

Good luck, fellas! 

Here’s a letter from Rob Dix, whose two 
sons standing 6-foot-3 and 6-foot-1 (14 
years old and 16, respectively), might yet 
become PBA stars as they are showing 
signs of greatness already. 

ear Al, 

“I was pleased to read in Full Tank the 
issue of dump trucks being allowed to en- 
ter the NLE and then being weighed along 
the expressway. These trucks pose a threat 
to other motorists as many of them are un- 
safe and most truck drivers have no idea 
of what safe driving is. Patrols make big 
business charging these overloaded 
trucks the way they do to unsuspecting 
motorists caught overspeeding by agents 
hiding behind trees or on top of bridges. 
In many countries, notices are posted very 
visibly to warn motorists of radar camera 
areas to advise motorists to slow down. 
Why does the widest part of NLE become 
80 kph? And how is it that buses and 
trucks speeding down the left lane are 
never caught in the speed traps?” 

So there. I'm sure Ping de Jesus, the NLE 
pillar, will do something about this. 

QUOTE ME. Do justice to your heart at all 
times: Don't honk. 

Comments to menju Gpldtdsl.net 
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MOTORING .... 


PARTICIPANTS pose with the Yamaha Spark 135, their ride throughout the 15-day tour around Thailand. Philippine 


represent: 


ез ilagan and Fajardo are fourth and third from right. 


Yamaha’s Spark 135 


embarks on 5-nation 
Asean tour 


By Charles E. Buban 
HE CHALLENGE IS TO COVER 
15000 kilometers through 


I some of the most spectacular 


panoramas in five Asean countries on 
board Spark 135 (or the Sniper 135 
as it will be christened here in the 
Philippines), Yamaha's latest liquid- 
cooled, single-cylinder, 135 cc, un- 
derbone motorbike. 

Starting in Indonesia last Nov. 19 
(that ended Dec. 10 and covered 4500 
km), the Yamaha Pan-Asean Tour is 
currently in Thailand. 

"That tour, which started Jan. 15 
and will end in Jan. 29, is expected to 
cover 3248 km and will definitely test 
this latest Yamaha motorbike in vary- 
ing weather and on-road conditions. 
While doing so, we also want to pro- 
mote Spark 135 around as a high-per- 
formance, reliable and fashionably ap- 


CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM 15 
something that we all must get used 
to. It is easy to forget that one does 
not write in a thought vacuum. Peo- 
ple, however many or few, will even- 
tually find the motoring pages of this 
paper. Reactions, both violent and 
kind, are pretty much inevitable for 
any motoring rant. 

Some readers have commented on 
the lack of a direct response channel to 
the author, іе, a dedicated e-mail ad- 
dress or a cell phone number to pester. 1 
used to post contact information, but it 
remained very empty for quite some 
time. When the mail did come in, the 
bulk was spam, selling all sorts of ideas, 
aides and alleviations. 

‘Thankfully, a few did actually ask 
about cars. You guys know who you 
are. The few minutes every Wednesday 
you spend to digest this column is very 
much appreciated. The effort that some 
have taken to actually react is quite 
flattering, irregardless of tone, logic or 
demeanor. 


Reactions 

There must be an admission that re- 
actions are a way to gauge the pulse of 
the motoring public. There is a wide 
gulf in the knowledge of readers out 
there. There are those who ask the sim- 
plest, yet most essential questions, and 
then there are those who conjecture 
philosophically about design, engineer- 
ing and performance. 

‘Some ideas are actually worth vol- 
umes of print in their own right; there 
are people out there who would be bet- 
ter suited to fill this space than I. Сай 
this as a sort of encouragement. 

This all seemed overwhelming until 
very recently. Just over a year ago, 1 
stood on the other side of the motoring 
fence. The opinions of the automotive 
media were taken with a decent 
amount of salt. They served as a base- 


pealing motorbike,” explained Wut- 
dikai Wanlisut, head of the Yamaha 
"Thailand Product Planning Division. 


5 countries 

The tour riders are composed of rep- 
resentatives from each of the five coun- 
tries covered by the Yamaha Pan-Asean 
Тош: Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Vietnam and the Philip- 
pines. 

"The ride will be long and will not 
only test the mettle of the Spark 135 
but all the participants as well said 
Manila Bulletin's Aris Ilagan who along 
with Zandro Fajardo, owner of Oz Rac- 
ing (motorbike outfitter company), 
represented the Philippines in the 
tour's second leg. 


Big expectations 
‘According to Jose Gaspar “Boy” Al- 
bos Jr, Norkis Yamaha's SVP for mar- 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


line that needed to be reconfirmed by 
research and actual seat time in cars. 

Often my estimation differed from 
those printed but not because of any 
special skil or ability at mystical div- 
ination. Itis my most fervent belief that 
personal discovery is what matters 
most. This is as human judgment is 
subject to personal perception and 
prejudice. 

Task readers to apply the same strin- 
gent standards. There is no evangelical 
truth about what is printed, shown or 
presented in the mass media. Remem- 
ber that the ultimate prize in “con- 
sumer product journalism” is the sale. 
‘Though your hearts and minds are a 
valuable commodity, your wallet is 
what its all about. 


Perspective 

‘The list of cars that have been 
beamed over and lambasted in the con- 
fines ofthis column will probably differ 
from those of the individual consumer. 
Perspective plays a large part in any 
critical analysis, yet it takes а certain 
amount of responsibility го keep every- 
thing fair and factual. 

People must honestly admit what 
they are able to bring to the table when 
assessing a product—experience is a 
key factor. Yet the greatest issue in the 
formation of consumer opinion is actu- 
al, firsthand knowledge about the au- 
tomobiles that they are asked to buy. 
Throw personal wants and needs into 
the picture and the situation compli- 
cates geometrically. 

Research is the great equalizer in 


Auto service shop goes 


LOCATED ON YAKAL STREET (NEAR 
Chino Roces avenue) in Makati City is 
опе of the more advanced auto ser- 
vice shops in Metro Manila. 
According to LA Car Accessories op- 
erator and owner Amrit Mirpuri, the 
shop's equipment upgrades are neces- 
sary considering the competition and 
today's more discerning car owners. 
Says Mirpuri: "| believe only 
through modern facilities and experi- 
enced people can a shop provide con- 
sistent and high quality workman- 
ship. Besides 1 always tell my clients, 
it would save them more money in 
Jong run since they won't have to 


come more often for repairs or re- 
placements.” 

Recently, LA Car Accessories (817- 
8617) introduced a whole new line of 
state-of-the-art facilities including а 
fully insulated sound room to safely 
test (and without disturbing the 
neighborhood) the sound quality of 
audio components, car horns, car 
alarms and sirens. 


All-weather tint room 

Also, the shop now has a fully air- 
conditioned and all-weather tint 
room to ensure a dust-free environ- 
ment and high-quality finish of the 


keting, Yamaha has big expectations 
for the Asean region since it's the most 
promising and has the biggest potential 
for growth. 

Said Albos: “This is why Yamaha is 
aggressively pursuing programs that 
build motorcycle culture in the region 
and the Yamaha Pan-Asean Tour is ап 
excellent opportunity to be close to our 
‘market, build camaraderie among tour 
participants, and be able to experience 
varied culture.” 

їп fact, the tour in Thailand also in- 
duded “green campaigns" that are 
aimed at promoting the environment. 
and heritage conservation. 

"We hope to replicate this activity 
‘once the tour arrives here in May. Since 
the Philippines will also be the last leg 
Of this five-nation tour, Norkis Yamaha 
is planning to make the event the most 
memorable and exciting one,” Albos 
said. 


A custom of feedback 


any purchase proposition. The Internet 
is at the forefront of raw information, 
the critical building block of any dis- 
cemed automotive decision. The free 
flow of ideas is so scary that many auto- 
motive manufacturers ignore this form 
of media in the hopes that it will just go. 
away. 


Oases of fact 

While there are terabits of useless 
consumer product text on the Net, 
most already tainted by the advertising 
and public relations budgets of the 
manufacturers, there are oases of fact 
inthe billion or so URLs out there. 

‘These rare occurrences are almost 
always enthusiast based, and are not 
held hostage by money. Outlets that до 
not join the traditional “pay for praise” 
bandwagon are shunned, denied ас- 
cess to products and eventually float, 
distended belly up in the industry. Logi- 
cally, this is the case with most other 
forms of media. 

So, we finally come to the synthesis 
of this tirade. Why must we tiptoe 
around the truth? The consumers are 
the rightful focus of the entire automo- 
tive industry; their money is what fuels 

ош gigs, whether manufacturer or 
media. Why then, do we fail to broad- 
cast the truth about the product, 
whether it is flawed or fascinating? 
How do bilateral boycotts and petty po- 
litical positioning benefit the industry? 
Such occurrences may be tagged as 
‘ways to shore up the holiest of the holy, 
our own bottom lines. 

Such thinking is short term and 
flawed as the day will come that more. 
consumers will be able to see beyond 
what's been cleared for public con- 
sumption. The honest and ugly truth 
about products will allow the con- 
sumer genuine freedom of choice, 
while many in this industry will have to 
ook elsewhere for employment. 


high-tech 


tint installed. 

According to him, the shop also of- 
fersa laser light alignment service—the 
first here in the country—that ensures 
headlights, high-intensity discharge 
(HID) lamps and fog lights are safely 
and properly aligned. 

To complete the feel inside the 
shop, Mirpuri even hooked with up a 
popular FM radio station in Los Ange- 
les, California, that plays nonstop 
rock and той hits. 

Mirpuri also hinted on expanding 
his shop's operation by opening 10 
more branches in Metro Manila and 
other key cities in the provinces. 


асадзе дыра! 


JUST AS SOME PEOPLE ARE SMARTER 
than others, some sport utility vehicles are 
taller than others. However, the tallest SUV 
is not necessarily the most desirable SUV 
since height affects the handling character- 
istics and stability of a vehicle. You can't 
тоот around corners їп а гай SUV the way 
you would in a sports sedan. (Not that SU- 
Vs were designed to tackle hairpin turns at 
high speed.) 

Height is a disadvantage in basement 
parking situations where the ceiling is low. 
Pipes, tubes and other utility paraphernalia 
hanging from the ceiling further reduce 
head room for motor vehicles. If you are 
driving a tall SUV equipped with an after- 
market roof rack, chances are that you 
won't be allowed to enter car park base- 
ments. 


Height specs 

Т got interested in the height specifica- 
tions of SUVs last Saturday when 1 had to 
drive to Quezon City and park in a carport 
that has a very low roof supported under- 
neath by thick wood beams. Two cars were 
available for my use, both SUVs: a Hyundai 
Tucson CRDi and an Isuzu Alterra 4x4, the 
latter being a test-drive vehicle. 

Naturally, since the Alterra is a mid-size 
SUV while the Tucson is a compact one, the 
Alterra looks taller. But just to check by 
how much, I looked up the Alterra's overall 
height specification. The Alterra is 1805 
mm high compared to the Tucson’s 1730 
mm, or 75 mm higher (Surprisingly. 
though, the Tucson is wider at 1830 mm 
than the Alterra’s 1800 mm) 


Tallest SUVs 

Discovering the difference in height be- 
tween the Alterra and the Tucson made me 
curious as to which is the tallest SUV in the 
compact, mid-size and full-size categories. 
So 1 leafed through the 2006 Ultimate Buy- 
er's Guide of C! Magazine to find out. 

Among the 10 compact SUVs currently 
in the market, the Ssangyong Korando, а 
three-door diesel CBU from Korea, is re- 
ported to be the tallest with a height spec of 
2480 mm while the least tall (not shortest, 
since “shortest” can also refer to length) is 
the Subaru Forester at 1585 mm. 
Midsize 

In the midsize SUV class, the tallest at 
2076 mm is the Land Rover Defender and 
the least tall is the Jeep Grand Cherokee at 
1719 mm. The Toyota Fortuner, which ap- 
pears formidably tall when viewed frontal- 
iy is really only 1850 mm in overall height. 
‘The Chevrolet Trailblazer Ext (1957 mm) is 
taller than the Fortuner while the Toyota 
Land Cruiser Prado, which does not look as 
tall as the Fortuner, is actually 15 mm 


for the 2005-06 Car of the Year (from left): 


category. 


Tall and taller 


| THE CAR Awards Group Inc. (Cagi) tested last weekend multipurpose vehicles (MPVs) 
itsubisi 

Starex GRX, Mitsubishi Adventure and Chrysler Town & Country. Not in photo is the 

Isuzu Crosswind Sportivo. Coty-P tests resume this weekend with the subcompact cars 


ON THE ROAD 


Aida Sevilla- 
Mendoza 


Among the five full-size SUVs, the tallest 
is the Ford Expedition Eddie Bauer at 1965 
mm and the least tall at 1885 mm are 
Chevrolet products, the Suburban and the 
‘Tahoe. However, the Chevy SUVs beat the 
Ford Exped in terms of length. The longest 
SUV in any SUV category is the Suburban 
(6570 mm) with the mid-size Trailblazer 
Ext (5278 mm) the second longest. The Ex- 
ped is third longest at 5227 mm. 

Extraordinary length makes parking ex- 
tra difficult in tight parking slots. Try back- 
ing up a Suburban or Trailblazer into a 
basement or open-air parking slot and 
count how many times you have to turn the 
steering wheel to shoehorn the SUV into 
place without side-swiping other parked 
cars 


Shortest 

‘The shortest SUV in any category is the 
Suzuki Jimny, which measures only 3645 
mm in length. Although the Jimny has a 
ladder frame and four-wheel-drive hard- 
ware, some people classify it as a mini sub- « 
‘compact car rather than a compact SUV be- 
cause ofits tiny size. 

Meanwhile, Lonce told a car industry ex- 
ecutive that Tve noticed many 
drivers/owners of the taller, longer SUVs 
seem to be short, small men who want to 
appear bigger than they really are. He burst 
out laughing and exclaimed, "Am I glad Pm 
not short!” 

3RD ROAD SAFETY CONFERENCE. 
The country’s top transportation experts 
gather tomorrow at the Dusit Hotel for the 
43rd Road Safety Conference organized by 
‘Automobile Association Philippines (ААР) 
in cooperation with Toyota Motor Philip- 
pines and the UP National Center for Trans- 
portation Studies. Representatives from 
the Metro Manila Development Authority, 
Department of Public Works and High- 
ways, trucking, bus and jeepney associa- 
tions have been invited to discuss improv- 
ing the safety of arterial roads that connect. 
Metro Manila's 14 cities and three munici- 
palities. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: I couldn't 
repair your brakes, so made your horn 
louder. 

Email comments to asevilla@inquir- 
excom.ph. 


Grandis, Toyota Innova, Hyundai 


(PHOTO BY ULYSSES ANG, MOTONCARS COM, 


Driving on the edge of style 
with 2006 Porsche Boxster 


WHAT TIPS THE BALANCE FROM SIMPLY 
steering a vehicle to driving to the edge of hip 
and cool? That's owning the new 2006 Porsche 
Boxster—a car that fulfils everyone's fantasy 
for sophistication and speed. 

‘After all, nothing beats zipping through the 
road in a car that is the envy of all. Whether 
the destination is just for a quick bite or long 
hours of shopping, a hurried trip or a leisurely 
journey, the 2006 Porsche Boxster takes you 
there with passion and panache—very much 
the same way the BPI Edge and Mini Edge 
take its cardholders places. 

For BPI Edge and Mini Edge are the 2006 
Porsche Boxsters of credit cards. Both brands 
are the top choices of those who prefer the fast 
and fashionable lifestyle—those who love to go 
about town and out of town and attack the 
curves o life and the road with zeal and zest. 


Superior features 

"The 2006 Porsche Boxster is loaded with su- 
perior features. It has a 6-cylinder, 2.7-iter liq- 
luid-cooled engine that produces 240 hp and 
199 Ibyft of torque and a 5-speed manual with 
an optional Tiptronic auto box. 

t also boasts of a seven-speaker sound sys- 
tem, ergonomically superior seating contours, a 
steering wheel that can be adjusted for both 
reach and rake, two-inch higher head rests, 
larger side windows and a higher 
folding top 
viv 
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tem, a bixenon headlamp option for night vi- 
sion, a Park Assist feature for parking into tight 
spaces, and larger brakes, and wheels and tires 
for dynamic safety among others. 

‘And just like it, the BPI Edge and Mini-Edge 
are packed with privileges that young urbanites 
favor. Just imagine enjoying freebies and dis- 
counts from the тето hippest dining places: 
Aposento, Restaurante, Il Ponticello Azzurri, 
Nuvo, Pepato, Cibo, Una Mas, UVA, Via Mare 
Oyster Bar, Di Marks Pizzeria, Blackbeard’s 
Seafood Island, Crustasia, The Seafood Club, 
Red Crab, Haiku, Zen, Embassy Cuisine, Ice 
Vodka Bar, Temple Bar and Restaurant. 

"The ВРІ Edge and Mini-Edge also gives card- 
holders access to great discounts from the 
coolest fashion places like Sisley, GAS Jeans, 
Nike Park, United Colors of Benetton, Le Mimi 
Salon and Dive & Trek 

They can even enjoy prepaid phone reload- 
ing and balance inquiry via SMS. 


Chance to drive 
But that’s not all. To top itall of, the BPI Edge. 
and Mini Edge also gives its cardholders the 
hance to drive the definitive dream car—the 
2006 Porsche Boxster! 
‘What could be cooler and hipper than that? 
And getting one step closer to making it hap- 
penis just as easy as enjoying BPI Edge and Mi- 
ni-Edge Card's numerous perks. 
А 1,000 purchase 
charged to the ВРІ 
Edge or Mini 
Edge Card im- 
mediately 
cams card- 
holders опе 
raffle entry The 
more purchase, 
the more chances 
‘of winning. 105 as 
ple as that. 
Noncaiholders can also 
Bve the chance to bring it home by 
‘up for the BPI Edge and get the 
Mini Ed t free 
BPI Express Credit's "Make It Happen" pro- 
о runs until May 15. 
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RP plans to tap 
$854M in ODAs 


Combination of program 
loans, technical assistance 


By Michelle V. Remo Тап earlier said the country’s fi- 
nance officials were set to meet 
THECOUNTRYISPLANNINGTO with JBIC representatives in March 
borrow $854 million worth of of- хо discuss the bank's ODA program 
ficial development assistance for the Philippines for this year, 
(ODA) from foreign creditors this Among the projects to be pro- 
year to finance projects and pro- posed by the government for fund- 
grams that cannot be covered by ing by JBIC are the Cebu South 
the expected revenue collection. Coastal Road, the Environmental 
‘ODAs are usually provided by Development Project and the Infras- 
multilateral agencies—such as tructure Logistics Assistance Facility. 
the World Bankand the Asian De- Тһе government wants the ODA 
velopment Bank—and bilateral forthe Environmental Development 
institutions like the Japan Bank Project and the Infrastructure Assis- 
for International Cooperation tance Facility to come in the form of 
(JBIC) and foreign governments. credit facilities. This means the 
JBIC is the Philippines' biggest amount of loans would be coursed: 
ODA source. through a government financial ле! 
Data from the Department of Fi- stitution that will, in tum, lend out to 
nance showed that the $854 mil- privateand public sector entities that 
lion programmed ODA borrowing will undertake infrastructure and 
for this year (or P221.4 billion us- envitonmentaelated projects, 
ing the governments foreign ex. — Projects proposed for financing 
changeassumptionofPS6:$1) will under the Environment Develop- 
be about 9 percent lower than the ment Project include those relat- 
$937 million borrowed in 2005. ed with sewarage-system en- 
‘The drop in the requirement was hancements and  solid-waste 
attributed to the country’s improv- management, Tan said. 
ing fiscal position. The government 1а the meantime, the govern- 
expects its budget deficit to decline ment is planning to sell this year 
to only P125 billion this year from $3.1 billion worth of RP bonds to 
the P146.5 billion in 2005. help plug the deficit and pay ma- 
Of the $854 million, $604 mil- turing obligations. 
lion is expected to come in the — LastJan.5, the Philippines sold 
form of project loans mostly for $2.2 billion worth of dollar- and 
infrastructure projects, while the euro-denominated bonds in the 


Introducing The Icon Tower 2 и remaining $250 million тау international market. This means 


come in the form of program the government needs to raise 


We're replicating the success of the only eye-shaped condominium at The Fort M К Jeans oF Боа аат oe lon more pori fot 
Bonifacio in the Icon Tower I. Now, expect only the same attention to detail and c ias ? Ago үе у ы 

exacting standards you've come to expect from another Icon development. Icon 
Tower Il. Now rising at The Fort. 


Enjoy higher interest rates and 
f monthly earnings! 
T b N TERM INTEREST RATES — | 
X Бы, 2 $ 3-Year 
Resid Golf = 
For inquiries please call us ie Can E a=} 2-Year 7% 
6873190 • 6873191 F t 1-Year 
0917-8829235 i Affordable at a minimum of PhP 50,000. 
seinicthelcon.ph | Мо inquire about our 30, 60 or 90-day term Peso Time Deposit- 


"Quoted rates are subject to change without priar notice. 
Rates are оп per annum basis and net of documentary stamp taxes, 


Come visit us at the new icon showroom 
th Ave., cor. 25th st., Bonifacio Global City 


Leading the way in Bonifacio Global City 
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МТОК the first watch made of 
High-Tech diamond. 50 times 
harder than steel and equally hard 
and scratchproof as the diamond, 


For inquiries contact Sports & Games Department 723-0665 loc. 206/207 
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This week, 2bU! looks 
back at our generation's 
good old days—the ‘90s. 


e, 


We remember the 
events, the cartoons, the 
TV hits, the cheap thrills 
and other favorites that 
made the ‘90s the great 
decade that it was. Next 
week, we'll do even more 
remembering—with the 
music, the fashion and 
the memories that 
rocked that decade. 


Don't let your time deposit 
be locked up by maturity dates. 


Doc Martens. 


Tamagochi. Grunge. Presenting the Citibank Withdrawable Time Deposit. 
Alanis Morissette. This is another breakthrough solution from Citibank. It combines 
the best of both worlds: the power of a high-yield time deposit 
Neoprints. Dawson's and the convenience to withdraw anytime. 
Creek. Beavis and . я 
The new Citibank Withdrawable Time Deposit is a one-year term 
Butthead. Lisa Frank. deposit that allows you to break your placement into a maximum 
The Eraserheads. of 10 certificates, with a minimum of P50,000 per certificate. 
Now you can withdraw the amount you need - when you need it. 


" inter i 
Minimum Booking | Interest Rate | on amount withdrawn || 
Amount for 1 year before maturity*** 


P500,000* 7% pam 4% parm 


Visit any of our Citibank branches or call 247-9850 In Metro Manila 
or 234-9037 in Metro Cebu. Log on to www.citibank.com.ph 
Who and what rocked 
your 1990s? E-mail us at 
Ls 2buginquirer.com.ph. ———— 
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By Niño Mark М, Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


IDDIE SHOWS 
during the ’80s were pure 
fun. They were all about 

bright colors, super-entertaining 

fight scenes, cool weapons and 
catchy theme songs. 

When the 90s arrived, cartoons 
started to become more intelligent 
with all their interesting plots and 
witty, quotable lines—all directed 
toyoung viewers. 

Bring out your hankies and get 
ready to do some serious reminisc- 


ing. Here's a long list of shows we 
all love (and miss!) up to this day. 


the delinquent duo and their 30- 
minute show on MTV won a lot of 
young viewers (especially males) 
‘who appreciated sarcasm and wit- 
ty music video comments. Who 
could ever forget Butthead’s laugh 
(or was that Beavis?)? The show 
was so successful it expanded into 
merchandise, a music album (re- 
member “I Got You Babe” with 
Cher?) and even a film. 


Here's a long list of shows we all 


love (and miss!) up to this day 


eteers 1990"—Who could ever 
forget the blue-skinned Captain 
Planet who came out of nowhere 
once the Planeteers extended their 
ringed fingers and shouted: Earth, 
Fire, Wind, Water, Heart!? 

‘Armed with a catchy theme 
song, a UN gathering of environ- 
mentally concemed teeners and 
some interesting villains in neon, 
this show was a huge success with 
kids and teens during the early 
"905. Stars who lent voices to the 
show included Whoopi Goldberg 
as Gaia, Meg Ryan as Dr. Blight, 


‘Skumm and Sting as Alien Zarm. 
“Dexter's Laboratory”—Why 
do we love Dexter? Because he's a 
cute Liliputian redhead whose 
melodramatic lines (in a weird ac- 
cent!) cracked us no end. Oh, his 
inventions, as well as his sister 
Deedee, were adorable, too. 
“Daria”—She may have had 
her own world, but her universe 
also became ours because we to- 
tally related to her. Who didn’t, 
‘when she was an outcast at school, 
she had a popular and cute sister 
and the people around her were 


"Johnny Bravo"—Most famous 
for his signature black shirt 
bulging biceps, up-there ego and 
the coifed pompadour, Johnny 
thought he was God's gift to wom- 
en. It's just that the women didn't 
agree, and this was what made the 
show really hilarious. And Johnny's 
wonderful one-liners, of course. 

“Migraine Boy”—Yet another 
animated gem from MTV, this 
sweet and short suddenly-on-the- 
screen spot featured the adven- 
tures of a little boy who suffered 
from constant headache. He had a 


“Mister Bogus”—What's yellow, 
funny, trouble-prone and just а foot- 
high? Mister Bogus! He was the 
good-hearted gremlin-siash-master 
of disguise who tried his best to help 
around the house, but just ended up 
making things chaotic for everyone. 
Best part of the show? The clayma- 
Чоп bits that were sometimes fun- 
nier than the cartoons. 

"MIVs Celebrity Death- 
match”—Sure, celebrity catfights 
are entertaining, but not as enter- 
taining as this show, where we saw 
celebs battle it out with competition, 


“Captain Planet and the Plan- 


am 


Jeff Goldblum as 


Verminous 


justlike people around us? 


By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


E MIGHT HAVE 
been very busy with 
school during the 


‘90s, but that didn't stop us from. 
grabbing the remote and strain- 
ing our eyes to get as much TV 
booty as we could. 

Most of these gems may have 
ended when the '90s waved 
goodbye, but they'd always be 
on the TV screens of our mind. 

“All That"—A very entertain- 
ng and funny show teeming 
with talented kids, “АЙ That" 
opened doors for its stars includ- 
ing Kenan Thompson, Kel 
Mitchell and Amanda Bynes. It 
was so hilarious it made me sad 
thinking how we couldn't come 
up with something as funny over 

“Ally McBeal”—The dramedy 
series about a lawyer with super 
short skirts might have sadly 
ended, but it left a legacy to all 
its loyal viewers. It made iconic 
(and normal) several things: 
hallucinations, that crazy dane- 
ing baby in diapers, publicly 
dancing to no music and hear- 

ing things. Oh, how we miss all 
of Ally’ officemates! 
"Are You Afraid of the 


than spooky stories every Fi 
day night? This show was all 
about a group called The Mid- 
night Society, the members of 

which met up and took turns 

telling scary stories. Well, 

they didn’t really bring out 

ps, but we re- 


dog named Tylenol. 


ог whoever was available. Pretty 


alized that only when we were 
already grown up. 
“Baywatch”—How to have а 
hit show? Just fill every minute of 
an hour with sexy bodies in 
bathing suits! That's what the 
show did, and it worked for 


them. The series about lifeguards ==" 


patrolling California's beaches in- 
troduced us to the droolworthy 
bods of Pamela Anderson, David 
Charvet and Carmen Electra, 
among others. Just three reasons 
why we watched the show, and 
why we remember it. 

"Beverly Hills 90210"—The 
inspiration behind many Pinoy 
teen series like "TGIS" and 
“Click,” the hugely successful 
show covered a lot of teen issues 
like virginity, friendship, ro- 
mance, personal crises and even 
drug addiction. Although it was 
all about a group of hip teens in 
Beverly Hills (where else?), 
many teenagers from the Philip- 
pines were able to relate to the 
show and its characters. 

“Buffy the Vampire Slayer” 
—A spin-off of the popular 
movie with the same title, the TV 
series got a larger cult following. 
Serious, deep and addicting, the 
science-fiction, _action/adven- 
ture show made sure it also 
touched on teen issues, even ho- 
mosexuality. 

"California Dreams"—This 
semi-forgettable teen series—all 
about a band called The Califor- 
nia Dreams—was just like any 
other show, but it had a very nice 
theme song sung by the band 
members themselves. 

"Charmed"—Thanks to the 


show, everybody wanted to have. 
magical powers and be a witch 
(or a warlock) just like Prue, 
Piper and Phoebe, collectively 
known as the Charmed Ones. 
When Shannen Doherty got 
booted out of the show, her Prue 
character died and was replaced 
by Paige (Rose McGowan). The 
show gained even more loyal 
viewers while the sisters contin- 
ued vanquishing evil. 

“Clueless”—Based on the hit 
movie with the same name, the 
show was all about the teenage 
years of rich girl Cher Horowitz 
of Beverly Hills. Without her 
mother around, she journeys 
through school and teen life 
along with her dad and very 
fashionable friends. Amber а 
great source of quotable quotes, 
‘was one very memorable charac- 
ter. Most of us couldn't relate to 
their shallow concerns (it's a rich 
girl thing), but we undoubtedly 
enjoyed watching how the rich 
did their thing. 

*Dawson's — Creek"—This 
teen-oriented show focused on 


the lives of four friends—Daw- 
son, Joey, Pacey and Jen—and 
their coming-of-age story as they 
experienced love, sex and family 
problems. The show made its 
stars big ones, and its theme 
song a huge hit. 

"Friends"—Half an hour, six 
friends, billions of fans, Enough 
said. We miss it, but reruns are 
still on at Star World. 

"Melrose Place"—Although 
most of us were a little too young 
for this adult version of "Beverly 
Hills 90210" (everyone did ev. 
eryone, for crying out loud!), its 
idiosyncratic characters, impos- 
sible plots and very attractive 
stars made it hard for us to just 
letitpass. 

“My So-Called Life”—Manila 
may hate Claire Danes, but we 
loved her back when she was the 
angsty Angela Chase whom we 
could relate to. The show had a 
loyal following, even if it lasted 
for only one season. 

“Sabrina, the Teenage 
Witch"—Yet another series with 
some magic on it, the show 
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Commercial SUCCESS 


By Bianca Consunji 
201 Correspondent 


HILE CABLE TELEVISION 
has its merits (there are 
hardly any commercials), it 


also has its shortcomings (there are 
hardly any commercials.) It may be a 
relief not to see the same shampoo ad 
three times in a row, but by missing 
ош on the latest marketing gimmicks, 
we miss out on one of the defining 
points of pop culture as well 

1 grew up watching quite a lot of 
shows on local television in the late 
"80 and the 90s, with ABS-CBN be- 
ing my station of choice; it was also 
the station that my grandfather ра- 
tronized. On lazy summer days, 
when we got tired of chasing the dogs 
around the backyard, we would settle 
їп to watch our favorite shows— 
"Home Along da Riles” and 
“Maalaala Mo Kaya" for my lolo 
(though 1 did catch him watching 
"Connie Reyes on Camera" and "Lov- 
ingly Yours" a couple of times), and 
"Sara, ang Munting Prinsesa” for me. 

1 also watched the pre-teen show, 
"Ang TV" As long as it was “4:30 na, 
‘Ang TV’ nal," I dropped everything to 
watch Antoinette Taus, Paolo Contis 
and company crack corny jokes with 
exaggerated gestures and facial ex- 
pressions. However, despite the 
"whole "esmyuskee" phenomenon, 1 
find it difficult to remember anything 
about that show now. But I do re- 
member the commercials that were 
shown in between the gags. 

We watched an insane amount of 
commercials! Since there weren't 
that many channels then, my sisters 


and I didn’t switch even when long, 
boring ones came on. We patiently 
sat and waited for the show to re- 
sume, which would be interrupted by 
yet another string of ads after five 
minutes. The ads were repetitive, and 
some were just plain ridiculous—but 
they stuck. And now, maybe 10 years 
after I first watched those ads, they 
still pop up in my head. 

‘The commercials came equipped 
with cheesy lines and catchy jingles. 
Some lasted, like the Mentos “Fresh 
goes better” series—the number of 
situations you can readily fix with a 
Mentos Fresh Mint is steadily in- 
creasing—but most have gone to the. 
Great Advertising Junkyard in the 
Sky because they have become em- 
barrassingly passé to the public. 


Nano what? 

Does anyone remember the jingle 
for Nano Nano candy? You know, 
sweet, sour and salty—"Nano Nano, 
Nano Nano, Nano Мало!” It was in- 
sanely repetitive, but it worked. The 
kids in my schoo! were singing that 
song for weeks, and I'm sure the 
sales of that candy shot through the 
roof. But afier a while, the candy 
(and the commercial) simply disap- 
peared from the scene. Not for Nips, 
though. Although the song that 
asked you if you “wanna see what 
happens in а bag of Nips” didn't 
make it to the new millennium, the 
chocolate stayed around, at least. 

Songs from the commercials de- 
fined the lifestyle of the early "90s. We 
had the whole rainbow of them, from 
‘Anchor milk, whose executives be- 
lieved that children are the future, to 


Coke, whose head honchos wanted 
to teach the world to sing. "Sabado 
Nights" called for San Miguel beer 
and Ruffa Gutierrez’s mermaid 
singing "Kumukutikutitap" put me off 
Happee toothpaste forever, right up 
there with Beam, Family, and their ac- 
cursed jingles. 

But the award for the Most An- 
noying Toothpaste Commercial jin- 
gle had to go to ZAA Nature's Touch 
Tawas. The ad featured two twins 
singing to each other (with matching 
dance steps) after they had healed 
their mouth sores with the incredi- 
ble magic of the toothpaste. I still 
know the lines by heart to this very 
day and I will never forgive ZAA Na- 
тшге Touch Tawas for that. The 
song goes: 

“ZAA Nature's Touch Tawas 

Laban sa singaw toothpaste! 

Тапа! ang singaw mo, 

safe pa ang ngipin mo!” 

‘The sad thing about the whole af- 
fair is that my mom actually bought 
the toothpaste after seeing the com- 
mercial. 


Annoying ads 

Despite the merciful abolition of 
that ad, not all annoying jingles are 
lost to the world—if you remember 
laughing at the Caronia and Caress 
nail polish ads decades ago, then all 
you need to do is to surf to RPN 9 
and IBC 13 to take a trip down mem- 
огу lane, where you can still “color 
every magic moment” with Caress 
and sing Caronia's incomprehensi 
ble theme song—sadly without 
“Tropang Trumpo's" "chee-ken!" at 
the end it. 


BEST COPY A 


Оп the same channels, you will also 
find the Family Rubbing Alcohol refer- 
ее with his precious Isopropyl that is 
“Di lang pampamilya, pang i-sports 
pa!” And just until recently, when it 
became easier to buy pirated DVDs 
than to rent videos, RA Home Vision 
terrified kids with Из ай of a dark hand 
reaching out to viewers with a stodgy 
voice promoting “videocassette tapes 
of award-winning shows, sports, car- 
toons and more!” while showing clips. 
of "Cleopatra" alternated with “The 
Smurfs.” 

The overall style of television 
commercials has changed greatly 
since I was a kid. Now, Whisper girls 
are perky and decked out in brightly 
colored clothes. Ten years ago, they 
blended into the black background 
in spandex suits and shared the se- 
crer of their leak-free existence in, 
well, a whisper. 

Our generation was defined by 
sound bites from those commer- 
cials—they were quoted, spoofed, 
and integrated into our everyday 
lives. (How many times have you 
been asked to pass the “ketchup 
please, Luis?") You were supposed to 
pipe up with the rejoinder whenever 
someone mentioned a line from a 
particular ad. “Sino best friend mo 
doon?" was answered with "Siyem- 
pre ikaw lang!" 

Even to this day, whenever people 
my age say something that begins 
with "Dear Diary" someone will in- 
evitably continue, “Carlo sat beside 
me today..." 


Thatboy 


1could never forget that commer- 


/AILABLE 


cial ofa girl who chose hotdogs over 
her biggest crush. Of course, for sev- 
eral weeks, whenever I bit into a 
Tender Juicy Purefoods hotdog, 1 felt 
like the girl made the right decision. 
It was an entirely different thing, of 
course, when the sequel came out 
and heartthrob Patrick Garcia 
turned out to be “Carlo.” 

‘There were always happy families 
in the commercials. Families went to 
Jollibee together and flew kites on 
weekends. A typical commercial 
family consisted of loving mom and 
dad, doting ate or kuya, and 
adorable little brother or sister who 
all ended up hugging each other and 
beaming at the camera during the 
last frame of the ad. Dysfunctional? 
It didn't happen—not in commer- 
cials, anyway. 

‘Some ads reminded me of my fam- 
ily, like the Bear Brand (or was it 
Milkmaid?) commercial that showed 
a little girl dancing with her grandfa- 
ther. “Is that you, lolo?" she won- 
dered out loud. “Look at my mole,” 
he said, and she was convinced, nev- 
er questioning him again on the basis 
ofamole. 

We also saw an innocent Van- 
dolph bonding with Dolphy on а 
camping trip by the beach. "Ry, 
ulitin natin ito,” he murmured be- 
fore dropping off to sleep, belly full 
of hotdogs. If all families were like 
the ones we saw on TV—with moms 
equipped with Safeguard соп- 
sciences—then there'd be world 
peace forall, 

‘Things seemed so uncomplicated 
and easy in commercials; even tele- 
novelas were more credible com- 
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Bikini briefs 
What about YC Bikini 


daydreal 


‘We wai 


the undies? Did the clay fi 
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SweeTarts kids finally d 


gruesome and graphic, the cayma- 
[Чоп show was deemed too violent by 
parents, but proved to be a fun- 
watch for a lot of MTV viewers. 
“Power Rangers"—Friday 
nights were much cooler because 
of Mighty Morphin’ Power 
Rangers. We all wanted to be one 
lof the five easy-to-the-eyes teens 
Jwho morphed into warriors and 
protected the world from the 
forces of space witch Rita Repulsa. 
“Sailor Moon"—Channel 5 
dubbed the show in Filipino and 
turned off a lot of pa-sosyal kid- 
dies, but that didn't stop the show 


from winning loyal viewers. The 
big-eyed Japanese schoolgirls (in 
uniform!) who suddenly trans- 
formed into superheroines made 
gure viewers would not channel- 
Surf when they were on. 

“South Park"—Although ani- 
mated, this show was intended for 
adult viewers. Oh, and how adults 
loved it and its foul language and 
adult content. Never mind if the 
animation was so simple. The fact 
that the characters puked and act- 
ed out their hominess made every- 
one stay glued. 

“Teletubbies"—We may not 


have religiously followed it, but 
we saw at least an episode and 
wondered what kind of creatures 
‘Tinky-Winky, Dipsy, Laa-Laa and 
Po were. And while we didn't real- 
ly get to ascertain whether Tinky- 
Winky was gay, the show made a 
lot of kids shut up and behave 
even for just a couple of minutes. 
“The Powerpuff Girls"—Blos- 
som, Buttercup and Bubbles were 
a big hit with the kids who had a 
hard time figuring out who they 
wanted to be among the three big- 
eyed and big-headed super-pow- 
ered girls. We teeners just sat back, 


relaxed and enjoyed the funny ac- 
tion scenes and campy lines. 

"The — Simpsons"—Probably 
the most-loved cartoon series ever 
(and most iconic!), the show intro- 
duced a bunch of characters who 
are all like family to us now. It's 
amazing how lines like "dope" ог 
"eat my shorts" or even the sound 
of a pacifier being sucked on i 
stantly brings the show to mind. 

"Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur- 
tles"—The show was an instant 
hit with the boys, with all the cool 
fight scenes and weapons. Every- 
опе went gaga when Rafael, Do- 
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natello, Michaelangelo апі 
Leonardo (all pizza lovers!) be- 
came available as action figures 
(and the ooze!) in the market. 
“Tiny Тооп Adventures” 
—What made the show a big hit 
‘with the viewers was how the char- 
acters weren't just kiddie versions 
of the originals. They had their 
own unique personalities. And 
thanks to witty lines and interest- 
ing plots, even adults loved the 
show. The cartoon's most memo- 
rable character was probably 
Elmyra, the too affectionate and 
aggressive girl who had a tendency 
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to hug allthe animals on the show. S 
"XMen: The Animated Se- : 
ries" Based on the popular Mar- 
vel comic book of the same name, Г 
the X-Men cartoon wasn't just all} 
about superpowers and kicking‘, 
butt. Its main characters—a group 4 
of mutant teenagers—struck а 
chord with the viewers, because 
they were all social outcasts. Of 
course, all the fight scenes were + 
wonderful, too! Do you remember w 
rushing home just to catch it? 


AIL pictures from www.toonarif- 
iccom 


ev ECT 


| 


Parker—along with his fashion- 
able shirts and frozen yogurt 
with gummi bears—was just ir- 
resistible. І wonder why the 
show didn't turn out to be as 
iconic. 


child Charlie had to take care of 
the rest ofhis sibs after their par- |i 
cents died in a car crash. Left with. | 
А кашык myst n И 
"manage, ‘the: Salingez "family? | 
members stuck with each other. | 
and went through life together. 
Awww. 

“The Х-Рйез”—1©з easy to 
во crazy over the show. It did 
not only tackle several interest- 
ing topics like genetic mutants, 
killer insects and, of course, 
aliens, there was also a roman- 
tic angle between FBI agents 
Fox Mulder and Dana Scully! 
‘This was what probably kept 
viewers hooked. 


| 
ү 
[ 
[ 


mchronized 


PN 9 which Photos from www.tv.com 


was sweet, sharp, soft, chewy, fru 

ог sweet? Did the kid who cried 
“mommy” when he saw the Magno- 
lia ice cream man have a daddy? 
Why did 7-Up drop Fido Dido for for- 
gettable human models? How many 
people have attempted to take the 
Nestea plunge? 

Commercials will never be glori- 
fied in the same way as movies and 
television shows, because many of 
them are sniffed at as profit driven. 
vehicles. And since most of them 
have rather short shelf lives, they are 
forever banished to obscurity after a 
few months or even weeks. 

But you cannot deny that these 
commercials, no matter how de- 
tached from reality they initially 
seem to be, reflect the consciousness 
of a generation at a particular peri- 
od; they reflect the things people ata 
particular time valued most—and 
for the most part, the things that аге 
valued now are the same things that. 
were valued before, although they 
were presented differently—you 
don't get as many jingles now, for 
one thing. 

Although commercials now are 
more sophisticated than they were 
back in the '80s and '90s, they also 
show that things haven't really 
changed much since then. We stil 
want better things than what we ото 
presently have, and commercials || 
Жон ш world where tings are PHILTOWN 
perfect—and we, the gullible con- 
sumers and dreamers, will always be 
willing to go along for the ride. 


hing is in 
ге solved 


By EEI - the country's leading home builders 


Nestled between the elite avenues of the McKinley Road and Emilio Jacinto 
Road at the Bonifacio Global City in Taguig, Fairways Tower is another 
majestic creation built by EEI Corp. that offers the comforts and conveniences 
of home while being near the Makati and Ortigas business districts. 


Please call us at 830-0455 to 57, 890-5711 to 14, 0917-8536539 or email 
us at sales@philtown.net for inquiries. 


Philtown Properties 
Jo REM мамант 


aper Not just condos, Landmarks. 


E-mail the author at biancaconsun- 
Ji@yahoo.com 
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Those unforgettable 
thingamajigs 


By Javier Mata. the time to watch the Cartoon Net- 
20! Correspondent. ‘work, we would see that the fran- 
chise is having a revival of sorts 
Р YOU ARE READING | and TMNT toys are popping up 
this еа Тат assuming again... we can just grin and think Бшш А. 
two things: You live to ourselves that we got those toys TAMAGE 
through the'90s and you were a. pisce uk ahs ba gin 
kid back then, Back then we Y beso much fun? Named after a 
didn't have fancy electronic e Lisa Frank fruit juice whose caps were 
toys and "hip" dolis and action HEROES in a half shell (above); Е sewer ninja turtles were the Originally used to play it, the 
figures like the kids of today апа the colorful world of Lisa must-have of the youth male de- game became so popular that 
now have. Being a kid back Frank (below) mographic, then these rainbow- hundreds of pog milkcaps were 
then was simpler... and 1 dare colored, mascot-inspired prod. designed and collecting them & [9 HAW Flakes 
say more enjoyable. For those of ucts ranging from stationary became just as fun as actually / 
you who spent their adolescent. products to fashion, over. Playingit 
days in the simple 90s, here is a whelmed the girls. Even Coca-cola had a pog 
trip down memory lane. ‘Undeniably feminine in nature Tascotandit became one ofits 
ч їп: and  psychedelically colorful, шой success marketing 
Tamagotchi Tee Mutant Ninja: these pencils/notebooks/plush campaigns. 
‘The virtual pet wasa simple urtles backpacks could be found in ev- _ Today, pogs are hardly seen. 
idea that spawned an almost ir , In the '80s, no self-respecting егу desk of every classroom in ev- ‘You can still find them in niche 
rational craze (and a “hit” boy could do without aG.lJoeac- ery all-girl school. stores and eBay аза blissful re- Я 
song). tion figure. In the 90s these proud The product line was also Minder of the days when we Ж 
Instead of getting a real pet Soldiers of America found them- largely responsible for making didnt need CG graphics to О u n [р ri S 
with all OF He messiness that selves replaced by four mutated some things “girly,” such as uni- KeePushappy 
entails, why not get a simulat- Turtles who lived in the sewers. corns and pandas. м 
ed опе? Almost the same e. What started out as a comic ОР course, being the male еш $ — 
Shonsbilités a virtual ‘life creation spawned a hit cartoon chauvinist pig of a writer that L Taking yous рісше in these If 220! Corr niano. 
Tut Tons OF Die атна OF series, a handfat of movies.. and sm, 1 pr ura | Hine boots has always been || 20 Correspondent What do Texas, 
mortality. lozens of toys action figures that why they were so soughtaf m, but these machines from 
oH shaped gadgets ranged romtheninjaturdes with But 1 sil remember айе: Korea showed us how tuming B коле Lay's anp не Bazooka and Big 


Tamagotchi was in no small way 
responsible for the creation of 
Pokemon, Digimon and other 
“pet” games. r 


were ever dere nnd the sight their standard weapons to vehi- cousin would light up after get- hem into, stickers was even shey's invaded the Philip- P 
WiSendsond strangers check. cles that had sophisticated ting im оша ПЕМ UP after E^. more fun. They peppered every pine junkfood industry, BOY have in 

ing up on their virtual petsto Weaponry like spring-loaded Sore шу пог be as popular as Mal, and the sight of high | children, of the "90s happily 

“nurture” them was... amus- Projectiles and green they were during their peak, bur School and elementary youths || munched away on their friendly common? They 
dig. “sewer goo" that АС you сап аш find them if you hogging them became com. neighborhood sari-sari stores 

Some would argue that the could be lobbed at Жон where to look. my MOnplace, and everything бот | weasures candies and chocolate were our sinful 
devices were not the same аз unsuspecting toys. 2 recla cn notebooks to plastic file cases || bars, crackers and chips, biscuits 
taking care of real pets, but to Leonardo, Michae- F was covered in pictures of faces | and bubble gum. There werecom p| wth 
the kds who didnt have the langelo, Donatello Pogs squeezed їп а few inches. Snacks wit tile inkes inside, Pleasures in the 
ше Or resources to take care and Raphael soon be- ‘who would have With the advent of digital || cookies with colorful icing, and 
ofa real pet, these litle things Came household “> guessed that flip. cameras and cell phones with || popsicles you had to share with a innocent past 
Зете a godsend (and nota few лате. К was them, Neoprint has faded into || friend. And the best part of expe- 
of then grew attached to the ће toy craze : fad heaven, but they will forev- j| riencing the junk food rush was 
ымны. ofthe uns. SI : НЕ ex be known as the symbol of || this: for P20 or less, you were 

“Even today the concept of Today if us See л We friendships formed and kept in || guaranteed to have a feast be- 
virtual pet remains—after all, old boys took Veg s tween your sticky fingertips. 

Texas, Bazooka and Big Boy 
bubble gum. We loved Texas be- 
cause it was softer than the other 
brands, and it stayed sweet for a 
long time, and we loved Bazooka 
for the comic strips inside the 
wrapper. But we loved Big Boy 
the best because, really, who can 
ever forget that commercial? All 
; ; together now, "Big big gum, for 
Move farther into a bigger world. pontes 

Cheezels and Chickadees. 
They didn't really taste any differ- 
ent from the usual corn snacks, 
but they won our hearts because. 
they had toys inside: temporary 
tattoos and those icky things that 
would grow when you sub- 
merged them in water. They also. 
had the Hop 'n' Pop, which, ac- 
cording to one of my friends “was 
a disaster waiting to happen be- 
cause it looked like something 
grownups use; something little 
Kids should know absolutely 
nothing about.” 

Pritos Ring. The fun was in 
putting one ring on each finger 
before eating them up. The fun 
stopped when you accidentally 
bit yourself and ended up bawb- 
ing your lungs out. 

White RabbitandJoy,akathe our chocolate fix from these 
whistle candy. Simply because oldies-but-goodies. 
the idea of edible paper and can- Бапа softdrinks. We insisted 
dy that creates noise appeals o On drinking nothing else, but 
children ofall ages. these, refusing to acknowledge 

Teed Gem Biscuits. The cookie that the orange one tasted exactly 
part tastes like Marie biscuits, like Royal Tru-Orange and the 
В o and the icing part tastes like the lemon one tasted exactly like 

sepa IM * g candy flowers in our birthday Mountain Dew. 

DL cakes. The different colors of the М№апо-Мапо. The jingle says it 
ig were a definite plus. ali. 

Туой and Coney Island ice _ So. Paging all junk-food manu 
cream. Tivoli's Fumwich gave us facturers! Spare us from over. 
Sady fingers and chocolate priced potato chips and overrated 
stains on our white uniforms, but ice cream, please. If we plan to 
since it was incredibly yummy, we adapt an unhealthy lifestyle by 
didn’t care about the mess (or, at bingeing on food with zero nutri- 
least, not until our mothers start- tional value, we don't want to 
ed scolding us). We miss Coney splurge. The way we see it, we 
islands pistachio amd bubble want neither our stomachs nor 
gum-flavored ice cream. our wallets to be empty. In our 

Nips. Smarties were "cooler" world, these cheap thrills will al- 
than Nips because they came іп ways rule. Always. 
tubes, but we loved the latter be- А 
cause they made a rainbow Email the author at muy- 
(chocolate Nips), a choco rain. acaramella@yahoo.com 
bow—and they colored all the 
flowers, and painted the trees, 
too. These tiny candy-covered 
chocolates were such a big part of 
A our life that they even became an 

Asia Meier. acronym for something else: Not. 
I In Proper Seat. 
t's а big world out there -- so it's nice to know that you can reach it all. Fly the world's best Snacku. We were such good 
little boys and girls back then. 
See? We ate our veggies without 
aitline" through the world’s best airport** to over 90 international destinations. Cathay Pacific makes putting upa fight. 

Haw Flakes, Because we were 
still too young to take Commu- 
nion, we got someone to play the 
priest and lined up in front of him 
ГЕРОЕ АР ‚©. so we could stick out our tongues 
gw amen а and receive our Haw Flakes. And, 
surprise suprise, they actually 
tasted like bread and winet 

Brown Cow and Horlicks. Be- 
iles Yi 208 tpn be Yo 205 pare fore Hershey's, there was Brown 

х = + №. 1 CATHAY PACIFIC Cow. Before Ovaltine and Oval- 
www.cathaypacilic.com teenies, there were Horlicks and 
Airline of the Year 2005 Horlicks Malties. We miss getting 


thay Pacific moves you to over 90 destinations worldwide. 


pore 


т: 
$- 


the world a little smaller and a lot more comfortable. 
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заманага] 


ne GIS shaped 
the 


Who would have = enS а S named 
Dolly would alter the course of science? 


By Gmeleen Faye B. 
Tomboc 
2bU! Correspondent 


N THE ‘90S, 
Г kids 

fiddled with 
Tamagotchis or 
went around the 
block. in 
rollerblades, 
adults and teens 
were glued to 
the television 
watching events 
unfold. 

Some of these 
would alter the 
course of history; 
some would end up 
mere fodder for gos- 
sip. But for better or 
for worse, they 
changed the world as 
we knew it. 


1990 

Теп- to 12-hour 
brownouts. Who 
could forget the 
blackouts that rude- 
y interrupted 
episodes of "Anna 
Luna?" Every house- 
hold in the Philip- 
pines snapped up 


EVENTS/D3 


Rung Ret EAE CHO 


CPiandié. 


GREENBELT GREENHILLS 
816.3884 / 816.4002 722.6614 / 722.6615 
SALCEDO LIBIS * 
437.7021 / 437.7028 
DEL MONTE 
413.7183 /413.7192 
SAN JUAN 

726.1084 / 727.2196 


B 3 


30% 
OFF 


ON SELECTED 
SERVICES 


817.8770 / 817.2959 
AYALA AVENUE 
751.9560 / 751.9561 
TIMOG 

927.3448 / 411.8728 


ied apples o ea 8 


| Shorea саа 


каке н. Eten feedbacks 
inquirer Ме пата Слутеззае 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (таг) 


Banco de Oro 
Rockwell Branch 


Store no.. 103-1, R-1 Level 
Power Plant Mall, Rockwell Center 
Amapola cor. Estrella St., Makati City 


TEL NOS. 899-1489; 899-14! 
899-6196 


BANKING HOURS: 


9:00am - 6:00pm 


MONDAYS - SATURDAYS 


матык SM Group ot 
Member FOC, Moenum 


рт 


ШИЕ ——— 


МЕСИ. лент сыный 


URLIIITED. 
PI.O0/min starting on the 


601 pm - 1159 pm Dorn i 
iar acon arse. 


12 midnight to 6:00 pm 


ALL DAY, RLL RIGHT UNLIMITED. 


FOXTROT 
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СОМ! 


BY BILL AMEND 


WHY THE SUDDEN 
URGE To WRITE А 


AND HE WAS SAYING 
THAT BASICALLY IT'S 
ALL RIGHT IF A MEMOIR 
ISNT ENTIRELY 100 
PERCENT ACCURATE. 


fo) 


CRelief =н 


A.LIPIN 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


MAGTATAG PA 
БИА NG TROIKA. 


BYTOM ARMSTRONG 


lr SAYS HERE THE AVERA 
ып 


Е DOG SLEEPS 
1470 16 


YOU'RE AN 
OVERACHIEVER 


BABY BLUES 


[Runs foe te BeEnErAST | 
IN вером, Bur Т Тиме 

WE SHOULD hu, GO BACK TO 
COL 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


NAGING MASUNURIN 
KONG ANAK DAHIL 


BY PM. JUNIOR 
тема моко! 


T mera senon D NE 
MAPAN BENON TO ME F 


OH, TRY IT, 

MoocH~ IT'S 
NEW AND y 
IMPROVED; 


mcm] Ренн 


DIVINE COMEDY 


THe Ра 
You ч 


So TINY! WHAT 
НАРРемер? 


F surer p! чооке [CAP*AiN FLoogaRoo HAS But Not to wong. 
once г REGAIN мч 
seur-esteem UL 


WER to LAUGH At 
L Чоо Feet 
Be Bis AGAIN. 


(OH, 4oU PitiFUL, 
PUNY THING 


PAGKATAPOS 
NG LABAN NI 
PACQUIAO, 
TUMAWAG SA 
KANYA ANG 
PRESIDENTE 
PARA SYA AY 
CONGRATULATE 


HOROSCOPE : 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're a fascinating 


erson. You lead an interesting life because you're interested-in many 


thing and many people. (Pus, youe inteligent) You bave high dels and a finely tuned nervous system. Most of 


you are unusual 
important. 


Birthdate of: Robert Burns, Scotish 
ARIES (March 21 to 

(QN nenas 
restless today. Actually 

you feel independent 

And rebellious! Perhaps 

someone challenges your beliefs (re 
ligious or political). Don't take the 


bait. 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
ег people's money or the 


мау 20): Stay on top of 
your bank account to- 
day. Surprises with oth- 


resources of others are 


possible. Take caution against losing 
money. However, you might also 
find some! 


iy talented. In the year ahead, expect increased solitude so that you can learn or study something 


poet; Corazon Aquino, 
GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Partners are a 
bir feisty today (You 
might be too.) This 
could be because some- 
опе catches you off guard about 
something. Basically, its a minor 
thing—let it go. 
CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Computer fail- 
lures, power outages, 
lost items and surprise 
news could affect your 
workday. You might also 
learn something unexpected related. 
to your health. Relax-—its minor. 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Trafic eps 


7 Doggsh. 
comment 


ло Eastern 
Tursemald 


14 Not so tough 


15 Chou Em 
16 Маву post 


17 Cenain culinary 
comest 


19 Speech 
therapist's 


concern 


20 Refrigerant gas 
21 Lacking interest 


23 Make co 
thers 


25 Falmess.in- 
ing eters 


26 Turkish te 
21 New York 


дег 
29 Émbxoldery tke 


lapesty 
32 Mileage 
recorder 


34 Orginal 
35 Occupied 
36 Fairy queen 
38 Caesar's 


By Alan Е Parish 
Mentor, OH 


з ажей 
тава 

4 ügreme ln 

а Viscous laud 

4 Возот sate 

5 мое 
Seres мүр 

s Gea Jag 

53 Mares на 

54 ASCAP ЫШ 

55 Map feature 

БЕ 

отд. 
пое сін 
Yer 

вз Sn opening 

54 Borer pom 
био 
Gonzalez 

вв Meas carer 


87 Tennyson's 
Seg 

ва Command 

89 "Ed Wood! sur 

70 FICAdunder 

71 Pastry shells 


DOWN 
1 Lowy worker 
2 Nect val 


copiers 
5 Like Simba 
6 No-seats 
avaiable 
leters 
тс 
в Pameto of 
baseball 
ГЕЛ 
30 Up toi 
11 Fru сокай 
12 Select for duty 
13 Cool dude 
18 — Abdul- 
Jbber 
22 вре 
24 Par of ВА 


40 Shatner novel 
“Wer 


п 
ol 
[3 
1 


41 Application 

43 French cere 

44 Coates again 

46 Аз abbr. 

47 1984 Roy 
Orison| 

48 Moved upward 

48 “Lawrence of 
Araba" sur 


50 Subordinate 
bureaucrat 

51 Urban centers 
56 Benelactor Yale 
58 Lond a hand. 
59 Мите Ferber 
61 Enormous * 
62 Picnic Invaders 
65 Opening leners 


former Philippine president; Alicia Keys, R&B diva. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Surprise firtations 
will please you today. 
Parents should be 
watchful over children 

because itis a mildly accident-prone 

day. However, you're full of creative 


ideas. 
Row. Small appliances 


б) Or little items could 


breakdown or suddenly need repair 
Unexpected company might be on 


your doorstep. 
might be because you 


feel independent, or it 


might be just a restless, nervous im- 

pulse. Ies OK. Be who you are. 

e for your home or for a 
family member today 


(impulse shopping is irresistible.) 
‘What you buy will probably please 


you. 

* Sf good fortune. it 

makes a gentle aspect to 

Neptune, which makes you feel ten- 

der-hearted to others. (That's nice.) 
Extend a helping hand if you can. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Minor sur- 
prises at home are likely 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): You want to do your 
Own thing today It 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You want to 
buy something beautiful 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): The Moon 
is still in your sign today, 
giving you a slight edge. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 

SN) io Jan, 19): You сап 

definitely enjoy some 

Solitude in pleasant sur- 

Toundings today You 

need time by yourself to sort things 
ош and pull your act together. 

female friend in particu- 


2 lar аге rewarding today. 


Alternatively, someone also might 
ask you for help. If so, you feel will- 
ing to act. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Discussions 
with friends, perhaps а 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): People see 


MIKROKOSMOS 


тоюма LINGO, 
NAGSWI- эммміма Ako 
SA PUBLIC мА SWIMMING 
Pool PARA SA 
EXERCISE, 


HINO! NALIGO 


БАРІ. MALAY Mo, 


MSA KASABAY Mo! 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 


E мА &\мїк-ко NG 


Уш "SABADO , DUN NA DIRETSO 


15K hog. SIGE NA 

Mio "LA Lin. NAGO- 
слона KASI AKO CV. 
MAPAPAISIP LANG NGASO 
мо MGA BAGAY- BAGAA 
MANALO BA TALAGA KA- 
RELASYON ко? PARANG. 

BASTA. MAGULO LANG 

UTAK ко лом п, 


SN 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


V mero ico persoun 
TEST SA SARIL KO SA той 
Саил Ри. тац THINS. 
бали Kam AED us FRED 
Gui A Kaa Ko IBIGAY 


канаа ‘SUNG CRISPY на 
ВИСЯТ ooh’ maa ко тш. 
TOMS аши. 
EE 
7 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


HMP” AKALA NG JOWANG “YAN, 
HND KD SIVA MAHUHULING 
VIN SNA KAGABI” NAG- 


MAy ARMSA ) 


бт 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


BUMUNOT KOL ЕНЕ. 
MAGBONOT A ЫА 
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Eh XD. 


© Tobey 


vents that shaped | 
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US army tanks traverse the Iraqi desert. 


rechargeable lamps or generator sets to ease 
the misery. 

Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. On Aug. 2, 
1990, Saddam Hussein sent 700 tanks and 
100,000 soldiers to invade Kuwait. Panic 
buying ensued, and every mother in the 
country filled up her kitchen cabinet with 
sardines and cooking oil. 

Germany's reunification. East Germany 
‘was incorporated into West Germany on Oct. 
3, 1990. 

The Hubble space telescope. At a cost of 
'USS2.5 billion, the Hubble Space Telescope 
was launched into orbit on April 24, 1990. 

А 7.8 earthquake. The great temblor of 
July 16, 1990, reduced Baguio City’s Hyatt 
Hotel into a pile of rubble. Cabanatuan City 
and Dagupan City were similarly devastated. 
‘Around 5,000 people died or were injured. 
Damage to property amounted to P108. 


1991 

Iraq's defeat. On Jan. 17, The US-led Op- 
eration Desert Storm against Iraq started the 
year with a bang. Iraq's Scud missiles were 
то match against American smart bombs and 
stealth aircraft. After 100 hours of ground 
fighting, Kuwait was liberated. 

Yugoslavia's break-up. Croatia and 
Slovenia declared their independence from 
Yugoslavia on June 25, 1991. The Serbs and 
the Macedonians soon created their own re- 
publics. Millions lost their lives or were up- 
rooted from their homes in a phenomenon 
that became known as “ethnic cleansing.” 

The Soviet Union's dis- 
integration, After three gems; 

Baltic states left the Soviet f 7 
Union, Russia, Ukraine and 

Belarus signed an accord |", | 
dissolving the Soviet Union |. 

on Dec. 8, 1991. On Dec.'26, $ 

the highest governmental 
body of the Soviet Union 
dissolved itself. With the US 
remaining as the only super- 
power, the Cold War also 
came to a close. 

Mt. Pinatubo's eruption. 
This voleano had been dor- 
mant for 600 years when it 
began acing up in April 
1991. After some minor 
emissions, it erupted catastrophically on 
June 15. Central Luzon was devastated by la- 
har and pyroclastic flows in what was touted 
as the world’s largest eruption in over 50 
years. Ashfall was recorded in as far away as 
‘Cambodia and Malaysia. 


1992 

‘The European Union's creation. Mem- 
bers of the European Community signed the 
Maaschricht Treaty on Feb. 7, 1992, leading 
to the creation of the European Union and 
the euro. 

Ramos as president. You might have 
been too young to vote then, but chances are, 
you had bugged your parents to vote for 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago. Regarded as ће 
choice of the youth, Miriam lost by less than 
a million votes to Fidel Ramos in the May 11 
polls. Joseph Estrada was handily elected 
vice president. 


1993 
The birth of Pentium. Pentium, Intel's 
fifth generation microprocessor, was first 
shipped on March 22, 1993. Originally, it 
was called 80586 or i586 as a successor to 
the 486 line, but it 
was named Pentium 
зо it could be trade- 
marked. 
The Lorena Bob- 
ыш incident. Who 
could forget Lorena 
Bobbitt? Claiming to 
be a battered wife, =» mim 
she cut off her hus- Lira. 


band's penis with а THE ERUPTION of Mount 
kitchen knife on the world temperature by about 0.5 degrees 


night of June 23. She 

would later be ad- Сенін. 

judged “not guilty,” while her husband be- 
came a porn star with his surgically reat- 
tached appendage. 


1994 

Miss Universe’ in the Philippines. De- 
spite criticism from feminists and concerns 
over the use of government funds, the Philip- 
pines spread out the welcome mat for stat- 
luesque beauties from all over the world. 
Miss India Sushmita Sen dazzled the crowd 
when she declared that motherhood was the 
essence of being a woman. She got the 
crown, 

MMFF scandal, Months later, a Miss Uni- 
verse candidate would figure prominently in 
the Metro Manila Filmfest scandal. Miss 
Mauritius Viveka Babajee announced Ruffa 


THE LIVING saint succumbed 
toaheartailmentin 1997. 


Gutierrez as Best Actress during the awards 
night, then handed over to her co-presenter 
an envelope containing the name of Aiko 
Melendez, the real winner, saying “Take it, 
take it.” Later, Nanette Medved and Gutier- 
rez announced that Gabby Concepcion was 
the Best Actor, instead of Edu Manzano. 


1995 

Pope John Paul IPs Manila visit. Despite 
terrorist threats, the Pope flew to Manila for 
the World Youth Day ceremonies. He went 
around town in a bullet-proof glass vehicle, 
dubbed the Popemobile. His closing Mass on 
Jan. 15 drew five million people, considered 
until now as the largest papal gathering in 
the history of Roman Catholicism. 


1996 

APEC leaders’ summit. Оп Nov. 22 and 
23, heads of 18 nations around the Pacific 
gathered in Manila for the 8th Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Ministerial Meeting. 
Opulent villas were constructed in Subic for 
the brief stay of these presidents and prime 
ministers. Later, President Clinton and Presi- 
dent Ramos, along with all the other heads 
of State, donned barong Tagalogs for the cer- 
emonial picture-taking 


1997 

Dolly, the cloned sheep. Dolly could have 
been just any other ewe, except that she was 
the first mammal to have been successfully 
cloned from an adult cell. Her birth was an- 
nounced on Feb. 22, 1997. 

Hong Kong handover to 
China. At the stroke of mid- 
might on July 1, the last 
British governor’ left the 
Crown Colony ending 156 
years of British rule, and left 
Hong Kong to the People's 
Republic of China. China 
promised to abide by a "One 
Country, Two Systems" policy 
until 2047. 

Pathfinder’s Mars land- 
ing. А tiny remote-controlled 
rover landed on Mars on July 
4. Considered a low-cost 
spacecraft, it beamed back in- 
formation on the atmosphere, 
climate and geology of the Red Planet. 

The Asian financial crisis. The value of 
Thailand's baht dropped dangerously in July. 
The Indonesian rupiah and the Malaysian 
ringgit followed suit. In the Philippines, the 
peso-dollar exchange rate soon fell from P26 
toa dollar to P38. Stock markets all over Asia 
plunged as real estate prices nosedived. 
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Moham- 
mad would publicly blame currency specula- 
tor George Soros for the crisis. 

Princess Diana's death. Her story had all 
the makings of a fairy tale. Married to Prince 
Charles in a lavish ceremony televised world- 
wide, Princess Diana was noted equally for her 
charity work and for her scandal-plagued mar- 
riage. Often called the most photographed per- 
son in the world, she met her untimely demise 
in Paris, France, on Aug. 31. 

Mother Teresa’s passing. Just a few days 
after Princess Diana's death, Mother Teresa 
died at age 87. An Indian Catholic nun of Al- 
banian origin, she garnered the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1979, and was often called the Liv- 
ing Saint for her work among the poor. 


Erap's presidency. 
Оп May 11, Joseph 
Estrada became the 
13th President of the 
Philippines, beating 
out rival José de 
Venecia by six million 
votes. On his inaugu- 
ration, he vowed, 

; “Walang kamag- 
anak, walang kum- 
pore, walang kaibi- 
gan." Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo also took 

her oath as vice president. 


1999 

East Timor's bloody struggle. A Por- 
tuguese colony for 400 years, East Timor was 
seized by Indonesia in 1976. On Aug. 30, 
1999, 78.5 percent of the population voted 
to secede from Indonesia. Massacres and ri- 
ots erupted, and UN peacekeepers were 
called in to restore order. 

Y2K bug panic. Doomsayers predicted 
that the eve of Jan. 1, 2000, would be the 
end of the world. For the whole year of 1999, 
everyone scrambled to make computers Y2K 
compliant. Fortunately, fears of Armageddon 
turned out to be unfounded, and the world 
ushered in the new millennium in relative 
peace. 
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Start your New Үеаг'$ 
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YU 


M 
Ра January 16-ҒеЬги8 
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toss strips of tuna and salmoÑ 
mixcd with shredded vegetables 
and a variety of sauces and 
condiments as you call out ‘lo hei. 
Enjoy this colourful, tasty and 
auspicious festive food 

at Xin Tian Di 


Lunch 
1:30 AM-2:50 PM 


CELEBRATION HIGHLIGHTS 


* Grand Opening with Lion Dance 
11:00 АМ-12:00 NN, January 27 | 


* New Year's Eve Gala Dinner 
January 28 


Get ony of these selected HP Printers ond get o chance lo 

win gadgets galore in HP Printer Go Go Gadgets promo’ 

Print documents even without а PC, scan, copy, power 

fax ond even print photos in one compact machine with the 

loaded with brilliant P16,190 | ANMAT 2610 
Vivere inks, you're sura to gel larger than life. 
And since it comes with HP's 
‘easy home network solutions, you con enjoy the benefits of a 
network printer in no time at alll Plus, get о chance to win a 
Compaq Presario M2215 Notebook, HP iPAQ rx1950 Pocket 
PC, Nokio 6270 cellphone, Apple iPOD Nano 20В or a Sony 
Digital Camera T5 for every purchase of selected HP Printers” 

imber 21, 2005 to February 28, 2006. 


HP Photosmart 2610 All-in-One. 


from this amazing All-in-Oni 


to 


& 


for reservations, call 633-7222 local 7240 


CS} CROWNE PLAZA o 
Ortigas cor. Asian Development Bank Ave., Quezon City, Philippines 1100; 
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INCE'I STARTED MY 

"controversial" Obagi regi- 

men, I've been convinced 
that step-by-step skincare sys- 
tems may, in fact, work better to a. 
degree because ‘each product 
(cleanser, toner, etc.) ig designed 
to work in conjunction with the 
rest, : 

The ingredients fourid in the 
products within a "set! work in 
synergy and, therefore, lessen the 
risk of bad reactions that incom- 
patible ingredients may bring 
about. 

Depending on your own зїп 
concerns, from acne-busting to 


te 


exfoliating to whitening, the 
‘many promising skincare systems 
available in the market today will 
definitely do your complexion 
good. And because they come to 
suit every budget, you can bet 
there is one that's perfect for you. 

Murad Acne Complex. Don't 
get startled if your dermatologist 
prescribes this brand the next 
time you come whining about our 
need for an effective anti-acne 
regimen. Most skincare profes- 
sionals have this tried-and-tested 
brand on top of their commercial- 
Ту sold product ist. 

The potent sulfur-salicylic acid 


Your new home is 
closer than you think. 


10.25% 


11.00% 


P10,322 


11.25% 


Р10,493 


11.50% 


Р10,665 


fer Globe and other users. 


ou are invited fi 
Sunday 
ja! the Cor 


“From February f 


+ Rates apply only for new loan releases where purpose is acquisition, 
Construction or refinancing. Rates are subject to change without prior notice 


"for every loan ainount of P1,000,000 with a 20-year loan term. 


Call 865-8742 or text PSBANK HOME AD <your name> «your landline nos» 
our email address» then send to 391-772 for Smart or 0917-890-2327 
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tandem is bound to kill off the 
major causes of zit attacks, result- 
ing in clearer skin—fast. And be- 
cause of the controlled amount of 
medication found in this system, 
the risk of allergies and side ef- 


Depending on 
your own skin 
concerns, the 
many promising 
beauty sets in the 
market today will 
definitely do your 
complexion good 


of Dancing 2 World Тоц) 


Paul van Dyk 


World trade Center 


buendia corner raras boulevard pasay ciy 


Tor more vio сай 
S537 r Б96БОТЗ, 
ЧАПА 


every purchasegpf a prom gown at the giis 6л: wear dep! 


fects is practically nonexistent. 

especially like the Perfecting 
Lotion, which I recommend you 
use even on clear days to prevent 
new breakouts from forming and 
to keep skin smooth and free of 
discoloration. 

The Body Shop Vitamin E. If 
you're more on the dry, flaky side 
ofthe skin type spectrum, go fora 
nourishing (not oily!) system in- 
stead of loading up on your 
mom's rich night creams. The 
Body Shop's Vitamin E system 
lends a comfortable softness to 
skin without causing a grease 
overload. My favorite from this 
system is the Gel Toner, which is 
all I need for a smoother makeup 
application on days when I don't 
feel like slapping on moisturizer. 

Ponds White Beauty. Skincare 
classic Ponds once again has con- 
sumers lining for its new whiten- 
ing line, now buffed up with a 
whitening toner that doesn’t 
leave skin painfully parched and 
peeling. 

Without the use of risky 
bleaching agents, Ponds pro- 
motes whiter and fresher skin 
with all-natural vitamins and a 
micro-exfoliating mechanism to 
rid your complexion of dulling 
dead cells and debris, but without 
the ugly, visible peeling. 

Murad Energizing Complex. 
Another all-time fave from Dr. 
Howard Murad, this 
pomegranate-based skin system 
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MURAD's Energizing 
Pomegranate 
Cleanser 


MURAD Acne 
Complex kit 


eMe 


i асы, 


promotes а quicker, more effec- 
tive cell turnover, thus keeping 
skin tits freshest and youngest. 

The system literally “wakes 
up” your skin with fruit acids and 
energizes with enzymes while si- 
multaneously protecting the new 
cells from damage. It's a multi 
tasking regimen perfect for rela- 
tively good skin that needs an ex- 
tra health boost. 


Murad at Essenses, Rustans 
Makati; The Body Shop at major. 
malls; Ponds at PCX and other 
health and beauty stores. 


Е-тай the author at lora ga- 
hol@yahoo.com 


DEPARTMENT STORE 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2006 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
ES you fo be 
E 


Textusyour feedback: 
Inquirer е mamejageferyíressage to 
нег ЖО; (obe) or 283 (Smart) 


Js your Jove story, 
‘exctraordrary? 


ls it a story of fate and destiny? Were there obstacles and villains and " " for your 


action scenes? Is it movie-worthy? Will you make people swoon and wish for their d bank ng needs 
own romantic tale? Are you à ___ 

and your beloved still T "s Banco de Oro 

Gil Puyat Branch 


together? 
E Ground Floor, Union Ajinomoto Bldg. 
Then 2bU! wants to hear Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City 


from you. TEL. NOS, 895-0471; 890-6546; 895-8661; 896-4843 


n 895-1183; 890-6352; 890-665 
Write your story, draw it, film f^ i à 


it, even sing it—it's totally up to. BANKING HOURS: 


you. Be as creative as you can. es m 9 : 00am 2 6:00pm 


Send your extraordinary love MONDAYS - FRIDAYS 
story to conteste bu 

inquirer.cam ph or mail it to 

bU! Love Stories, Philippine 

Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 

Ave. corner Yague and 

Mascardo Sts., Makati City. 

Our chosen couples will win. 

spectacular Valentine | On January 27, 2006, ; 


Friday at 6:00PM 


packages from 2Б0! 


Furniture Transporter. Moving Art Gallery. Family Reunion Place. 


Theater Props Conveyor. Marriage Proposal Venue. Laundry Basket. 

Band Equipment Hauler. Gym Locker. Pillow Fight Arena. Golf Cart. 

Bed and Breakfast. Grocery Cart. Surfboard Storage. Giant Cubbyhole. 

Star-gazing Location. Phone Booth. Baby Mover. Camping Grounds. 

Picnic Area. Library. Resthouse. Playground. Lounge. Prayer Room. 
' Salon. Love Nest. Kennel. 

Lunchroom. School Bus. 

Spa. Powder Room. 

Walk-in Closet. 


Delivery Van. 
Dining Room. 
Office. Study. 
Romantic Getaway. 


Because it’s a Wagon. CHEVROLET 27 OPTRA WAGON 


“Anything goes with thé now Chevrolet Optra Wagon, Enjoy the oreature comforts and smooth ride of the Optra sedan plus tho 
practioality of в station wagon, Revel in its newly developed gray interiora and motallio instrument panel trim, And with 60:40 | 
aplit-folding rear backseat, tonneau cover and cargo organizer ~ why, you oan even take the kitohen sink with you. 
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COMMUNITY. | INNOVATIONS 
newest projéct, The? Columns 
Legazpi Vilage, will have its grand 
public debut at $ pin. today amidst 
“good music dnd flowing cocktails at 
Glorietta Activity Center in Makati. 
Dubbed "Style 'n Everything,” the 
event is agslebration of what’ like 
10 live within reach: of everything 
that makes е exciting and pleasur- 
able! Located in the heart of the so- 


ciakand creative hub that is Makati, 
‘The Columns provides residents а 
place ro socialize, stay fit and relax. 

Alivélynumber by Bo Razon and 
bossa dancers kicks off the celebra- 
tion as hosts Vince Hizon and wife 
Patricia Bermudez formally wel- 
‘come the crowd. 

Community Innovations president 
Bobby Dy then takes the podium and 
talks about the project and the driving 


For inquiries, call 888-0000, email cii-salesC'ayalaland com pti 
or visit ww communityinnovations com ph Model units are avail- 


able tor viewing daily at the 3rd 


level of Giorietta 3, Ayala Centes, 


from 10 am. to 8 p.m. (Sunday to Thursday), 10 am. to 9 pn. (Friday 


and Saturday). 


Community Innovations 15 


an Ayala land company that | 


саз 19 young urban acklovers. It bultas alanced, harmo- | 
£ mous communities with a sense of fun, where the living ene- 
£ rience enhances the lifestyles and fulfill the aspirations of | 


Interior designers at the 3rd level of 
Glorietta 3. > 

The event ends with guests, 
‘prospective buyers and investors, ав. 
‘well as péople who made the project 
possible: interior designers, suppli- 
е, contractors, and Community În- 
povations and Ayala Land gxecu. 
tives giving a toast to The Columns 
Legazpi Village 


Legazpi village 
AYALA AVENUES REAL ESTATE PHENOMENON THAT 
logged many firsts in the industry is back, this time at another 
Bid location the soda and creative hub of Makati Legal 
[o 

A reincarnation of the wildly successful The Columns Ayala 
‘Avenue, The Columns Legazpi Village offers those who missed 
out on the experience of owning a home at the first Columns: 
ance to segue а unit at Legazpi Villages newest highrise: 
development : 

‘The stately 41-storey two-tower residential structure at the 
corner of Arnaiz Avenue (formerly Pasay Road) and Amorsólc 
Sees dove to 800 fresh new residential units in a high- 
ly strategic location. 

Beyond the prestige, it's the lifestyle 

More than xa presiiou address, The Columns Legazpi 
уйшде wil be bate around the young urban achieve 
archetype: highly driven and hardworking yet socially active. 
Community Innovations, Ayala Land's fully-owned ; subsidiary 
and the moving spirit behind The Columns project decided 
that an accessibly priced dwelling, that allows the young and 
dynamic Makati set to live in close proximity to the workplace 
and to places of leisure, is the key to attracting this market. 

While it's still within walking distance to the dynamic and 
corporate districts, The Columns Legazpi Village is nestled in 
ашды of the aves best boutiques, up bars, cosmopolitan 
sae are, duain shops, рай, a church, a dance studio, and 
a university, giving young Makati professionals eclectic op- 
tions for after-work or weekend exploits. 

Fresh nen сш 

Aside from the regular flats and studios, The Columns 
Legazpi Village also boasts loft-style and bi-level units that 
Community Innovations sees as the ideal dwelling: choice for 
the young and dynamic Makati urbanite. Lofts and bi-levels 
offer flexible space, which can be defined in a lot of ways. The 
high ceilings and large windows let in a good dose of natural 
light and offer a great view of the city; and the concrete, steel 
d йш complement enc other ro create an aura of soph 
cation and ultramodern living. 

Enges or young couple саа tke their pick from studios or 
1-bedroom loft. Young families would fit in nicely into spa- 
cious 2-bedroom units ranging from the single level 2-bed- 
тош uisto a2 bedroom Ifv/Blevel unit 

Vertical vilage 

A stately two-tower тинге bearing the trademark al- 
minum renditions of bamboo artwork on its façade, The 
Columns Legazpi Village is envisioned to be a high-rise village. 
‘Apart from city club-like amenities, it will also have an open 
апа сыза of shops, restaurants and cafe with al fes- 
co dining at the ground floor. 

Wii. Makas sem are constant in flus, inside The 
colin lens are in their own private heaven. Entering 
Strand roli one will be struck by the Ze inspired nter 
от design concept that makes use of open lounge areas with 
natural ventilation. 

Stretching across the two towers on the 7th floor is the 
2,700-square meter Recreational Club, which will provide res- 
idents a place to socialize and relax. The area will feature the 
Жанша Hb" а aS0aqunre meter center, which В more than 
twice the size of typical fimess centers of urban condomini- 
ums, divided into "wet" and "dry" floors. The sauna and masi» 
sage parlors will comprise the former, while the exercise and! 
statis area will make up the acer 

"The Recreational Club will also have a kiddie pool and a” 
day care center manned by efficient childcare experts, making 
‘The Columns a kid-friendly investment. Adjacent to the kiddie 
pool is the luxurious 25-meter lap pool for adults. There will 
also be indoor and outdoor play areas, function and guest. 
Tooms,a jogging trail and a sun deck, 

With the residents safety and convenience as its primary 
concern, Community Innovations made sure that the two 
шша have passed the same rigorous quality control sys- 
tem that has become the trademark of all their projects. The 
Columns’ enhanced security features as well as energy saving 
design are industry firsts. 

‘The new Columns redefine the concept of living within 
ones means, Whether it’s a 1-bedroom flat or a bi-level unit, 
these private areas offer a place to party, relax or work out = 
эй great, unobstructed c views. 
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is Makati, The Columns 
provides residents a place to 


socialize, stay fit and relax 
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Designed to make the 

dream of owning a posh A 5 
шо кыр Community Innovations 

hame at The Columns Live the ie you deserve 


ačéessible to young й 
urban achievers and Live at the 


families, the payment new Columns Legazpi vilag 


schemes can be 


e 
cüstomized to suit the and bea few S eps from А " 
needs and capacities of : а happier marriage. 


buyers 


he ease of city living is a 

lure that has triggered 

the proliferation of high- 

rise condominiums im the 

Makati central business dis- 

trict and villages just off the 

metro's borders. The pro- 

hibitive rental rates (and scarcity 

of decent options) of living spaces within a five-mile 

radius of any CBD, however, are driving many of the 

city's young executives to the outskirts of Manila in 

search of lower rates at the expense of the luxury 

and comfort they seek. For young urbanites, the op- 

tion to go home to opulent interiors and access lav- 

ish amenities yet still be close enough to feel the 
pulse of the city is a rare opportunity-until now. 

‘The Columns Legazpi Village is a breath of fresh 
air for young Makati professionals who have long 
yearned to live in chic yet accessibly priced living 
spaces, Time has come for you to give urban Makati 
living’a shot. 

‘The 41-storey two-tower structure at the comer 
of Araiz Avenue (formerly Pasay Road) and Amor- 
solo Street is walking distance to about 240 office 
buildings within the CBD, but also to the best party 
venues in the area like Greenbelt and a host of other 
hip after-six hangouts. Residents will also have easy 
access to schools, parks, churches, hospitals, em- 
bassies and many more. 

‘With its ample recreational and city club-like 
amenities such as the 450 sq.m. ‘Fitness Hub’, Zen- 
like-ambience, well-planned units as well as lofts 
andbi-levels, this high-rise village’ defies the urban 
condominium stereotype of cramped spaces. 

‘The two-tower development combines excellent 
location, superior amenities and highly attractive 
payment packages, with monthly payments for as 
low: as P10,000 a month. Designed to make the 
dream of owning a posh home at The Columns ac- 
cessible to young urban achievers and families, the 
payment schemes can be customized to suit the 
needs and capacities of buyers. 

What makes this residential project an even bet- 
ter investment is that it has prime developer Ayala 
Lañd-at the helm through its wholly-owned sub- 
sidiary Community Innovations. 

‘At The Columns Legazpi Village, one can have a 
fabulous dwelling among the skyscrapers without 

ing the budget. 


For inquiries, сай 888-0000, } 
email ci-sales@ayalaland.com.ph 1 
or visit www.communityinnovations.com.ph. ] 
Model units are available for viewing daily at the 
Srdlevel of Glorietta 3, Ayala Center, 
from 102m. to 8 рап, (Sunday to Thursday), 


1 
10a.m. to9 p.m. (Friday and Saturday) 1 STEP 1. PICK UP THE PHONE AND CALL 888-0000. STEP 2. ASK ABOUT 
4 


Community Innovations is an Ayala Land C OLU MN S 
company that caters to young urban achiev- | I Villa, 

ers. It builds balanced, harmonious commu- | Legazpi ме 
nities with a sense of fun, where the living ex-4 | HLURB cere to Set No. 19861 Livo a few steps (rom everything. 


perience enhances the lifestyles and fulfills. | 


the aspirations of its customers, { 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


` . Special PROJECT ПЕ 


meideal weight-loss 


regimen for THEME 
COLUMNS 


urbanites in the know =” 


The Columns will house a 
‘Fitness Hub’ that will offer a 
combination of gym, 


aerobics and spa services. 
Previously unheard of in a 
condominium development, 
the sauna, steam rooms апа 
massage facilities take the _ 
concept of urban fitness to a 
different, unexplored level Š 


FLAT TUMMIES, FLEXED BICEPS, TRIM THIGHS Г 
and well toned abs. Who doesn't dream of having all 
these? More than bolstering one's aesthetic appeal, 
studies show that fitness programs сап boost work " F 
productivity and reduce absenteeism as well. Commun ity Innovations 

‘The desire to have a to-die-for body has spawned tive tha Йе you deserve 
оле too many health clubs all over the metropolis a Ayala Lal company 
Signing up for a membership, however, could cost ээл за oe 
yo to lose not just poundage but sleep as well. The 
prospect of having то shell out P4000 г year or 
more on workout regimen plus personal trainers 
fees (having one can bloat your bill faster than salty 
and carbonated food can bloat your stomach) is 
enough to make would-be gym members тоге tol- 
erant of their bodies - fats and all. Also, the thought 
sent arenas буш блиин Live at the = 
another hour to the gym and squeezing ones butein \ 
the door just before closing time can make people ne Co | u mns L Vi | | 
sant even betty ean sart, W ns Legazpi Village 

Truth в, keeping fit doesnt have to bean addi 8 
tional financial burden or cost another hourortwo (i = and ре a few steps from 
on the road. , 

Pire this: Zero membership fee plus free ac- 
ex ccn Mt a more satisfying career." 
Punch out your time car in the fce 6 pm. and 
be in he gym 15 to 30 minutes later. Treat your : 
aching joints to а soothing massage at the spa, or 
maybe take a 30-minute dip in a pool w loosen up 
Your tired muscles, then go grab something to eat or 
take the elevator and head straight to your unit sev- 
eral loots above to catch on some 2:222. 

These images must have fired the brainpower of 
Community Innovations’ executives to lay the 
groundwork for what is to be The Columns Legazpi 
Vilage. Geared towards capturing the young and 
dynamic уе stress prone Makati set, The Columns 
Legazpi Vilage anchors its blueprints on promoting 
not just chie living within ones means, but more im- 
portant on a culture of finess. 

A 41-storey two-tower beauty right at the comer 
of Amorsolo Street and Атай Avenue (formerly 
Pasay Road), The Columns will housea Fitness Hub” 
that wil offer a combination of gym, aerobics and 
spa services. Previously unheard of in a condomini- 
um development, the sauna, steam rooms and mas- 
sage facilities take the concept of urban fitness to a 
different, unexplored level. What's more, the 
amount you pay yearly to a regular health club is 
enough to cover a reservation fe for a unit at The 
Columns. 

"This 450-square meter Fitness Hub is more than 
twice the size of gyms in typical residential develop- 
ments. The Recreational Club will also be comprised 
of a 25-meter lap swimming pool, sun deck, kiddie 
роо, indoor and outdoor play areas, jogging area, 
function and guest rooms, and a day care center. 

Considered the more outgoing and artistic side of 
Makati, Legazpi Village provides the perfect back 
drop for this nvo-tover wonder. An eclectic mix of 
boutiques, bars, restaurants, end quaint shops 
Legazpi Vilage is pulsing with culture, energy and 
cosmopolitanism that evoke the bohemian feel of 
downtown New York and Parisian living. 

Being in rhe heart of an essentially infinite social 
and creative universe all its own that is Legazpi Vil- 
lage, and being just walking distance from the dy- 
mamic and corporate disuias of Makati, The 
Columns enjoys the best ofboth worlds. 

Squeezing some crunch time ino your busy 
schedules has never been this worry-free. At The 
Columns Legazpi Vilage, having the body of your 
dreams is, literally, within just a few steps. 
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For inquiries, сай 888-0000, 
mallet salesGayalaland.com.ph 
or visit www.communityinnovations.com ph. 
Model units are available for viewing daily 
at the 3rd level of Glorietta 3, Ayala Center, 
from 102m. to 8 p.m. (Sunday to Thursday), 


10a.m,to9 p.m. (Friday and Saturday). STEP 1. PICK UP THE PHONE AND CALL 888-0000. STEP 2. ASK ABOUT THEU 


ommani innovations een Ayala Land con? COLUMNS 
pany that eaters to young urban achievers. It Legazpi village 


builds balanced, harmonious commu IESU ERN. Hd Live a few steps from everything. | 
witha sense of fun, where theliving experi- 


ence enhances the Hfestyles and fulfills the as: $ P10 000 
н , 


pirations of its customers. 


